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Saskatchewan German Council

Vision
German culture is flourishing & relevant in Saskatchewan.

Mission
To promote German culture, language, customs and
traditions for the benefit of all Saskatchewan people.

Mandate
Our mandate is to embrace diversity, collaboration,
and inclusivity while providing:
Member Support, Programs, Services and Projects, and
Outreach across the Province of Saskatchewan

'The work and support of the Saskatchewan German Council
reaches lands covered by Treaties 2, 4, 5, 6, 8 and 10,
the traditional lands of the Cree, Dakota, Dene,
Lakota, Nakota and Saulteaux peoples,
as well as the homeland of the Métis.
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04



SGC Board Committes & Task Teams

Finance & Audit
Victoria Oppenlander
llona Beck

Andreas Denz

Andrea MacLeod

Revenue Generation
Andrea MaclLeod
Andreas Denz

Gerald Freyer

Nomination
Andrea MacLeod
llona Beck

Andreas Denz

HR/Personnel
Andrea MaclLeod
Andreas Denz

Verena Gramiak

Awards
Andrea MacLeod
Stephanie Schaefer

External Advisors

Policy

Andreas Denz
llona Beck
Verena Gramiak

Andrea MacLeod

Treffpunkt
llona Beck
Andreas Denz

Andrea MaclLeod

Postillion
Andreas Denz
llona Beck
Gerald Freyer

Theresa Kliem

Communications
llona Beck
Verena Gramiak
Theresa Kliem
Andrea MacLeod

Stephanie Schaefer

05



President’s Report

Dear Members and Supporters,

this was my second year as President and | am pleased to
present to you the President’s Report for the year 2023-
2024, highlighting the significant achievements, initia-
tives, and partnerships that have shaped the Saskatch-
ewan German Council (SGC) over the past year. It has been
an eventful period and we have once again embraced new
opportunities for growth and community engagement.

L

Andrea MaclLeod with Anton Schroeder (Youth Volunteer Award Winner).

You may recall that we had a change in our office staff last
year. Josephin Dick filled the Office and Program Assis-
tant position. Additionally, we were able to hire Thomas
Kolbach who has been sharing the position with Josephin
and has been a welcome addition to the SGC office.

Our annual Treffpunkt Weekend saw a change from a 2-day
event to a 1-day event, which was favoured by 89% of the
attendees. Despite the shorter time, we still were able to
foster the German community and recognize the invalu-
able contributions of our volunteers. The importance of
volunteers cannot be understated, and we extend our
deepest gratitude to all those who have dedicated their
time and energy to support SGC’s endeavors and the Ger-
man community at large.

Andrea Macleod with Maria Hartman (Special Volunteer Award Winner).
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This past fiscal year was the last one with our old Strategic
Plan. The new plan started in April of this year. It is an in-
strumental roadmap for the next three years. Our vision is
to see that German culture is relevant, thriving, and acces-
sible in Saskatchewan. This means we strive to be a strong
and healthy organization, which engages and supports
its members to further that goal. We hope to engage the
youth in the coming years and to create meaningful con-
nections with other organizations to foster inclusion and
diversity.

Another main focus of the SGC has been a communica-
tions plan, to reach a wide variety of audiences. This has
led to an increase in individual members. Our website is a
great tool for information about the German community,
including immigration stories, podcasts, recipes, and more.
We are sending our e-updates bi-monthly, which helps to
focus on events and supports our member groups.

While one focus of the SGC is to support its members and
their work in each community, we offer our programming
as well.

Sheila & Cheryl Aldous (Special Volunteer Award Winners)
with Andrea MacLeod.

Culture in the Kitchen gaps the bridge between the Ger-
man and other cultures, finding similarities, a truly won-
derful way to get to know each other.

Likewise, books bring all ages together to enjoy stories
from their own culture and to experience how others see
the world. A German-English book reading with Miriam
Korner was truly wonderful and brought on connections
between the German students of Aden Bowman Colle-
giate, the German Language School Saskatoon, and the
Saskatchewan Writers’ Guild, who sponsored the event.

Thanks to our Past President Merv Weiss, we were able to
add four new Immigration Stories to our website and have
them printed in the Postillion. This is a great way to learn
about history through people’s lived experiences.



SGC Board in Davidson at the 2023 Round Table.

Speaking of immigration, a documentary called “The New-
comers” was screened in various cities around Saskatch-
ewan and the SGC was part of the screening and panel
discussion in Prince Albert.

Other initiatives are the online Advent calendar, lecture
talks, and the Advent wreath exhibition at the Nutrien
Wonderhub in collaboration with the KulturGarten.

All these programs aim to include traditional and modern
German culture, language, youth and senior engagement,
history, education, Truth and Reconciliation, and diversity.

Through our outreach programming with the Heritage
Festival of Saskatoon, the Saskatoon Folkfest, TAYFFI, and
more we gained many valuable partnerships and collabo-
rations to deliver programs and projects that matter.

We are thankful for the support of our sponsors, our vol-
unteers, the Board of Directors, and the staff in the office.
Without them, we would not be able to do the work we do.

And finally, a huge thanks to the Saskatchewan Lotteries
Trust Fund for Sport, Culture and Recreation and the part-
nership with SaskCulture for their ongoing support.

The SGC received $202,000 in Annual Global Funding
from SaskLotteries which enables SGC’s annual operations
and allow us to pay out member funding to our member
groups which are rooted in community involvement and
deliver a wide range of cultural activities throughout the
province.

As we reflect on the past year’s accomplishments, we look

forward to the future with optimism and enthusiasm. To-
gether, we will continue to promote inclusivity, celebrate
our heritage, and foster cultural understanding within Sas-
katchewan.

Thank you for your unwavering support.

Sincerely,

Andrea MaclLeod

President, Saskatchewan German Council
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Executive Director’s Report

As | am looking back on the 2023/2024 fiscal year, | can
say that it was a very busy year. Naturally, there were some
challenges along the way, but | would like to focus on the
many highlights of the past year, in particular the people
who are part of Saskatchewan German Council’s success!

Through SaskCulture, the Saskatchewan German Council
(SGQ) receives Annual Global Funding from the Sask Lot-
teries Trust Fund for Sport, Culture and Recreation for its
operations. We are very grateful for this support. (State-
ment of Operations, pages 42).

The SGC is creating and sharing experiences of German
culture in Saskatchewan for everyone by working with
many talented people who bring different expertise and
perspectives to the organization. | am thankful for the
many positive relationships and the wonderful people |
get to meet throughout the year.

| have the pleasure to work with a strong and knowledge-
able Board of Directors, bringing many different strengths
to the table, and who work with a clear vision for the or-
ganization that leads SGC into the future (SGC Board of
Directors, page 4).

SGC Staff Josephin, Thomas & Gabriele. (left to right)

The SGC office is run with 2 positions, made up by 3 staff
on site — one full time and two part-time employees. | am
grateful to work with Josephin Dick and Thomas Kolbach
- both so passionate about their work as Office & Program
Assistants. We were also very lucky to have had our dedi-
cated Summer Student Katrina Sha support the team dur-
ing her 8-week employment (SGC Staff, page 4).

Our organization works with several wonderful contrac-
tors, cultural leaders, and volunteers to provide services
and run programs (SGC Project & Contract Staff, page 4):

-Our Postillion Editor, Gerald Freyer put together four is-

sues of Postillion newsletters last year which included fas-
cinating German-related stories of Saskatchewan.
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-Mervin Weiss connected with community members to
tell, write, and edit their compelling stories, resulting in a
growing online Collection of Immigration Stories posted
on the SGC website. The Postillion and the Immigration
Stories help preserve our heritage and Saskatchewan'’s
history.

-Notarizations are done by the Notary Public and for-
mer Office & Program Assistant Franziska Davies-Perret,
normally before official office hours. In addition to SGC's
regular in-house translation service, historic translations
are done by SGC'’s former Immigrant Settlement Advisor,
Brigitte Strzeszewski.

-SGC’s certified Goethe-Institut language examiners are
Franziska Davies-Perret and Josephin Dick.

-Former staff and now director Theresa Kliem offers In-
tercultural Facilitation workshops which can be booked
through the Multicultural Council of Saskatchewan
(MCoS).

Many SGC programs and projects are developed in collab-
oration with others. The SGC greatly values partnerships
with community organizations where all partners benefit
from working together. In the past year, we expanded our
partnerships with the Prince Albert Multicultural Council
(PAMC) and with the Truly Alive Youth and Family Foun-
dation (TAYFFI) (see Multicultural Seniors’ Social Event &
Youth Conversation Circle, page 14-15.

Last year, staff and volunteers of SGC were out in the com-
munity as Cultural Ambassadors. We were present at the
Saskatoon Folkfest in August and Heritage Festival of Sas-
katoon in February. An authentic German Advent wreath
was displayed at the Wonderhub Children’s Museum in
Saskatoon in December, thanks to our member group
Kulturgarten Saskatoon. Thank you to the volunteers who
committed their time to SGC’s outreach activities!

Staff of SGC and Prince Albert Multicultural Council at the filmscreening
of “The Newcomers”in Prince Albert.



The greater public were invited to attend the film screen-
ing & panel discussion of award winning film “The New-
comers” in Prince Albert, to several multicultural Culture
in the Kitchen events (page 18), to the educational lecture
talk with U of S Physics Professor Dr. Rainer Dick about the
German Canadian scientist Gerhard Herzberg (page 16),
and to an author reading event with Miriam Korner involv-
ing youth (page 17). | very much enjoyed working with
TAYFFI to share German culture at a senior’s and youth
event. And a lot of people enjoyed our Online Advent Cal-
endar “Exceptional Christmas Markets”in December (page
11).

Luckily, I was able to join several of our valued member
groups’events last year such as the Maifest and the Advent
Celebration of KulturGarten Saskatoon, the Christkindl
Markt of the German Canadian Club Concordia, CFCR’s
Deutsche Klangfabrik, performances of the Concordia Ju-

nior Alpenrose Dancers, Concordia Alpenrose Schuhplat-
tler Verein, and the Concordia Brass Band. Our member
groups with their cultural leaders and many volunteers
offer an amazing range of programs, festivals and events
that provide public access to culture for all ages (SGC
Member Funding Programs, pages 48-49).

Personally, | very much enjoy arts and culture, spending
much time at different cultural events where | usually
run into old friends (this is Saskatchewan) or make new
acquaintances. | can honestly say that such experiences

Gabriele with Arlene, winner of the 2023 Advent Calendar draw.

improve the quality of my life. Come out and join us, be-
come a volunteer, cultural leader, or a member (or all) for
the SGC or for one of our member groups. Check our so-
cial media channels, join one of the many programs in our
German Canadian community, and celebrate German tra-
ditions with us. You will likely make new friends and keep
our German culture thriving.

Respectfully submitted,

Gabriele Waidelich-Harrison

Executive Director, Saskatchewan German Council
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Strategic Goals
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SGC Programs, Projects & Services

COLLECTION OF
IMMIGRATION STORIES

14 stories, 750 online views

32%
increase
in views

ONLINE ADVENT
CALENDAR

1,700 online views
570 quiz entries
10 prize winners

EEEEERN
EELIEEN
EEENE[E
HEEEN

SGC WEBSITE

39,700

total views

11.6%

increase

T

E-UPDATE

11,300

e-updates sent

A
16%

increase
in e-update subscribers

SOCIAL MEDIA
20,900

Facebook page reach

3,100

Facebook page visits

25%

increase in YouTube views

f X o IO

POSTILLION
1,600

Postillion newsletter printed

600

Postillion newsletter read online

SGC FUNDING

$32,465

granted to members and
non-members to promote
programs which grow and
enhance German-Canadian
cultural, traditions, language,
community growth and diversity
in Saskatchewan.




Goal 1: Member Recruitment, Support and Engagement

Member Support & Service
SGC Member Funding Programs

The SGC provides Member Funding to its network of over
30 member groups to support member programs enhanc-
ing German Canadian culture, traditions, language, com-
munity growth and diversity in Saskatchewan.

“As umbrella organization to over
30 member groups and to individual
members, we greatly appreciate and value
the role our members play in keeping the
German culture relevant in our province,
in being advocates for our culture, and in
building community.”

SGC Board & Staff

Every year, the SGCallocates between $30,000 and $40,000
of its annual budget to fund member programs and help
our members to provide meaningful cultural experiences
in their respective communities. Investment in member
groups acts as a multiplier of culture through the groups’
own 2,360 individual members and supports the develop-
ment of cultural activities for the public, along with audi-
ences, and participants as well as dancers, musicians, sing-
ers, German language students, instructors, conductors,
and general volunteers.

Proving member funding does support important goals:

+ Development of programs which grow and
enhance German Canadian cultural, traditions,
language, community growth and diversity in
Saskatchewan.

+ Help build capacity for member groups.
+ Increase member engagement.

+ Support groups to provide access to culture
in Saskatchewan.

+ Build community spirit.

Encourage youth involvement.
« Support volunteer development.

« Widen geographical reach.

As umbrella organization to over 30 member groups, the
SGC provides Member Funding to support the involve-
ment of different generations to ensure the continuity of
cultural groups in the future.
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$20,165 in Member Project Grants

Supported 36 cultural programs with over 11,000
people benefiting from the grants. Projects include
cultural celebrations such as Oktoberfests, Mosaic,
Maifest, Christkindl Markt, dance & music rehearsal
spaces, cooking classes, German language contest,
choir concerts, German radio program, volunteer
development, and more.

$7,300 in School Funding

Supported German language programs throughout
the school year with 80 students ages 3-75, German
language teachers, school coordinators, volunteers,
along with cultural and learning activities.

$5,000 Costume & Travel Funding

Supported 130 performing members (youth &
adult, German & Austrian) in the areas of dance,
band, and choir for over 60 events with an approxi-
mate audience of 10,000.

Supported the maintenance and purchase of vari-
ous cultural costumes which represent a regional
cultural aspect of German or Austrian culture.

Performing groups travel to rural and urban places
in Saskatchewan. Performing groups act as cultural
ambassadors for audiences at: Canada Day, Folk-
fest, Heritage Festival, International Language Day,
Maifest, Mosaic, Oktoberfests, Sask Winter Games,
Senior Homes, Spring Free from Racism, and Tap-
estrama.

$1,400 Sponsorship

Supported over 300 seniors in long-term care in
sharing a German cultural festivity as well as a
community project for international cooking to
strengthen the community and learn about other
cultures.

$300 Youth Funding

This Youth Funding also engaged youth partici-
pants at cultural events such as the OktoberKinder-
fest in Regina.



Strategic Goal 1: Member Recruitment, Support and Engagement

Member Support & Service

Member Consultations, Treffpunkt & Volunteer Awards

As a member-based organization, the SGC offers services
and benefits to its members such as member consultation
& professional development at Round Table, the annual
meeting in fall with member training, consultations & net-
working opportunities.

Another member meeting is Treffpunkt, the annual con-
ference in June with the Annual General Meeting, tours,
workshops, networking opportunities, showcase of Ger-
man culture, and delicious German food. At Treffpunkt, our
community also celebrates the wonderful and dedicated
volunteers with a Special Volunteer Awards ceremony. Pre-
sented are three Special Volunteer Awards and one Youth
Award to individuals of member groups who have been
generous with their time, efforts, and talents, having made
long-term contributions to their group and community.

We thank all award recipients and volunteers for their en-

thusiasm and commitment to the German community in
Saskatchewan.

2023 Special Volunteer Award & Youth Award

Other Member Benefits & Services
+  Printed quarterly Postillion newsletter.
+  Member discount on translation services.
«  Pre-sale period with discounts for publications.
«  Exhibit rentals.
+ Invitation to member-only events.
«  Design of member event posters.

«  Promotion of member events to strengthen
our members and build community.

«  May appoint voting delegates for SGC's AGM.

« Eligible for election to SGC Board of Directors.

Award recipients: Anton Schroeder, Sheila & Cheryl Aldous, Andrea MacLeod (SGC President) and Maria Hartman (from left to right).
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Strategic Goal 2: Increase Awareness, Access and Profile of SGC

Building an Inclusive Community through Partnerships
Sharing German culture & language: Multicultural Seniors’ Social Event

& Youth Conversation Circle

The SGC and Truly Alive Youth and Family Foundation
(TAYFFI) have partnered for cultural programming that
fosters social inclusion and interculturalism. TAYFFI is a
registered charity with the mandate to enrich commu-
nities, improve quality of life, and foster socioeconomic
success for members of Black and other ethnic/visible
minority groups in the Greater Saskatoon Metropolis and
Canada-wide.

Multicultural Seniors’ Social Event

The culturally enriching Seniors’ Social Event at Market
Mall in Saskatoon was “truly alive” and truly multicultural.
On February 1, 2024, over 20 seniors from different cultural
backgrounds came together for socializing, sharing stories
and enjoying cultural performances. The event was orga-
nized by Truly Alive Youth and Family Foundation (TAYFFI)
in collaboration with the SGC.

Welcome to Germi

SGC Executive Director Gabriele showing a presentation
about German culture.

SGC'’s Executive Director, Gabriele Waidelich-Harrison gave
a presentation about German culture, sharing facts and
information about Germany’s geography, tourism, food
culture, various traditions, and the German Canadian com-
munity in Saskatchewan. To make the session more fun
and interactive, seniors were encouraged to participate
by answering questions about German culture, making
guesses and share their own German experiences. It was
surprising to learn how much knowledge the participants
had about the German culture.

Following the presentation, TAYFFI's Family Support Coor-
dinator Firmesk Haso, who simultaneously translated the
German culture presentation into Arabic, asked the group
to share their own personal stories. It was very interesting
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“All attendees provided overwhelmingly
positive feedback, expressing their
satisfaction with every aspect of the event”

TAYFFI

L
Attentive participants at the Multicultural Seniors’ Social Event.

to learn about everyone’s background which included In-
dia, Germany, Nepal, Kenya, Sudan, and Bangladesh as it
cultivated a deeper understanding and appreciation for
the heritage of others.

In an interactive game, the seniors learned to say the Ger-
man phrase “Ich heile ..., wie heilt du?”(my name is, what
is your name?), allowing them to introduce themselves
and asking other participants for their name. This enjoy-
able social activity connected participants to each other

Culture sharing at the Multicultural Seniors’ Social Event.

and helped appreciate all our different languages. The
enjoyable “Lion’s Dance” performance created a fun atmo-
sphere, symbolizing good luck, prosperity, positive vibes,
and culturally rich entertainment. During lunch which



‘W/ \ .::-"

Enjoying lunch with multicultural food.

consisted of Syrian, Indian and German foods, guests con-
tinued their conversations and personal exchanges which
promoted friendships and understanding and helped
build community.

The SGC thanks TAYFFI for this enriching collaboration

which fostered social inclusion and interculturalism for the
well-being of our community.

Having fun at the event.

Youth Conversation Circle

On March 8, 2024, the SGC and TAYFFI collaborated for the
Cultural Exchange Café Youth Conversation Circle “Dive
into German Culture” at the International Student Centre,
University of Saskatchewan, lead by Celeste Nuriez, Youth
Program Coordinator at TAYFFI.

Attending students received a presentation about Ger-
many and its culture, geography, tourism, the variety of
German music, school system, life at a German university,
inventions, and food.

“Germany & Culture” at the Youth Conversation Circle.

The presentation sparked curiosity in general and in par-
ticular about studying in Germany. Over German snacks,
SGC'’s Executive Director, Gabriele Waidelich-Harrison had
an in-depth exchange about the German culture and its
values while the group of international students shared
stories of their own cultural background.

This program allowed SGC to form connections with
young people, spark curiosity in German culture, engage
with an international group to foster cultural understand-
ing and create an inclusive environment.

We are looking forward to follow up on the students’ sug-

gestion to organize a joint cooking class — what a great
idea to continue this new relationship.
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Strategic Goal 2: Increase Awareness, Access and Profile of SGC

Culture & History of German Canadians in the Prairies
Gerhard Herzberg Lecture & Outreach at Heritage Festival

The annual Heritage Festival of Saskatoon at the Western
Development Museum Saskatoon on February 4, 2024,
brought together communities and organizations to share
their unique traditions, histories, and contributions. Ex-
hibitors, including the SGC, showcased the rich history of
Saskatoon and Saskatchewan. Visitors were able to enjoy
cultural performances, live music and engaging activities,
making it a fun and educational experience for all ages.
Over 1,300 people attended the Heritage Festival 2024.

“Very interesting lecture, I learned so
much about the history of my community
and the significance of Dr. Herzberg on
Saskatchewan”

Fabian H.

The Saskatchewan German Council’s booth with its color-
ful displays, banners, kids' activities, and quizzes engaged
visitors in cultural activities, provided an insight into the
richness of our German heritage and inspired curiosity to
learn more through meaningful conversations with the
SGC staff and volunteers.

As a contribution to the festival’s Speaker Series, the SGC
was proud to present the lecture talk “Gerhard Herzberg
- A Life in Science” by Dr. Rainer Dick. Dr. Dick (a physics
professor at the Unlver5|ty of Saskatchewan) spoke about

: his hero Dr. Ger-
hard Herzberg,
a German physi-
cist who won
the Nobel Prize
in Chemistry
in 1971 for his
contributions to
spectroscopy.
Although Herz-
berg was born
and  educated
in Germany, he
could not pur-
sue a career there
as he had a Jewish
wife during a time of strong Nazi influence in Germany be-
fore World War Il. Herzberg and his family arrived in Saska-
toon with little money and a bit of instrumentation. From
1935-1945 Saskatoon and the U of S provided a safer place
for Herzberg to work and live with his family. Despite hav-
ing a very heavy teaching load at the U of S, Herzberg pub-
lished more about his research papers than many of his
colleagues at the time. Herzberg was inspired by Schro-
dinger’s work, and he identified CH+ in interstellar space.
Dr. Dick emphasized that Herzberg's 4 volumes related
to spectroscopy are very important works that anyone in
Herzberg’s field of study should know about.

16

Visitors at the SGC booth at the 2024 Heritage
Festival of Saskatoon.

Thanks to some assistance from his department head Dr.
Harrington, Herzberg became a member of the Royal So-
ciety of Canada which was quite an achievement for a Ger-
man during WW Il. Former U of S pre5|dents Walter Mur-
ray and John Splnks were also mentloned in connection
to Herzberg’s life. :

Herzberg also con-
tributed to other
organizations and
received awards
and several honor-
ary degrees dur-
ing his very prolific
and influential ca- |
reer. In 1945 Herz-
berg was lured to
work for the Uni- =
versity of Chicago SGCbooth at the 2024 Heritage Festival of

for a few years and sgskatoon.

left there to spend

many years working for the National Research Council of
Canada. Among his many accomplishments Herzberg can
also be remembered for increasing the awareness of Sas-
katoon and the U of S in the world’s scientific community.

This educational talk provided a learning opportunity
about Saskatchewan’s history and highlighted the signifi-
cance of German Canadian scientist Gerhard Herzberg for
Saskatchewan and globally. It featured accomplishments
of German Canadians in the prairies and provided an op-
portunity to connect to community through science. The
presentation inspired many discussions about science, the
history of Saskatoon and the world, the influences of Nazis
at the time as well as the Enemy Aliens status of Germans
at the time.

Dr. Rainer Dick presenting “Gerhard Herzberg - A Life in Science” lecture at
the Heritage Festival.



Strategic Goal 3: Deliver Programs and Services

German English Author Reading

Engaging Youth in Language Activity & Indigenous Learning

Saskatchewan is a province with nearly 30% of people
with ethnic German origin. German is the second of the
three most common non-official languages reported and
hundreds of German language learners are registered in
German language programs in Saskatchewan.

' - ' T
Miriam Kdérner reading from her book “Fox and Bear”.

As a great way to enhance German language skills, pro-
mote language learning, engage audience as well as youth
participation, the SGC hosted two German-English Author
Reading events at Aden Bowman Collegiate.

On May 18th and 19th, 2023 at the library of Aden Bow-
man Collegiate, award-winning story writer Miriam Korner
read from her new children’s book, FOX and BEAR. The
German Canadian author who used to live in a bustling
German city, now enjoys life around the lush forests near
La Ronge, Northern Saskatchewan.

Korner tells stories originated from her naturalistic lifestyle
and aspires to make a positive impact on the world. With
discussions on the pursuit of happiness and its cost to the
environment, FOX and BEAR is a children’s book whose
message also benefits adults.

The audience learned that Miriam Korner created FOX and
BEAR to imagine a different and more hopeful reality after
industrial operations happening in forests saddened her.
Audience discussions revolved around the changing life-
style through Industrial Revolution, happiness, living sim-
plistically, and advocacy for the environment. All pictures
from FOX and BEAR are photos of handcrafts made from
recycled cardboard to protect the environment.

Beyond the discussion of the book, Kérner connected her
manifestation of living in harmony with nature to the In-
digenous culture. Working with respect for the land is a
message coming from both, the German Canadian author,
and her Indigenous community in consensus.

“Eye-opening, learner-friendly, fun,
inspirational with relationship to the land”

Student

Over the course of two days, almost sixty German course
students, SGC members and the public attended the au-
thor reading. Although FOX and BEAR is written in Eng-
lish, Korner read it in German while projecting the English
translation onto a screen, offering a little challenge but not
too hard for readers of any German level to understand.

Audience feedback was very positive, with many agreeing
that the author reading with Kérner not only allowed them
to appreciate the German language but also increased
their understanding of German contributions in shaping
Canadian society. The audience also greatly appreciated
to learn more about Indigenous land, history, and values.

The SGC would like to extend a heartfelt thanks to Aden
Bowman Collegiate for providing their library, the Sas-
katchewan Writers’ Guild for their financial support, the
German Language School Saskatoon, and Aden Bowman
Collegiate teachers for bringing their students, and cer-
tainly, Miriam Korner for sharing her inspiring ideas and
ongoing partnership.

SGE Os -
High school students listening to the story of “Fox and Bear”.
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Strategic Goal 3: Deliver Programs and Services

Culture in the Kitchen — A Multicultural Cooking Series
Connecting Cultures One Dish at a Time

This cooking series is all about sharing food and culture! As
host, the SGC invites other cultural groups to cook with us.
Cooking instructors from the cultural groups introduce re-
gional dishes of their respective country and speak about
their food history and cultural traditions.

In small groups, participants learn to cook one German
dish plus one dish from the other culture. This fun and safe
environment encourages attendees so share their own
stories and make connections which fosters cross-cultural
understanding and builds a stronger community while
sharing each other’s food.

7 In the past year, SGC has
cooked with three different
groups, namely with Iran,
 Ecuador and with Saskatch-
ewan youth.

“Germany meets Iran” shar-
ing German & lIranian food
and culture featured Persian
Orange Chicken with Saffron
Rice & German Orange Cake
with 11 participants of Irish,
Italian, Scottish, and German
backgrounds.

Ecuadorian coconut fish.

“Germany meets Ecuador”sharing German and Ecuadorian
food and culture introduced Coconut Fish & Kaiserschmar-
rn for 10 participants who reported to have increased their
understanding of German and Ecuadorian culture.

When “Germany met Youth”to share German food and cul-
ture, a group of 21 high school students of German along
with their German teacher cooked five different dishes
in smaller groups: Kaiserschmarrn, Griel3nockerlsuppe,
Kasespatzle, Schupfnudeln and German Orange cake.

“I most enjoyed learning to make ‘new dishes’
and the socializing with various cultures.”

Participant

The diverse group of students (Arab, south Asia, Pakistani,
Bangladeshi, English, Taiwanese, Hong Kong, Chinese, In-
dia, Irish + Canadian) not only learned to prepare those
dishes but took in some German language and culture as
well while actively sharing their own cultural backgrounds
with the group.
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Participants having fun in the kitchen.

Culture in the Kitchen increases awareness of German cul-
ture and other cultures, it develops better cross-cultural
understanding, builds a stronger community and creates
knowledgeable participants by engaging in a cultural ac-
tivity. As a diversity project, people from all backgrounds
are invited to participate and learn about different foods
and cultures.

Anyone interested can continue to explore the German
food and culture by exploring the recipe collection on
SGC’'s website as well as the selection of cultural YouTube
cooking videos to enhance this cultural activity.

Students preparing German Schupfnudeln.



Strategic Goal 4: Strong & Sustainable Organization

Ensuring High Level of Quality Standards
Communicator - Community Interpreter & Translator Training

SGC’s self-earned revenue consists of 43% of translations
and notarizations, with a tendency of increasing work.
Translation requests are made for German to English or
English to German translation of school certificates, driv-
er’s licenses, letters, tax notices, marriage certificates, po-
lice record checks, birth certificates, passports, and much
more.

To ensure the knowledge and skills of staff to support this
objective, our part-time Office & Program Assistant and in-
house translator Josephin Dick took part in a professional
development program called “Communicator” Commu-
nicator is a training program for community interpreters
and translators who are working for service provider or-
ganizations in Saskatchewan. The free program, offered by
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress of Saskatchewan (UCC)
in partnership with the Saskatchewan Association of Im-
migrant Settlement and Integration Agencies (SAISIA) was
funded by Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canda.

In the training program, participants received a compre-
hensive training package and had to complete five mod-
ules focusing on the following sectors in translation and
interpreting:

+ Introductory - Fundamentals in translation and
interpretation, Code of Ethics, Standards of
Practice

+ Justice/Legal and Police
- Education and Career Advancement
+ Worker Rights and Labour Standards

« Medical and Healthcare

The Communicator program used the Train-the-Trainer
model. After successful completion of the program and
with ongoing support, our translator Josephin has to facili-
tate online training for other interpreters and translators
within the program.

The Communicator program provided in-depth learning
through modules and great practice by modeling scenari-
os of community interpreter sessions along with feedback
from other participants and instructors. Sessions provided
insights into the responsibilities, code of ethics, confidenti-
ality, accountability, and very important, the maintenance
of role boundaries.

A great deal of experience could also be gathered through
cross-cultural experiences within the diverse group that
consisted of participants from many different languages.
The participants came from Pakistan, from Arabic coun-

tries, Europe, Korea, and other places. Being aware of the
differences in cultures, what can be openly discussed,
watching body language, and reacting accordingly, are
very important tools to have.

As the number of translation requests as well as the com-
plexity of the work increases, the SGC is thankful for this
professional development opportunity which enhanced
our staff’s translation and interpretation skills ensuring
high quality work, consistency, and integrity. Being aware
of the legal requirements of confidentiality, accountabil-
ity, integrity, impartiality and all the other important prin-
ciples for translations and interpretations ensures SGC can
safely decide which translations have to be refused, and
which can be accepted.

As for notarizations, we are very grateful to Franziska Da-
vies-Perret for her ongoing commitment as she continues
to be SGC’s Notary Public.

Translation
Notarization

-Over 30 translations & notarizations

-Over 115 pages translated
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Partners & Afhliations

The SGC appreciates the following partnerships and affiliations that support our work to serve the community.

For Programs & Projects

Author Reading

Miriam Korner

Aden Bowman Collegiate
Saskatchewan Writers' Guild

Advent Wreath Display
Nutrien Wonderhub

KulturGarten Saskatoon

Cultural Presentations

Multicultural Senior’s Social Event — Truly Alive Youth &
Family Foundation

Youth Conversation Circle - Truly Alive Youth & Family
Foundation

Collection of Immigration Stories
Mervin Weiss (Editor, Program Lead)
Leslie Angele

llona & Gregor Beck

Andrea MacLeod

Johanna Tataryn

Culture in the Kitchen
Aden Bowman Collegiate
Saeideh Fadaeif

James Funk

Maria Mora Garces

Goethe-Institut Examination Centre Saskatoon

Prifungszentrum Goethe-Institut

Intercultural Facilitation

Multicultural Council of Saskatchewan

Online Advent Calendar Prizes
German Consulate General Vancouver

Gingerbread World

Outreach Events
Folkfest Saskatoon

Heritage Festival of Saskatoon

Publication “German Settlements in Saskatchewan”

Dr. Alan Anderson

Public Lecture “Gerhad Herzberg - A Life in Science”
Dr. Rainer Dick

Heritage Festival of Saskatoon

SaskScapes Podcast Series “German Culture Alive”

Kevin Power, SaskScapes

“The Newcomers” - Documentary Screening
& Panel Discussion

Prince Albert Multicultural Council
Multicultural Council of Saskatchewan

Theresa Kliem, Producer/Director

Other Partners & Afhliations

German Consulate General Vancouver

Embassy of Germany in Ottawa

Honorary Consul of Germany to Saskatchewan,
Ben Nussbaum

Former Honorary Consul of Germany to Saskatchewan,
Dr. Michael Oelck

Open Door Society

Prairie Centre for the Study of Ukrainian Heritage
Saskatchewan Association of International Language
Saskatchewan Railway Museum

SaskBooks

SaskCulture

University of Regina

University of Saskatchewan

Ukrainian Canadian Congress of Saskatchewan

Western Development Museum
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SGC Member Groups

American Historical Society of Germans from Russia, Regina
Austrian Canadian Edelweiss Club, Regina
Austrian Edelweiss Dance Association, Regina
Austrian Hunting & Fishing Club
CFCR Community Radio Society of Saskatoon Inc.
Concordia Alpenrose Schuhplattler Verein
Concordia Brass Band
Concordia Junior Alpenrose Dancers
Das Schulhaus - Regina German Language School Inc.
Department of International Languages, University of Regina
German Canadian Club Concordia Saskatoon
German Canadian Society Harmonie, Regina
German Language School Saskatoon Inc.

Hansel & Gretel Preschool Inc.

Imhoff Heritage Society, St. Walburg
Jagd- und Fischverein “Waidmann’s Lust’, Regina
Karnevalsgesellschaft Harmonie, Regina
Kochloffel & Nudelholz: German-Canadian Koch- und Backstudio
Kulturgarten Saskatoon
Lloydminster German Heritage Society Inc.

Melville & District German Heritage Club
Mennonite Heritage Village, Swift Current
Mount Olive Lutheran Church
Regina German Film Club
Saskatchewan Association of Teachers of German, Saskatoon
Saskatchewan German Culture Assistance Fund Inc.
Saskatoon German Heritage Society
Skat Club Saskatoon
Spiritwood German Canadian Club
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Regina
Village of Edenwold
Volksliederchor Harmonie Inc., Regina

Zichydorf Village Association



SGC Member Reports

American Historical Society of Germans

Greetings from the Germans from
Russia, Regina Chapter.

We always meet the first Wednesday
of the month and our new time slot
of afternoon meetings versus an eve-
ning meeting has proved to be very
successful. We will continue with this
afternoon format, meeting at Trinity
Lutheran Church.

This past season we viewed a docu-
mentary of an actual German village
in Romania being relocated back
to Germany in 1942. The film was
tracked down and put together by
one of our retired members, Mr. Jo-
sef Tuchscherer. The documentary,
which contained about 20 minutes
of actual footage from 1942, was the
history of his village and his family liv-
ing in Romania and being returned to
Germany. This was unique and very
interesting to watch. His sister Maria,
also born in Romania, is a member of
our group and she walked us through
many parts of the video. Very interest-
ing to say the least.

Our group also tackled the reorga-
nization of our library, we were able
to locate missing books and set up
new sections in the library, such as
Black Sea Germans, Volga Germans,
Bessarabians and many more.We have

Get-together of the American Historical Society of Germans from Russia, Regina Chapter.

from Russia, Regina Chapter

Alvin Knoll, President

a very good little library of resources.
Our group has discussed on numer-
ous occasions the possibility of bring-
ing in guest speakers and we are
pleased that Mr. Mervin Weiss from
Saskatoon has agreed to an invitation
to speak on Wednesday May 22. His
presentation “Who are the German
from Russia” will be open to the gen-
eral public. Merv is well versed in our
German history, and we look forward
to a stimulating evening. A thank you
to Merv for accepting the invitation.
We are currently working on the lo-
gistics for an October meeting with
Dr. Michael Miller from the University
of Fargo, North Dakota.

We held our annual Schmeckfest on
Wednesday, May 1 and we had many
members and guests in attendance.
This is always a good time for fellow-
ship and good food.

We will take our summer vacation
and have our first meeting in Sep-
tember. | would like to thank Trinity
Lutheran Church for being so helpful
and accommodating us as well as the
Sasatchewan German Council for all
their help.

.
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Desserts made from traditional recipes from
Germans from Russia.
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Austrian Canadian Edelweiss Club, Regina

The Austrian Edelweiss Club of Regina
would like to thank the Saskatchewan
German Council for their ongoing fi-
nancial support through the grants
available to us. In 2023, we were able
to use these funds to help us provide
some events to showcase our Austri-
an heritage and gather as a commu-
nity with our members.

In the spring 2023, the Austrian Club
hosted a Mosaic pavilion. With a new
location (South Leisure Center) some
challenges laid ahead of us. We need-
ed to change our menu and figure out
a new layout. With the help of many
volunteers, we proudly welcomed
thousands of visitors that enjoyed our
Austrian food, dance and displays.

)
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Austrian Banners at Mosaic.
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Musicians at Mosaic.

In the fall, we held our annual Schnit-
zel Supper at the German Club in Re-
gina. Members and friends gathered
to enjoy a delicious schnitzel supper
and amazing tortes. Following our
meal, all those in attendance enjoyed
watching the Austrian Edelweiss
Dancers perform. It was a great eve-
ning of fellowship.

Our members were treated to an af-
ternoon performance of the Sound of
Music film at Darke Hall for our Christ-
mas party this year. Thanks to the SGC
grant, we were able to pay for a part
of our members’ tickets making this

event more accessible to all mem-
bers. Our members, along with others
in the audience, sang along to all the
popular songs featured in the Sound
of Music. Following the show our
members gathered for coffee, dessert
and treats for the children.

We look forward to making many
more memories with our member-
ship as we head into 2024. A very
special year for us as it marks our 50th
anniversary as the Austrian Edelweiss
Club of Regina.



CFCR 90.5 FM Community Radio Society of Saskatoon Inc.

Theresa, Deutsche Klangfabrik, CFCR

It's been another great year of com-
munity and volunteering at CFCR
90.5 FM.

Saskatoon’s only community radio
station has justwrapped upitsannual
membership month, but people are
welcome to join anytime throughout
the year. CFCR has a membership of
over 600, with around 150-200 mem-
bers also volunteering as on-air hosts
for various shows. Saskatchewan’s
only German-language radio pro-
gram DEUTSCHE KLANGFABRIK runs
every Sunday from 1 pm to 3 pm. We
are proud to be part of CFCR's mul-
ticultural weekend schedule, broad-
casting after the Eritrean show and
before the Vietnamese program.

DEUTSCHE KLANGFABRIK contains a
mix of music, information and cul-
ture for everyone interested. We love
hearing feedback from our listeners,
and new volunteer hosts are always
welcome, regardless of native speak-
ers or German language learners.

Thanks to the Saskatchewan German
Council for their support throughout
the years. The connection between
CFCR and the SGC started with Sigrid
Kirmse, the founder of the German
radio program, formerly known as
TREFFPUNKT DEUTSCHLAND. Sigrid
passed away earlier this year, but
her hard work, passion as a volun-
teer and her contributions to both
the German-Canadian and the CFCR
community will not be forgotten.
Thanks to Sigrid Kirmse, and thank
you to the Saskatchewan German
Council.

Jay Allen (CFCR Program Director) with Sigrid Kirmse.
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Concordia Alpenrose Schuhplattler Verein

Throughout the 2023/2024 year, the
Concordia Alpenrose Schuhplattler
Verein remained very active. From
January through October, we held
practices at the Boyan Ukrainian
Dance studio on Tuesday evenings.

Beginning in May, we had our first
performance at the Concordia Junior
Alpenrose Dancer’s Maifest at the
Saskatoon Forestry Farm and Zoo. In
June, we travelled to Regina for Mosa-
ic festival where we performed at the
Austrian pavilion. When we arrived,
we had lunch at the Bar Willow Eatery
on Wascana Lake.

~

Dancers of the Concordia Alpenrose
Schuhplattler Verein.

We had a great day, as we always
enjoy socializing with the Austrian
Edelweiss Dancers and their club
members. At the end of that month,
we performed at the outdoor amphi-
theater at River Landing in Saskatoon;
that event was to promote multicul-
turalism and Saskatoon’s Folkfest.

In August, the Concordia Club held
the German pavilion at a new loca-
tion, the Nutana Legion. Our group
performed throughout the week-
end and some of our dancers helped
by emceeing and coordinating the
entertainment. In the fall, we kept
busy with Oktoberfest performances
including the Tikes and Tots fund-
raiser at the Western Development
Museum, the Concordia Club’s event
at the Nutana Legion and various se-
niors’ homes. We always look forward
to the Lloydminster Oktoberfest, as
they treat us very well and we get to
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Amanda Marien

Celebrating at the 2023 Saskatoon Folkfest.

partake in the festivities following our
performances.

We ended the year with a perfor-
mance for a long-time club member,
at her 80th birthday celebration. It
was a lovely afternoon event at the
Barn at Wind’s Edge. Prior to our win-
ter break, Glenda and Emile Bussiere
hosted our group for a potluck Christ-
mas party, complete with games and
specialty cocktails mixed by our resi-
dent dancers/bartenders. As always,
we are grateful for the support we re-
ceive from the German Canadian Club

Concordia and the Saskatchewan
German Council.

Dancers of the Concordia Alpenrose
Schuhplattler Verein.



Concordia Junior Alpenrose Dancers

Our Year in Review from the Concor-
dia Junior Alpenrose Dancers

April 2024 Spring of 2023 started off
with hosting our 2nd Annual Maifest,
together with KulturGarten Saska-
toon. A bright new venue, delicious
Kuchen, along with great entertain-
ment, made for another lovely after-
noon with friends.

Maifest 2023.
We were very appreciative of all
the Maifest entertainment; Theresa,
Singkreis, Concordia Brass Band, Neil
Stubbs & the Concordia Alpenrose
Schuhplattler Verein. Thanks to the
KulturGarten for their partnership &
traditional Kuchen.

Fortunately Shelley from the Saska-
toon German Club, took on the role
and the workload of Pavilion Man-

Lt

Schustertanz at the Saskatoon Folkfest 2023.

Brenda Booker

ager, making it possible for us to once
again, have a German Pavilion at Folk-
fest. Partnering with the Nutana Le-
gion enabled us to have the perfect
venue, in which we could provide our
traditional style pavilion, only on a
smaller scale. Seven performance sets
and 23 hours of Candy Sales later, we
had another very successful Folkfest
under our belt.

The Fall quickly found us right in the
middle of the busiest Oktoberfest
Season we've ever experienced. Five
performances in a matter of four
weeks.

Payment Feast for Oktoberfest Performance at
Sierras of Erindale.

Mixed in among these large events,
we also had many smaller moments
throughout our year. A very early
Spring morning had us cheering on
the runners of the Sask Marathon.
A Christmas performance at Oliver
Place had the girls showing off their
new shawls(Thanks Joan). Best snacks
at Tapestrama on our road trip. Mak-
ing Schultute during Multiculturalism
Day at River Landing. Febtoberfest at
the Rush Game. We even gathered a
few new Dancers at Heritage Festival.

2023 finished off with a few annual
traditions; Our Christmas Party and
our Christmas Baking Box Fundraiser.
Special ‘Thank-You' to Franziska from
Kochloffel & Nudelholz, for once again
making the lovely Baking Boxes for us.

We had a great year & look forward
to seeing you all, sometime in 2024.
Join us in celebrating our 10th year in
existence. We are excited to expand
our representation to include North-
ern Germany. Watch for this new ad-
dition to our costumes in 2024. This
would not be possible without Cos-
tume Funding from the SGC, as well
as, everyone's continued support of
our fundraising efforts.

We gratefully received support from
the SGC, Sask Lotteries, SaskCulture,
as well as the GCCC & all their mem-
bers.

If you want to see what the “Concor-
dia Junior Alpenrose Dancers” are up
to just Follow us on Facebook!

d

Making a Schultute at River Landing.
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Das Schulhaus - Regina German Language School Inc.

Spring/Summer 2023

During the “slower” time of summer,
our board members and teachers
were still active and out and about
in the community. We had an infor-
mation table at the Austrian Pavilion
at Mosaic and we participated at the
Summer Solstice - Sonnenwendfeier
at the Regina German Club. Thanks to
both groups for letting us be part of
the festivities.

Celebrating Fasching.
Fall 2023

Our classes started in September and
ran until May 2024. We were able to
offer 3 children’s classes: Kindergar-
ten (4-7), Grundschule (8-12) and Mit-
telstufe (12-15), which take place in
person in three wonderful classrooms
at the Living Hope Alliance Church in
east Regina. Our adult classes are Be-
ginner, Intermediate and Advanced/
Conversation which are online classes

£

At the Lantern-Walk.

and draw in people from all of Sas-
katchewan. We began to offer Privat
Instructions on a one - on - one ba-
sis which found a nice resonance by
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Stephanie Schaefer

people who need a more intensive
language training mainly for profes-
sional reasons.

Winter 2023/24

While our classes run their regular
course, we also included some cul-
tural events, like Lantern walk (Lat-
ernenumzug) at Wascana Park, a sales

Children made a Nikolaus craft.

table at the Christkindimarkt of the
Regina German Club where we sold
yummy Lebkuchen and handcrafted
Christmas fare. Our children had a
visit from Nikolaus at the school, cele-
brated Fasching / Carnival in February
and crafted some Easter egg decora-
tions in March. Our four Mittelstufe
students wrote the ZfA A1 exam and
all passed with flying colours. Con-
gratulations!!!

In February 2024 we said a heartfelt
goodbye to our wonderful coordina-
tor Dave Wentworth who moved with
his partner to Newfoundland. We
thank him for his amazing work (espe-
cially the website upgrade!) and wish
him all the best for their new endeav-
ors. Fortunately, we found a new Co-
ordinator within a couple of months
and would like to welcome Ramona

Furkert to our team.

| would also like to say a huge “Dank-
eschon” to all our staffl Both our
wonderful teachers: Yvonne Schmidt
- Sobek, Inken Kessel, Olga Lairich,
Stephen Rieger and Regina Furkert
and our very active board members:
Inken Kessel - president, Lilia Kramer
- secretary, Katja Denner and Matthias
Karner. All of you are the heart of our
school.

Yvonne will be leaving us after more
than 13 years of board duties and
teaching. We thank her for all the
hours she spent preparing her les-
sons, crafting for our sales tables and
brainstorming about school gover-
nance. She will be greatly missed, and
we wish her good luck and much joy
for her next adventures. Her Kinder-
garten teaching position needs to be
filled, so anyone interested, please
contact us at info@dasschulhaus.org

Open House of “Das Schulhaus”.

Last but not least | would like to send
our gratitude to the SGC for the ongo-
ing support we couldn't survive with-
out. The German/Austrian/Swiss com-
munity is very fortunate to have such
a great umbrella organization right
here in Saskatchewan.



German Canadian Club Concordia of Saskatoon

In August of 2023, we participated in
Folkfest for the first time since the sale
of our property and the pandemic. At-
tendance far exceeded expectations!

Kishore Gali, President of Folkfest Saskatoon
and Pavilion Manager Shelley Hungness cel-
ebrating at the German Pavilion.

Concordia Brass Band, the Concordia
Alpenrose Schuhplatter Verein, the
Concordia Alpenrose Junior Dancers,
Slim Chance & the High Rollers, AND
Neil Stubbs. Amanda Marien and
Anna Schmidt did a great job emcee-
ing the event. Many, many hours of
volunteer time went into the prepa-

Flo Broten

ration and presentation of Folkfest.
We thank all of our volunteers who
worked so hard to make our pavilion
so successful. And no one worked as
hard as Shelley Hungness, our Pavil-
ion Manager! We also thank the Nu-
tana Legion for the use of their facility
and their assistance.

In Oktober, a number of our members
helped the Nutana Legion prepare
the food and decorate the Hall for
Oktoberfest. Concordia Alpenrose
Schuhplatter Verein, the Concordia
Alpenrose Junior Dancers, Syl White
and Neil Stubbs provided entertain-
ment. It was a wonderful evening.

In November, we held our Annual
Christkindlmarkt, organized by Tashia
Reiter. Thank you, Tashia! The Skat
Club provided bratwurst and sauer-
kraut for the sale. We collected over
$1,000 in donations for the Saskatoon
Food Bank.

We held our annual Members’ Christ-
mas Luncheon at the Coachman in
December. We enjoyed good food
and an opportunity to visit with old
friends. Diane Neufeld organized the
event for our members.

Folkfest visitors enjoying the German Pavilion.
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German Language School Saskatoon Inc.

A bit of a difficult year

The plan for our classes for the
2023/24 was pretty much set ahead
of the start of the school year in Sep-
tember 2023. We knew that we would
have some classes in person as well
as some offerings online again. Look-
ing for new teaching staff seemed to
play in our favor as a couple of people
showed serious interest in joining our
school team and warm up to teaching
a class. Unfortunately, these hopeful
options fell apart quickly, and we had
to find a way to make the best out of
it. In the end we managed with rear-
ranging for some of our students and
the set up of a few classes.

Kathleen Schroeder-Brass, Principal

We lost one of our adult classes in an
early intermediate setting, which was
scheduled to continue as an online
class. The previous teacher “retired”
from teaching classes for our school
after the 2022/23 school year and the
students were informed that we plan
to do the class online if we don't find
a new teacher for the in person set-
ting. Online classes are different and
certainly not for everyone, but we
didn't expect this class to fall apart
completely as most students didn't
respond back during the planning
process. A few didn’t want to continue
this year, and a few were transferred
to another class.

In matters of getting our current
membership to register, everything
went slow ahead of the start of the
school year, which didn't make plan-
ning easier.
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Learning German at the German Language School Saskatoon witch Kasperle.

The interest in classes for younger
kids up to Gr.6 was very slim or not
even there at all for the 2023/24
school year.

We were able to offer the following
classes this school year:

» Kids Level 3/ Gr.7/8/online

+ High School Credit Class / Gr.
9-12/in person

« Adult Beginner S4 / Inter-
mediate S1/in person

« Adult Advanced Conver-
sational / in person

« DSD 1/ German Language
Diploma Class / online

« 10-week German Intro Course
/ online

We certainly like to add to our teach-
ing team to be able to offer more
classes according to interest shown.
Please contact us, if you would love
to teach for us and share your pas-
sion for German language and culture
with eager learners.

A special Thank you to my teaching
staff of 2023/24: Josephin Dick, The-
resa Kliem and Isabel Goy.

| like to send out our appreciation to
our students, our families, and our
friends for being a part of our school
once again. Thank you as well to our
funding support within our province
provided by the Saskatchewan Ger-
man Council (SGC), SaskCulture, Sask-
Lotteries and the Saskatchewan As-
sociation of International Languages
(SAIL) and their efforts in promoting
German Language in Saskatchewan.



Karnevalsgesellschaft Harmonie

Hello from Karnevalsgesellschaft Har-
monie

On November 4th, 2023, we were
happy to hold our Annual Crowning
after a few years of have different Kar-
neval celebrations instead. Princess
Kris | and her Prince Joel | treated us
to a medieval themed evening. Their
novel wooden Orden was a hit as
President Darlene likes to say.

We hosted two other events this sea-
son. St. Nickolas on December 6th.
Thank you to our St. Nickolas who
sported a new costume this year. We
also brought back our gingerbread
house decorating contest. Congratu-
lations to all the winners. Our sec-
ond event was our Kinderfasching/
Kindermasken afternoon in February.
We had lots of games and dancing.
We would like to extend a thank you
to the cultural groups that provided
us with their talent for those events. A
huge thank you to all our volunteers.

Our Dance Groups were busy per-
forming around the city since our
last report. An invitation to perform
at Mosaic in Regina was received and
accepted from the Romanian Pavil-
ion and the Spirit of China. Through

Performance at Spring Free From Racism.

Sheila Aldous

RMC, they performed at the Farmers
Market and a few Bring A Little Mosaic
To You events. They attended events
at the Regina German Club, Canada
Day at the Saskatchewan African Ca-
nadian Heritage Museum stage and
the Dragon Boat Event at the end of
August. We were very happy to have
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A Celebration of Cultures — Dewdney East Com-
munity Association.

the Irish Dancers join us for a couple
of dances at that event. Plus, the Cul-
tural Evolution event in September.
They were invited to perform at a few
Christmas events: Victoria Square’s
Winter Wonderland, Southland Mall’s
Holiday Stage and at Green Falls Re-
tirement Residence. This season we
learnt a couple of dances to Christmas
music to add to the season’s festivi-
ties. They ended this reporting season
with a performance at the Glencairn
Celebration of Cultures and Spring
Free from Racism.

High Noon Optimist Club apprecia-
tion night and Embracing Differences
by the RMC Association were a cou-
ple of events members took part in.
Members also attended the SGC an-
nual Treffpunkt event in Regina. The
organizing committee did a great job.
Thank you from Cheryl and Sheila for
receiving one of the special volunteer
awards. A closing of Karneval evening
was held on February 13th at the Ger-
man Club for our membership.

We had a few fundraisers this year for
our dancers, and they would like to

send a thank you to everyone who at-
tended events and bought products
from them.
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Our President — Darlene Rubrecht.

If you are interested in joining the
group or dancing with us, our con-
tacts are President - Darlene Rubrecht
or our Vice-President - Cheryl Aldous
at our group email karnevaldancers@
gmail.com.

We would like to thank SGC for their
support. As well as the Regina Ger-
man Club for their support and for the
great meals they provide.

Closing of Karneval Evening.
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Kochloffel & Nudelholz:

German-Canadian Koch- und Backstudio

Cooking classes are going stronger
than ever! Kochloffel's main focus
continues to be promoting Austrian,
German and Swiss cuisine and food
culture.

The cooking season started in April
with creamy paprika Geschnetzeltes,
a casserole from Bern, baked leeks
with ham and cheese. Leeks were a
new ingredient for some participants
so it was nice to see it be a popular
dish for the evening. Next came time
to make sauerkraut rolls, iced Hibiscus
tea, and a garlic soup with rye bread
croutons. To celebrate German Heri-
tage month in October we made the
ever-popular pork medallions with a
mushroom cream sauce, and Bavarian
dumplings for dessert. For November,
we made hearty recipes that included
Rouladen with a salad-potato puree,
dark beer and Radler streusel cake.
The cake was a hit for the evening! For
December, Kochloffel partnered with
the Concordia Junior Alpenrose Danc-
ers for their 2nd Annual Baking Box
Fundraiser. It was a great opportunity
to work with another member group.

Classic Hefezopf made with pearl sugar, recipe
found on Kochléffel's YouTube channel.

The new year started with a class
on bread dumplings with creamed
mushrooms, Austrian pastries filled
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Kochléffel’s table at the German Pavilion for Folkfest 2023.

with quark and a winter punch made
with whole walnuts. Participants are
still talking about the punch recipes
months later! February saw us mak-
ing chicken in a mustard cream sauce
with potato arugula pancakes and
Austrian Danishes for dessert. March
was all about a German regional sour
cream soup, made from scratch buns
with different seeds and German
cheesecake streusel muffins.

Most classes are filled to the brim with
participants, not to mention having a
waiting list. The cooking classes are
coordinated to improve not only the
culinary skills of participants but also
to encourage cultural appreciation,
creativity and the exploration of new
cuisines.

Besides coordinating classes, there
are always side projects for Kochloffel.
Most include trying to come up with
substitutes for ingredients that you
can readily find in Germany but not
really here in Canada. However, we've
found some work arounds after lots

of hours of research. There are excit-
ing new projects in the works so make
sure to sign up to get news right to
your email box when it comes out!

Contact me at kochloeffelandnudel-
holz@gmail.com

German cheesecake Muffins from the March
2024 class.

Thank you to SaskLotteries, SaskCul-
ture and the Saskatchewan German
Council for their continuous support
of our cooking classes!































































