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2025 Advent Calendar 
Scenic Train Rides 

 

 
 

Celebrate the season with our interactive Advent calendar – featuring 24 breathtaking train 
rides through German-speaking Europe and Saskatchewan. Each day unlocks a new scenic 
route, complete with photos, fun facts, cultural highlights and a short quiz. Participate daily 
for a chance to win prizes! Prefer not to enter your email? No problem – enjoy the calendar 
without the quizzes! 

 

Highlights Section: 

•           Historic engines and modern alpine express trains 

•       Castles, monasteries, and storybook towns 

•    Lakes, rivers, and scenic landscapes 

•     Local gems from the heart of Saskatchewan 
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Our Prizes 

 

Festive Lebkuchen Chest by Gingerbread World 

Beautiful Calendars & Books about Germany by the German Consulate General 
Vancouver 

Gift voucher - Wheatland Express by Wheatland Express – Excursion Train, Wakaw, SK 

Gift certificate from the Regina German Club 

 

A heartfelt thank you to our generous prize sponsors! 

 

Congratulations to all our Advent Calendar 2025 prize winners!  

• Michelle from Saskatoon, SK 

• Connie from Chaplin, SK 

• Rose from Regina, SK 

• Amy from Churchbridge, SK 

• Heike from Saskatoon, SK 

• Shelley from Saskatoon, SK 

• Sylvia from Lethbridge, AB 

• The Fisher Family from Saskatoon, SK 

• Christy from Neuanlage, SK 

 

https://gingerbread-world.com/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=228365089&gclid=Cj0KCQiAiqDJBhCXARIsABk2kSn0GHimMNLMEjc2aZI5fyGdF43vJ3eqU3JcDu27rhIJwYBtvSXAPpAaAkUfEALw_wcB
https://canada.diplo.de/ca-en/about-us/vancouver
https://canada.diplo.de/ca-en/about-us/vancouver
https://wheatlandexpresstrain.ca/
https://reginagermanclub.ca/
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1. The Arlberg Scenic Route:  
From Innsbruck to Zurich Through Alpine Peaks  

and Historic Engineering Marvels 

 

It might take a little longer, but the train ride from Innsbruck to Zurich along the Arlberg 
Scenic route offers 8 hours of beautiful views of alpine villages, snow-covered mountains 
and steep valleys all year round. In winter, visitors can even stop in Bludenz and take 
advantage of perfect skiing or other outdoor adventures. 

The romantic route takes travelers through the heart of Tyrol, crossing the Trisanna Bridge 
which spans the Paznaun Valley, near the privately held Wiesberg Castle. The bridge spans 
211 meters and is 87 meters high. When the bridge was completed in 1884 it was the longest 
steel support structure in the world. It had to be reinforced a couple of times, due to heavier 
loads of the trains. The Arlbergtunnel, with 10,250 meters in length is an engineering marvel. 
With the steepest section of the track having a gradient of 3.1% it is one of the steepest 
railway lines, with regular passenger and goods trains. Even the Orient Express used the 
Arlberg route on the way from London to Bucharest.  

Canada’s very first railway tunnel runs beneath the city of Brockville, Ontario. Today, the 500-
meter-long tunnel features an art installation with light show and sound.  

Making your own Christmas ornaments with your children is a long-standing tradition in 
Germany, Austria, and Switzerland. Let us show you how easy it is to make your own 
beautiful Christmas paper stars in two parts. Here is the first design in part one. Check door 
#20 later for part two. 

Check out this Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_chT4CSLLeo&t=67s  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Innsbruck
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zurich
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arlberg_railway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arlberg_Railway_Tunnel
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_chT4CSLLeo&t=67s
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2. The Wheatland Express:  
A Festive Train Adventure Through Saskatchewan’s Prairie History 

 
 

The Wheatland Express departs in Wakaw. Characters from the 1900’s and stories will keep 
children and adults entertained. So, the train-ride is more than just a ride. Enjoy the little 
western store and learn about Saskatchewan’s history. The 47 miles of track between St. 
Louis, SK (yes, we have one town named this way as well) and Totzke is mostly used to 
transport grain. In 2017 the idea was born to use some of the track as the Wheatland Express 
and the first passenger car was purchased in 2018. Remarkably, it was so popular form the 
start, that by December already 3,500 passengers on 25 excursions enjoyed the ride. Tours 
aimed to provide unique themed experiences such as a Train Heist, Murder Mystery, Family 
Summer Express and more, along with food options.  

During Christmas time the rides of course will offer an abundance of additional fun. Children 
can bring letters to Santa, and the Christmas Express journey will take you through a winter 
wonderland. But you must hurry, this year's Christmas dates are November 29th, December 
6th (10 am and 3 pm departure) and December 13th (noon departure). 

From train tracks to traditions, “German Culture Alive,” a SaskScapes podcast feature, brings 
you personal stories from German Canadians across Saskatchewan. Listen in as local 
German Canadians recount stories of immigration, family traditions, food, identity, and the 
arts, keeping their heritage alive through storytelling: 

https://saskgermancouncil.org/celebrating-culture/podcast-saskscape-german-culture-
alive/ 

  

https://wheatlandexpresstrain.ca/about/
https://saskgermancouncil.org/celebrating-culture/podcast-saskscape-german-culture-alive/
https://saskgermancouncil.org/celebrating-culture/podcast-saskscape-german-culture-alive/


6 
 

3. All Aboard the “Rasender Roland”:  
Rügen’s Charming Steam Train by the Baltic Sea 

 

Who wouldn’t want to take a ride on the “Rasender Roland” (Speeding Roland), in one of the 
closed cabins, or in a breezy open carriage? On Germany’s largest island located in the Baltic 
Sea, the nostalgic train connects Putbus to Göhren on 24 kilometers of narrow-gauge track, 
just 750 millimeters wide. But check the schedule since it runs only about 180 days a year. 
Since 1895 the train travels at the high speed of 30 kilometers/hour and connects well-
known sea resorts with each other. Between 1895 and 1899, a narrow-gauge track net was 
constructed with almost 100 kilometers of total tracks on the island. Many of these tracks 
got obsolete already in 1926 and were abandoned. However, the line between Putbus and 
Göhren quickly became an economically viable route. The connection between the seaside 
resorts had to be expanded because of high demand. Until 1950 the operations were a little 
bumpy. However, since the 1950s, mass tourism started on the island of Rügen, and from 
then on, the “Rasender Roland” became a fixture on the island, well-known even outside of 
the region.  

From about 1912 to 1951, streetcars were used for public transport in Saskatoon. They likely 
were traveling at a similar speed.  

Let the coastal charm of Rügen transport you to Lübeck, another gem on Germany’s Baltic 
Coast. Lübecker Kokosmakronen (Lübeck Style Coconut Macaroons) are a sweet treat that 
pairs perfectly with cozy winter afternoons: 

https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/lubeck-style-coconut-macaroons-lubecker-
kokosmakronen/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/R%C3%BCgen_narrow-gauge_railway
https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/lubeck-style-coconut-macaroons-lubecker-kokosmakronen/
https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/lubeck-style-coconut-macaroons-lubecker-kokosmakronen/
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4. The 2025 CPKC Holiday Train:  
Spreading Cheer, Music, and Support for Food Banks  

Across Saskatchewan 

 

The 2025 Holiday Train is running in its 27th year, bringing joy during the festive season. Since 
1999, CPKC’s Holiday Train has been collecting money and food and raising awareness to 
support food banks. In 2025, the train will travel through Canada from November 19th to 
December 21st. Visitors will be able to listen to free concerts and proceeds will be donated 
to the local food bank at each stop. The stops in Saskatchewan will be on December 6th – 
Bredenbury, Yorkton, Foam Lake, Wynyard, and Saskatoon. On December 7th – Wilkie and 
Macklin. On December 19 – North Portal, Estevan, and Weyburn. On December 20th – Regina 
and Moose Jaw. On December 21st - Swift Current and Maple Creek. Check out the brightly 
decorated train and stage, enjoy the entertainment and celebrate Christmas with your 
community. This year, Jade Eagleson and Teigen Gayse will be the Musical Guests on the 
early train, and LANCO and Tiera Kennedy will be the Musical Guests for the later train.  

As the CPKC Holiday Train lights up the season, explore the deeper meaning of festive glow 
in Christmas Traditions: Illuminating the Season. On page 6 in our Postillion, read about the 
significance of light and candles at Christmas: 

https://saskgermancouncil.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/12/Winter_Postillion2023_web.pdf#page=6 

 

  

  

https://www.cpkcr.com/en/community/HolidayTrain
https://saskgermancouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Winter_Postillion2023_web.pdf#page=6
https://saskgermancouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Winter_Postillion2023_web.pdf#page=6
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5. The Schafberg Railway:  
Austria’s Steepest Cog Railway to Breathtaking Alpine Heights 

 

For someone being a little adventurous, the Schafberg Railway tour from St. Wolfgang to the 
Schafbergspitze is a must. Due to being Austria’s steepest railway, today it runs only from 
about April to October, weather permitting. Beautiful meadows, fantastic views of the 
Salzkammergut lakes and mountains await visitors on the just 35-minute train ride on the 6 
kilometers long track. Hikes to the Himmelspforte (Heaven’s Gate) and Purtschellersteig, 
can be challenging, as some sections require climbing, but they are secured with steel 
ropes. These routes are certainly not recommended for hikers afraid of heights or without 
proper hiking boots.  

The cog railway must manage the 1,200-meter climb with the steepest stretches being over 
12%, sometimes through narrow pathways. On top of the Schafbergspitze, breathtaking 
views and scenic hikes await visitors, and even a mountaintop hotel. The train started 
operating in 1893. About 350 workers and 6,000 mules were needed to complete the difficult 
work every day. The last stretch of the tracks before the train enters the two tunnels is 
probably the most impressive part of the track, having the steep rock face on one side and 
the panoramic view on the other.  

Did you know the highest hiking trails in Saskatchewan are in Cypress Hills Interprovincial 
Park, with an elevation of 1,392 meters above sea level.  

Curious about more Austrian flavors? Try Husarenkrapferl (Hussar Biscuits)- delicate 
shortbread cookies filled with ruby-red jam. These Hussar Biscuits are a staple of traditional 
Austrian Christmas baking, with a recipe that has remained nearly unchanged since the late 
18th century: https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/hussar-biscuits-husarenkrapferl/ 

https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/hussar-biscuits-husarenkrapferl/
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6. From Cathedrals to Castles:  
A Scenic Train Journey Along the Rhine from Cologne to Mainz 

 

Board the 139-kilometer train ride from Cologne to Mainz. Before boarding the train, take 
time to explore Germany’s fourth-largest city, especially the magnificent Cologne Cathedral. 
At 157 meters, the Cathedral is still the tallest twin-spired cathedral in the world. Between 
1880 and 1890 it was the tallest building in the world. On the way to Mainz, you can stop in 
Koblenz and take the cable car over the Rhine to explore the Ehrenbreitstein Fortress. From 
the cable car you have an incredible view of both rivers, the Rhine and the Moselle. Along the 
route, you will pass many picturesque towns and hills crowned by castles. The Rhine River is 
flanked by many cliffs, and ships of all sizes travel the river. 

Arriving in Mainz, explore the wine capital of Germany. Take a tour through the world’s 
deepest wine cellar in Mainz. In 60 segments and over seven storeys, about 50 meters 
underground sparkling wine is produced in the Kupferbergkeller since 1850. Mainz is home 
to the smallest book ever printed using movable type, measuring just 5 by 5 millimeters. And 
finally, if you travel in February or March, be sure to catch the Carnival celebrations in 
Cologne or Mainz - an unforgettable way to experience the vibrant Carnival tradition. 

Did you know that Saskatchewan has a little village called Rhine within the Rural Municipality 
of Wallace? It was established in 1913 and as a fun fact, of the 1,640 acres industrial 
cannabis grown across Canada in 1928, 200 acres were located Rhine. 

German dialects are as diverse as the country itself. On page 6 of the Postillion, read more 
about how dialects tell a unique story of place and identity: 

https://saskgermancouncil.org/wp-
content/uploads/2024/03/springPostillion2024_online.pdf#page=6 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cologne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mainz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cologne_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ehrenbreitstein_Fortress
https://saskgermancouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/springPostillion2024_online.pdf#page=6
https://saskgermancouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/springPostillion2024_online.pdf#page=6
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7. All Aboard the Fichtelberg Railway:  
A Scenic Steam Journey to Germany’s Highest Town 

 

The Fichtelberg Railway, opened in April 1896, allows the Cranzahl-Neudorf-Oberwiesenthal 
steam train to travel along the scenic 17-kilometer route up to the resort of Oberwiesenthal. 
It takes about an hour to reach the destination.  Along the way, a 110-meter-long and 23-
meter-high steel viaduct must be crossed. The valley of Hammerunterwiesenthal is so 
narrow that only the train tracks and the state road have space to breathe. The city of 
Oberwiesenthal is the highest town of Germany with an altitude of 914 meters above sea 
level.  In Oberwiesenthal the oldest aerial cableway waits to be tested. The mountain station 
has an elevation of 1,208 meters and was opened in 1924. Two cabins can carry up to 44 
people up the 303 meters to the highest mountain in central Germany in just 3.5 minutes 
which is much faster than hiking. The “Bimmelbahn-Erlebnispfad” runs along the railway 
tracks, and the well-signed hiking trail offers magnificent views of the mountains and the 
trains passing by.  

The town with the highest elevation in Canada is Banff at an elevation of 1,383 meters above 
sea level.   

Interested in exploring places in Saskatchewan with a German connection? Look right here: 

https://saskgermancouncil.org/celebrating-culture/german-inspired-travel-in-sask/ 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fichtelberg_railway
https://saskgermancouncil.org/celebrating-culture/german-inspired-travel-in-sask/
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8. From Salzburg to Innsbruck:  
A Scenic Alpine Train Ride From Abbeys to Alpine Peaks 

 

Traveling from Salzburg to Innsbruck, travelers can take the train via Germany, or the scenic 
route via Bischofshofen, Austria. Taking the southern route will take a little longer, about 
three hours on the train, but it will reward travelers with fantastic views. Covered bridges, 
monasteries, castles, picturesque towns, lakes and rivers as beautiful as out of a book.  

Before you board the train in Salzburg, make sure to visit Europe’s oldest restaurant still 
serving meals, located within St. Peter’s Abbey, or climb the slopes to the Hohensalzburg 
Fortress built in 1077, which has never been breached. In case you are reluctant to walk the 
slope, you can take the funicular railway ride up the fortress. Opened in 1892 as a water 
balance funicular, it was modernized multiple times to accommodate visitors. It takes you 
up 99 meters on 191 meters of track in one minute with a maximum slope of 62%.  

Why not take a break in Bischofshofen and walk to the Paul Außenleitner Schanze where the 
annual Four Hills Tournament Ski Jumping Competition takes place. You can also enjoy a 
visit of the Frauenkirche (the Church of the Lady).  And after arriving in Innsbruck, make sure 
to visit the “Goldenes Dachl” the Golden Roof which was decorated with over 2,500 fire-
gilded copper tiles for Emperor Maximilian I in 1500.      

Did you know, Saskatoon had a ski jump in operation for one year at the Devil’s Dip on the 
banks of the South Saskatchewan River? It was used for just one year, since one jumper 
broke his leg, and the university withdrew land use permission after the accident. The ski 
club built another jump at Varsity Site, which was even higher.  

After the scenic train ride, enjoy a taste of Austria with uċŔƚĲƖƚĦőůċƖƖŰ, a fluffy, shredded 
pancakes: https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/kaiserschmarrn/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Peter%27s_Abbey,_Salzburg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hohensalzburg_Fortress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hohensalzburg_Fortress
https://www.skisprungschanzen.com/EN/Ski+Jumps/CAN-Canada/SK-Saskatchewan/Saskatoon/0117/
https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/kaiserschmarrn/
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9. The Gotthard Panorama Express:  
From Lucerne’s Lakes to Ticino’s Castles Through Alpine Tunnels 

 

Switzerland’s Gotthard Panorama Express is perfect for holidays. Starting in Lucerne by boat, 
you can travel on a historic paddle steamer, crossing Lake Lucerne and viewing the 
mountains Rigi, Pilatus and Bürgenstock, arriving at Flüelen landing stage just a short walk 
away from the train station. There, you can board the original line of the Gotthard railway, 
which has been in operation since 1882. The line climbs up the mountains with the help of 
two spiral loops. From Rodi-Fiesso to Biasca, inside of the two loops, the train must gain a 
combined 650 meters in altitude, before entering the Gotthard Tunnel to cross over to the 
Italian speaking canton of Ticino. By the way, Ticino has three amazing world heritage 
castles. The Gotthard Tunnel was the first tunnel through Saint-Gotthard Massif. When the 
tunnel opened in 1882, it was the longest standard gauge double-track tunnel in the world 
with about 15 kilometers. The train ride through the tunnel will take between seven to eight 
minutes. Therefore, it will take a little patience to see the light at the end of the tunnel.   

Celebrating Advent with family and friends is a cherished tradition in Germany, Austria, and 
Switzerland. Let us show you how to create an adorable family Advent calendar made of 
paper houses, perfect for brightening the season. Children will love it, too! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQJ6uPm_WJg&t=54s 

 

  

https://www.gotthard-panorama-express.ch/en/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gotthard_Tunnel
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQJ6uPm_WJg&t=54s
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10. All Aboard for a Saxon Christmas:  
Steam Trains, Candle Arches, and Ore Mountain Magic 

 

The Saxon Steam Railway Route is a dream come true for steam engine lovers. There are too 
many choices in just one “Bundesland” (state) to name them all. From Leipzig to Zittau, from 
Fichtelberg in the Ore Mountains to the Lößnitzgrund Valley, different steam engines can take 
you on scenic routes on five narrow gauge train tracks. Choose from the Döllnitzbahn, 
Weißeritztalbahn, Fichtelbergbahn or the Preßnitzbahn. Visit one of the three museums, for 
example the Dresden Transport Museum or one of the Model Railway displays of the “Model-
Hobby-Spiel” exhibit. The history of the Dresden Transport Museum goes back to 1877 when 
the collection of artifacts began. Today, it is hosted in a Renaissance Building from 1554. 
Therefore, not only the collection, but the building itself is worth a visit. Four different 
branches, street, track, air, and water traffic are there for everyone to explore. They even have 
a section for model trains.  

The Ore Mountain region is known for the beautiful Christmas pyramids, candle arches 
(Schwippbogen), and other wood carved art, like the incense figurines (Räuchermännchen). 
Before or after shopping, you can go skiing or hiking in the Ore-Mountains or enjoy delicious 
traditional dishes.  

Did you know we have a railway museum in Saskatchewan? Visit the Saskatchewan Railway 
Museum in Saskatoon between the May long weekend and the September long weekend. 
This museum also holds an exhibition of the Eaton Internment Camp where 65 persons of 
Ukrainian and German origin were detained as “enemy aliens” in 1919. 
 

After the journey, treat yourself to a slice of rich, fruit-filled Dresdner Christstollen: 
https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/dresdner-christstollen-christmas-stollen/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saxon_Steam_Railway_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dresden_Transport_Museum
https://saskrailmuseum.org/
https://saskrailmuseum.org/
https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/dresdner-christstollen-christmas-stollen/
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11. Steam to the Summit: The Brockenbahn’s Legendary Journey  
Through the Mystical Harz Mountains 

 

Several times a day the Brockenbahn will climb up the steep incline to the highest mountain 
in the Harz Mountain range, the Broken (1,141 meters above sea level). Remarkably, the 
narrow-gauge track is just a regular adhesion track. The first part of the track opened in 1898 
from Drei Annen Hohne to Schierke. Later it was extended to today’s Broken Railway station. 
There are no cogwheels or other support, just stubborn 700 hp provided by steam engines 
since 1992. Starting at Drei Annen Hohne station (540 meters) it takes 50 minutes to reach 
the Broken Railway station at an elevation of 1,125 meters traveling the 19 kilometers 
through the beautiful Harz National Park.  

The Brocken, also known as Blocksberg, has a very special climate. With the high elevation 
and being above the tree line in the region, it is shrouded in fog more often than not, an 
estimated 300 days a year. On the other hand, you will find snow there from September to 
May. No wonder the mountain plays a big role in legends with witches and other mysterious 
creatures. Goethe wrote a poem in “Faust” for the witches celebrating Walpurgisnacht on 
top of the Brocken. And even in rock music, the band Black Sabbath begins with the line 
“they journeyed far to Brocken Mountain pinnacle”. 

Though Walpurgisnacht and its swirling witches are still months away, you can conjure a bit 
of magic now with a steaming cup of Glühwein (Mulled Wine). This traditional mulled wine, 
beloved during the Christmas season, warms the soul and adds a touch of enchantment to 
winter gatherings - no broomstick required: 

https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/mulled-wine-gluhwein/ 

https://www.hsb-wr.de/Fahrplan-Tarife/Streckennetz/Brockenbahn
https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/mulled-wine-gluhwein/
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12. From Constance to Offenburg:  
A Journey Through History, Art, and Engineering along the Rhine 

 

The area of the picturesque town of Constance, or in German Konstanz, had been settled 
already during the late Stone Age. Around 40 AD the Romans established a city and trade 
thrived at this location during the Middle Ages, since Constance had the only bridge crossing 
the Rhine River at that time. The bridge has a remarkable history. It is one of the oldest 
continuously inhabited bridges in Europa.  

Before starting your train ride, you must check out the Imperia Statue. Created by Peter Lenk, 
it is not just a statue, but a satirical representation of the Council of Constance. The woman 
holds two small men in her hands, symbolizing bribery and deceptiveness of the reigning 
during the Middle Ages.  

On the 129-kilometer ride to Offenburg, you will cross the Hornberg Viaduct. Built between 
1869 and 1871, it spans 150 meters and is about 24 meters high. Seven arches and six pillars 
support the structure. Made from concrete and clad with granite stones, three railway tracks 
allow trains to cross the Reichenbach Valley. 

Offenburg, the name relates to “open borough”, which is shown in the city’s coat of arms, is 
known for the Capuchin Monastery and the Medieval City Wall. The 11th-century city wall 
stretches 1,340 meters. Be sure to visit the banana trees in Zwinger Park while you are there.  

Did you know, we have two lakes named Constance Lake in Saskatchewan. One is close to 
Emerald Lake Regional Park and regularly stocked with trout. The other is very small and 
located south of Prince Albert.  

After taking the scenic journey from Konstanz to Offenburg, why not bake some üŔůƣƚƣĲƖŰĲ 
(Cinnamon Stars): https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/cinnamon-stars-zimtsterne/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Konstanz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Rhine_Bridge_(Konstanz)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperia_(statue)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Offenburg
https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/cinnamon-stars-zimtsterne/
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13. Climbing Through History:  
The Höllentalbahn’s Journey from Freiburg im Breisgau  

to Donaueschingen 

 

Even though the name Höllentalbahn translates to Hell Valley Railway, it is one of the most 
scenic train rides. Over nearly 75 kilometers, the route climbs from just 278 meters to 885 
meters in elevation, with some of the steepest inclines between Höllental and Hinterzarten 
reaching a 5.5% gradient. 

Part of the line has been open since 1887, with the extension completed in 1901. Because 
of the steep incline, ten powerful Class 85 steam locomotives were built. Before those 
locomotives were in operation, trains relied on rack assistance to manage the steep 
gradient. 

To make travel even more convenient, a tunnel was added within the City of Freiburg in 1934, 
so level crossings could be avoided in the city. Before boarding the train, be sure to take the 
time to visit the Freiburg Minster.  Construction spanned over 300 years, and the 115-meter-
high west tower is considered one of the most beautiful spires in the world. The stunning 
open lattice structure was the first of its kind. The Cathedral has an impressive 19 bells, 
including the 750-year-old Hosanna bell, a three-ton bell with an unmistakable sound. 
Leaving from Freiburg, the train travels over the Ravenna Gorge and along the 
Hischsprungfelsen rock formation. Since the electrification of the line ends in Neustadt, 
passengers must board a diesel-powered train to continue past Titisee and the Bear Valley.  

Have you ever tried this delicious cake called Donauwelle (Waves of the Danube)?  

https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/snow-white-cake-schneewittchenkuchen-
donauwelle/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H%C3%B6llentalbahn_(Black_Forest)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freiburg_im_Breisgau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freiburg_Minster
https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/snow-white-cake-schneewittchenkuchen-donauwelle/
https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/snow-white-cake-schneewittchenkuchen-donauwelle/
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14. The Bernina Line:  
Europe’s Highest Railway and a UNESCO World Heritage Journey  

Through the Alps 

 

In 1904 the Albula railway line started to operate between St. Moritz and Tirano crossing the 
Bernina Pass. The Bernina Line in Switzerland is the highest regular railway line in Europe, 
going up to 2,253 meters above sea level at the highest point. Not only that, but with inclines 
of up to 7% it is one of the steepest adhesion railways in the world. Add in the breathtaking 
alpine views, and the importance of the line for Swiss-Italian heritage becomes clear - so 
much so that it was designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site under the name Rhaetian 
Railway. 

Originally, the line was intended to operate only during the summer months, since winter 
operations in the mountains pose challenges due to the weather. Departing in St. Moritz, the 
Bernina Line train will cross the Inn River over a 64 meters long viaduct and then enters the 
longest tunnel on the line. The Charnadüra Tunnel stretches over 689 meters. Travelers can 
take a break in Muottas Muragl to try out the funicular there. One of the most interesting parts 
of the line is the section when crossing the Berninabach. The train travels from one side of 
the valley over the Lower Berninabach Bridge to the other side, then across the Arlasbach, 
and back to the other side again over the higher Upper Berninabach Bridge. To make sure the 
train can run even during winter, many structures had to be constructed to keep the tracks 
clear of accumulated snow. The highlight of the line is the Brusio Spiral Viaduct. The viaduct 
is needed to connect the higher and lower tracks without the use of cogwheels.  

After riding the Bernina Line, warm up with Honiglebkuchen (honey gingerbread) - spiced, 
fragrant, and perfect for winter: 

https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/honiglebkuchen-honey-gingerbread/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bernina_railway_line
https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/honiglebkuchen-honey-gingerbread/
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15. The Wachaubahn:  
A Scenic Journey Along Austria’s Danube Through Vineyards, History,  

and Heritage 

 

From Krems at the Danube to Emmersdorf at the Danube, the train runs along, you probably 
guessed it already, the Danube River in Austria. This part is known as the Wachaubahn, after 
the Wachau Valley. Originally, the line continued to Mauthausen, but the middle part was 
abandoned. Part of the track, the Empress Elisabeth Line, was opened in 1858, and later 
other sections were added. In 1998 the line was protected and became part of the UNESCO 
World Heritage site in 2000. The valley is known for its many vineyards and orchards, which 
leads us to the famous Marillenschnaps, an apricot brandy, produced in Krems. Martin 
Johann Schmidt, an Austrian artist of the late Baroque was born in Krems.  

Interesting to know, the oldest grave in Austria from over 27,000 years ago had been found in 
Krems as well. After arriving in Emmersorf, a 9.4 kilometers long hiking trail, “Tut gut”- 
Schritteweg, can be enjoyed. Along the way, 12 remarkable and historical sites can be 
explored. From a stone labyrinth to a castle church, and a bridge to a “Summstein”. By 
humming different tunes, while having one’s head in the stone opening, one might find one’s 
own body feeling harmonic vibrations all over.  

Can’t get enough of Austria? Try out Dampfnudeln (fluffy steamed dumplings) - a cozy 
favorite in Germany, Austria, and Switzerland. Served with warm vanilla custard, they are 
perfect as a sweet main or festive dessert: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yfNli-3kEz8&list=PLaCq1dePD824oi-
l_wmr3llRIpy4lRJKL&index=16 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donauuferbahn_(Wachau)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marillenschnaps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Johann_Schmidt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Johann_Schmidt
https://www.wachaubahn.at/tut-gut-schritteweg-emmersdorf-magdalenenweg
https://www.wachaubahn.at/tut-gut-schritteweg-emmersdorf-magdalenenweg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yfNli-3kEz8&list=PLaCq1dePD824oi-l_wmr3llRIpy4lRJKL&index=16
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yfNli-3kEz8&list=PLaCq1dePD824oi-l_wmr3llRIpy4lRJKL&index=16
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16. The Mittenwald Railway:  
A Pioneering Alpine Route Linking Austria and Germany Since 1912 

 

Built by the engineers Josef Riehl and Wilhelm Carl von Doderer from 1910 to 1912, this 
electric railway has been connecting Austria and Germany since October 1912. Being one of 
the first electric AC-powered train operations, it had quite the impact on the development of 
standards for electric train operations. Since the project was designed to operate with 
electric trains, a hydroelectric power station was constructed on the Ruetz River to provide 
the necessary power. The route through the rough terrain called for bold engineering. Tunnels 
and bridges were necessary, and many tunnels had to be lined, because of the brittle rock 
formations. At the lowest point, the altitude is just 580 meters above sea level, at the highest, 
the Seefeld saddle altitude reaches 1,184 meters.  

On route, the train passes the Northern Limestone Alps, travels through the Inn Valley, past 
the Zirler Berg, the Mieminger Mountains, and the Karwendel Range. It passes the 
Wetterstein Range and then the Austrian German border to Mittenwald. During the 1976 
Olympic Winter Games and the 1985 Nordic World Ski Championships, the Mittenwald 
Railway was in high demand. Since 2010 there is even an Intercity-Express service operated 
daily from Berlin via Munich to Innsbruck using the route. Therefore, Seefeld is the highest 
Intercity-Express station in Europe.  

Sauerbraten (Marinated Pot Roast) is an excellent choice for Christmas! This classic German 
dish is marinated for days, then slow cooked to tender perfection. This dish brings warmth, 
tradition and rich aroma to your holiday gathering: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G0T7z7s_a0A&list=PLaCq1dePD824oi-
l_wmr3llRIpy4lRJKL&index=21 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G0T7z7s_a0A&list=PLaCq1dePD824oi-l_wmr3llRIpy4lRJKL&index=21
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G0T7z7s_a0A&list=PLaCq1dePD824oi-l_wmr3llRIpy4lRJKL&index=21
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17. The Three Lakes Railway:  
A Scenic Journey Past Titisee, Windgfällweiher, and Schluchsee 

 

On the short, 19 kilometers long train ride, the track passes by three beautiful lakes. 
Constructed between 1920 and 1926, the electrified train, along with a historic steam engine 
on select dates, travels through Baden-Württemberg, connecting Freiburg and 
Donaueschingen. 

Titisee, Windgfällweiher and Schluchsee are the lakes giving the route its name.  Titisee is 
about 1.3 kilometers2 in size with a depth of just 20 meters. It was created in glacial times 
when the runoff was blocked by a moraine. The town itself is known for the many wellness 
and health hotels, and in summer swimming and other water sports are plentiful. The 
Windgfällweiher as well was originally created during glacial times. The small bog lake was 
later enlarged by building a dam on the north side, which elevated the water level by about 6 
meters. At an elevation of 930 meters, the last of the three lakes, Schluchsee is the highest 
of the three above sea level. It is actually the highest reservoir in Germany. The surface of the 
original glacial lake was about 30 meters lower than today, after a dam was built from 1929 
to 1932. The hydropower station generates about 100 megawatts of electricity. The 
Riesenbühl Tower offers panoramic views over the village of Schluchsee and much of the 
lake. By the way, there is a train station with the name “Aha” on the route.   

Wishing you were boarding the train in Freiburg? Let 7ċĬĲŰЮ ÉƣǃũĲЮ ÉőċƖĬƚ (Badische 
Scherben) take you there: 

https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/baden-style-shards-badische-scherben/ 

  

https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/baden-style-shards-badische-scherben/
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18. The Mariazell Railway:  
A Heavenly Journey Through Austria’s Alps and Pilgrimage History 

 

Taking the train from St. Pölten to Mariazell takes about two and a half hours. Part of the line 
was opened in 1898, and the rest was completed in 1907. Travellers are rewarded with 
spectacular views of Alpine forests, cliffs, and historical sites. The narrow-gauge railway 
crosses 19 viaducts and runs through 21 tunnels. The Himmelstreppe (Stairway to Heaven) 
train has large windows and accommodates skies or bikes, depending on the season. From 
May to September travelers can even choose to board an MH.6 steam train, which has been 
running on some parts of the track since 1908. Mariazell is a small town of about 4,000 
people, in Austria known for winter sports and pilgrimage. It had been one of the most visited 
places by pilgrims from foreign countries in the 19th century. In 1157, Monk Magnus came 
with a lime-tree wood statue of the Virgin Mary and founded the first chapel in today’s 
Mariazell, which resulted in the town’s name with “Zell” relating to the monk’s chapel. In 
2007, Pope Benedict XVI visited Mariazell to celebrate the 850th anniversary of the Shrine of 
Mariazell.  

Transport yourself to Austria with this classic Grießnockerlsuppe - Semolina Dumpling Soup: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kg6BVxWuCgc&list=PLaCq1dePD824oi-
l_wmr3llRIpy4lRJKL&index=6 

 

 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mariazell_Railway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mariazell
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kg6BVxWuCgc&list=PLaCq1dePD824oi-l_wmr3llRIpy4lRJKL&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kg6BVxWuCgc&list=PLaCq1dePD824oi-l_wmr3llRIpy4lRJKL&index=6
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19. Climbing to New Heights: The Bavarian Zugspitze Railway and 
Germany’s Last Rack Railways 

 

There are just four rack railways still operational in Germany. A rack railway is a steep grade 
railway with a toothed rack rail, usually between the running rails. The trains are fitted with 
one or more cog wheels or pinions that mesh with this rack rail. This allows the trains to 
operate on steep gradients well above the 10% maximum for friction-based rail. One of them 
is the Bavarian Zugspitze Railway going from Garmisch at 705 meters above sea level, to the 
Zugspitzplatt at an elevation of 2,588 meters above sea level. At the start, the incline is a 
gentle ride through the beautiful landscape. Starting in Grainau, the line is equipped with the 
Riggenbach rack system over the last 12 kilometers, with the last stretch of the ride going 
through a tunnel. It is the highest railway route (2,650m/8,694ft) in Germany and the biggest 
ascent in Europe. From the Zugspitzplatt, visitors can board a cable car that climbs to the 
eastern peak of Germany’s highest mountain. 

The Zugspitze is the highest mountain of Germany with 2,962 meters above sea level. 
Originally, the Zugspitze had three distinct peaks, however, in 1930 and in 1938 two of these 
were blown up to create space for building purposes. Two of Germany’s glaciers are located 
there, and skiing and hiking are great in the region. So, if you don’t like to ride the train up, you 
can also hike up the mountain. It just might take a little longer.  

In Canada, the steepest train track was the Kicking Horse Pass in British Columbia with a 
4.5% gradient. The track was replaced by the Spiral Tunnels due to numerous accidents.  

Let your senses travel to Bavaria with these comforting Bacon-wrapped Meatballs 
(Speckpflanzerl): 

https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/bacon-wrapped-meatballs-speckpflanzerl/  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zugspitze
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bavarian_Zugspitze_Railway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grainau
https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/bacon-wrapped-meatballs-speckpflanzerl/
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20. The Centovalli Express:  
A Scenic Journey Through ‘A Hundred Valleys’ from Italy to Switzerland 

 

The Centovalli Express goes back to 1923, when the line was officially opened. Initially, the 
line was built to transport goods between Italy and Switzerland. However, due to the 
stunning landscape, tourism flourished, and the line became increasingly popular with 
tourists. The line offers a unique blend between Italian and Swiss culture as it starts in Italy, 
in Domodossola, and ends in Switzerland, in Locarno. The name Centovalli literally means 
‘a hundred valleys’ and on board this diminutive narrow-gauge train, travelers can see valleys 
branch off in every direction. Starting in Domodossola, the charming medieval architecture 
and local market awaits to be explored first. During the train ride, the Valle Vigezzo offers 
stunning sights, and excellent opportunities for hikers to stretch their legs. The bell tower in 
Intragna is another beautiful stop. And of course, Locarno in Switzerland, on Lake Maggiore 
dazzles not just with the stunning lake, palm trees, and the Piazza Grande, but with the 
mediterranean climate as well. The funicular can take hikers and other visitors up the 
Cardada to enjoy the panoramic view of the lake and the Alps.  

Crafting Christmas ornaments with children is a beloved tradition in Germany, Austria, and 
Switzerland. Discover how delightful it can be to create your own beautiful paper stars. This 
is part two, featuring the second star design. Check door #1 for part one of the video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ClKjvEglSu0&list=PLaCq1dePD824x9BZnfr0mAqV8tW
TRsE8Y&index=1 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ClKjvEglSu0&list=PLaCq1dePD824x9BZnfr0mAqV8tWTRsE8Y&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ClKjvEglSu0&list=PLaCq1dePD824x9BZnfr0mAqV8tWTRsE8Y&index=1
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21. The Semmering Railway:  
Austria’s 19th-Century Engineering Masterpiece Through the Alps 

 

Travelling by train in Austria is certainly an experience. Constructed between 1848 and 1854, 
featuring 14 tunnels, 16 viaducts and over 100 stone bridges, the Semmering railway, 
connecting Gloggnitz with Mürzzuschlag, is not just a pleasant ride, but also an engineering 
marvel. It is hard to imagine all the challenges Carl von Ghega, the designer and director, but 
also the roughly 20,000 workers had to overcome to finish this line. Even though the track is 
just 41 kilometers long, steep gradients, narrow curves and other technical challenges had 
to be faced. Despite these problems, construction attempted from the start to combine 
technology with nature in a harmonious way. Therefore, it is not surprising the Semmering 
railway was added to the UNESCO World Heritage sites in 1998. Because of the steep 
inclines (up to 2.5%) and narrow curves (as small as 190 meters radius), they even held a 
competition in 1851, to choose the best locomotives for the line. The Engerth locomotive 
was designed after the trials, and 16 locomotives of these were later used. There is even a 
commemorative stamp issued in 2004 for the 150th anniversary of the line.  

Why not go and check out the steam engines in our Saskatchewan Western Development 
Museums.  

After glimpsing the scenic Semmering Railway, why not bake a batch of these delicious 
cookies? Known as Hildabrötchen or Spitzbuben, they are a classic Christmas treats in 
Germany and enjoyed year-round in Austria. Their names and shapes may vary, but their 
buttery charm remains the same: 

https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/jam-cookies-spitzbuben-hildabrotchen/ 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Engerth_locomotive
https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/jam-cookies-spitzbuben-hildabrotchen/
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22. The Southern Prairie Railway:  
A Journey Through Saskatchewan’s Heritage from Ogema to Horizon 

 

On the 2.5-hour Southern Prairie Railway tour you can learn more about the history and 
heritage of the prairies of Saskatchewan. Starting at Ogema Train Station and traveling to 
Horizon, a tour of a 1922 Federal Grain Elevator awaits before the train departs back to 
Ogema. So, no worries, you don’t have to walk back. The tour is relatively young, having 
started just in 1998 as an addition to the annual Fair Day. Since the original station at Ogema 
was taken down in the 1960’s, they bought the station from Simpson which was still intact 
and identical to the former station from Ogema. The station was then prepared to be 
transported and shipped 280 kilometers to Ogema on a semi-truck in October 2002. You can 
read the amazing full history here. Many hours of work went into the project until tours were 
able to start in May 2012. There are many different tours available - from a Kids’ Fun Train to 
the Craft Beer Train Ride. Or maybe the Heritage Train Ride or the Robbery Train Ride is to 

your taste? It’s probably best to leave your expensive jewelry at home       .  

Arriving by train, many German Canadian families began new chapters on the Saskatchewan 
prairie. Their stories of courage, adaptation, and community continue to shape the 
province’s vibrant cultural landscape. Come explore their journeys and legacies in our 
Collection of Immigration Stories: 

https://saskgermancouncil.org/celebrating-culture/immigration-stories/ 

 

You can also watch the video of the Southern Prairie Railway in Ogema. 

  

https://southernprairierailway.ca/history/
https://southernprairierailway.ca/history/
https://saskgermancouncil.org/celebrating-culture/immigration-stories/
https://youtu.be/ZIG-nRxL_xw
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23. The Glacier Express:  
An Epic 8-Hour Journey Through the Swiss Alps from Zermatt to St. Moritz 

 

The name might be a little confusing, traveling from Zermatt to St. Moritz in 8 hours, over 291 
bridges and trough 91 tunnels, is not considered high speed in today’s time. The Glacier 
Express from the car-free mountain resort of Zermatt travels to St. Moritz via Andermatt in 
the Swiss Alps. Look at the 4,478-meter-high Matterhorn, one of the best-known mountains 
in the Alps. The Furka Tunnel is one of the longest of the 91 tunnels, with 15.4 kilometers in 
length. The highest point of the journey is the Oberalp Pass at 2,033 meters elevation. 
Because of the difficult terrain, the whole line is a narrow-gauge and sometimes includes a 
rack-and-pinion system to make sure everyone stays safe on the steep ascends and 
descends. Development of the line goes back to 1926 when the cantons of Valais and 
Graubünden were opened for tourist destinations. Until 1982, the line was operated only 
during summer, since the Furka Pass and the Oberalp Pass were snowed in during the winter. 
One of the most impressive viaducts is the Landwasser Viaduct. It is a single track, six-
arched curved limestone viaduct. It finished construction in 1902, and at 65 meters high and 
142 meters in length, is now one of the World Heritage structures. Remarkably, the 
southeastern part connects directly to the Landwasser Tunnel. It really is not surprising that 
travelers compare the trip to a roller-coaster ride, just not in speed.  

Children’s Cookies – Weihnachtsplätzchen. When the sweet smell of freshly baked 
Christmas cookies wafts through the house, the best time of the year has arrived. Enjoy this 
recipe: 

https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/childrens-cookies-weihnachtsplatzchen/ 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zermatt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Moritz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andermatt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oberalp_Pass
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Landwasser_Viaduct
https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/childrens-cookies-weihnachtsplatzchen/
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24. From Munich to Neuschwanstein:  
A Fairytale Journey Through History, Culture, and Bavaria’s Beauty 

 

Who would not want to join this train ride from Munich to Neuschwanstein Castle? The 
distance is just 91 kilometers, but from start to finish it is amazing. Starting in Munich you 
could climb up the Lady Bavaria statue through a hidden entrance at the back. Ascend the 
steps and take in the unique view of the city and the Theresienwiese, the site of Oktoberfest. 

When arriving in Füssen, one could just go to the famous castles of King Ludwig II. But, if time 
allows, the town is absolutely worth a visit. With over seven centuries of history, the town 
has a unique flair. The Lautermacherbrunnen, the Stadtbrunnen, the Franziskaner Platz, and 
the Gesellenbrunnen are surrounded by restaurants and cafés where you can sit outside and 
enjoy delicious food. The town even has its own castle. The Hohes Schloss, dating back to 
the Middle Ages and serving as the summer residence of the Prince-Bishop of Augsburg.  

Now let us dive into Neuschwanstein Castle, one of Germany’s most iconic landmarks. The 
construction started in summer of 1869. The builders were not too happy that Ludwig II 
resided in Hohenschwangau during construction. He observed the work from there via 
telescope and changed plans on the go. So, it was 1873 until Ludwig II was able to move into 
some of the finished parts of the castle. The castle has more than 200 rooms in total, with 
an estimated 65,000 square feet. Even though the outside of the castle is finished, the inside 
is incomplete. The ground, first, third, and fourth floors have complete interiors but the 
second floor and many rooms remain unfinished. 

Dreaming of Bavaria’s alpine charm and storybook villages? Bring a taste of it home with a 
hearty slice of Bavarian Meatloaf - rich, rustic, and perfect for cool evenings: 

https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/bavarian-meatloaf-bayerischer-leberkase/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Munich
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neuschwanstein_Castle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/F%C3%BCssen
https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/bavarian-meatloaf-bayerischer-leberkase/

