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2023 Advent Calendar - Exceptional Christmas Markets

The Saskatchewan German Council was pleased to present the 2023 Online Advent Calendar. Visitors were
able to discover 24 amazing Christmas markets in Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Luxembourg, and Canada,
including Saskatchewan.

Each day, a new market, its history, and German traditions, were presented. Some German Christmas recipes
and Christmas crafts were added to the mix.

Did you know ...

1 that the Striezelmarkt in Dresden goes back to 1434?

7 that the Christmas market in Basel has a 13-meter-high Christmas pyramid?

{1 that Ottawa has an Indigenous Holiday Market with products and gifts from over 30 local Indigenous
vendors?

1 that you can find German-style Christmas markets in Saskatchewan?

You can still discover the magic of Christmas markets from the comfort of your own home in this booklet. And
maybe you can open a door every day next Advent.
M



Quizzes and Prizes

There were interactive quizzes and games behind each door. All participants who entered an email contact
automatically entered the mid-December and the final draw. Of course, you were able to play the games
without entering your email.

Mid - December Prize Draw: Lebkuchen (Gingerbread) Boxes - various Lebkuchen
Final Prize Draw:

Lebkuchen Schmidt - Festive Chest, an assortment of premium Lebkuchen and other Christmas cookies. In
case you are wondering — did you know that gingerbread actually tastes better after Christmas?

Germany Longing Calendar 2024 - Travel calendar with 53 high-quality postcards of the most beautiful places
in Germany. A tour in pictures from popular sights to surprising angles.

Deutschland 2024 Harenberg

Sehnsuchtskalender

Thank You to our Prize Sponsors

Gingerbread World for the delicious Lebkuchen, Christmas cookies and Festive Chest. https://gingerbread-
world.com/

German Consulate General Vancouver for the wonderful travel calendars that instill wanderlust and longing to
see the many beautiful places in Germany. https://canada.diplo.de/ca-en/about-us/vancouver

Your support means a lot to our organization - thank you!


https://gingerbread-world.com/
https://gingerbread-world.com/
https://canada.diplo.de/ca-en/about-us/vancouver
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The Tradition of Christmas Markets

Christmas Markets are popular street markets during the Advent time. Known as Christkindimarkt,
Weihnachtsmarkt, or Christkindlimarkt they are almost a must to visit during Advent. They originated in
Germany and are found today all over the world. The first Christmas markets date back to the late Middle Ages
in the German-speaking parts of Europe. They quickly became popular customs during the reformation area.
Some of the oldest are the markets in Nuremberg and Dresden. Dresden’s Striezelmarkt goes back to 1434.
However, December markets have been held in Vienna since 1296, in Munich since 1310 and Bautzen since
1384. The two-week market in Vienna was authorized by Duke Albrecht | in the month of December. It was,
however, not related to any Christmas festivities. During the 16" century, when it became popular to put up a
Christmas tree, written records of Christmas markets appeared more frequently. The custom spread to
German-speaking parts of Europe, and later to all around the world.

Today, it is often the opening of the Christmas market when many people in German-speaking countries start
to feel the Christmas spirit. The festive stalls, the illuminated buildings surrounding the market, the smell of
Christmas cookies and, of course, roasted chestnuts and mulled wine contribute to the joy of the season. Many
markets have a nativity scene, concerts, rides, and performances. The Christmas markets in Nuremberg and
Dresden attract an astounding 2 million visitors every year. Stuttgart, Frankfurt, and Vienna even more with
about 3 million. Today, you can visit about 3,000 Christmas markets in Germany alone.

We hope you had a chance to visit the Christkindl Markt of the Regina German Club in November. In case you
missed it, mark your calendar for next year. The German Canadian Club Concordia of Saskatoon is hosting a
Christmas market as well. Maybe you can visit one or the other someday.

Make your own Advent calendar. Watch our YouTube video.

YouTube: https://youtu.be/xQJ6uPm WJg?si=0IL2epn2t-VZW62¢g



http://reginagermanclub.ca/
https://www.saskgerman.com/
https://youtu.be/xQJ6uPm_WJg?si=NGvnmOvM8xnJACjg
https://youtu.be/xQJ6uPm_WJg?si=0IL2epn2t-VZW62g

Regina Christkindl Markt and Christmas Concert

On November 25, 2023, the Regina Club hosted another Christkindl Markt. In Germany, Christmas
Markets are a delightful way to begin the holiday festivities. Visitors were able to enjoy sizzling
sausages, sweet pastries, Christmas cookies, and hot spiced Glihwein, at the Regina German Club
enchanted by the old world charm of a German Christmas Market.

With free admission, patrons enjoyed the festivities which included vendors selling sweet treats,
handmade items, Christmas gifts and more. Children could work at a craft table. Every year you can
find local, hand-made gifts, imported goods, baked delicacies, and great food. Goulash, Flammkuchen,
Stollen, Kaiserschmarrn and Bratapfel just to name a few.

GlUhwein is usually served in the foyer, and outside the Bratwurst station and the Schnapshausle will
make sure nobody gets too cold. The Back- and Bastelstube are in the lower level. Here, children make
their own Christmas cookies, or craft ornaments.

Celebrating Christkindl Market in Regina at the German Club has become a much anticipated annual
tradition. The market, organized by a committee of six, has been a staple since 2012. Since 1955 the
club celebrates German culture and traditions while welcoming people from all different background
to experience culture and enjoy traditions at their clubhouse on St John Street. Did you know that
about 55,000 people in Regina have some German ancestors? So, if you have, or not, it doesn’t matter,
come, and enjoy the Volksliederchor Harmonie Christmas Concert at the Regina Club on December 3™
at 2:30 p.m.



https://youtu.be/me85n1cVN0U?si=VGKO4MBgr21YIU-V
https://youtu.be/VN0ximZwh2Y?si=Tr0pjRF325HmD9sS
https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/mulled-wine-gluhwein/
https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/kaiserschmarrn/
https://saskgermancouncil.org/events/christmas-concert/
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Wienachtsdorf in Zurich

You probably wonder why Weihnachtsdorf is spelled a little differently this time. Zurich, of course, is located in
Switzerland. Switzerland has four official languages. About 62% speak German, about 23% French, 8% Italian
and 0.5% Romansh. In Zurich, most speak German, or better said Alemannic Swiss German. So, if you learned
German in school, you will be in for a little surprise, since that dialect is quite different. But don't worry, just ask
the friendly people to use high German, and you will understand, at least most of it.

Zurich is the largest city in Switzerland. It was settled over 2000 years ago by the Romans. Earlier smaller
settlements in the region go back over 6000 years. The city is renowned for over 50 museums, theaters, and
about 100 art galleries. And, of course, for financial institutions and banking. Zurich has over 1200 water
fountains, and yes, you can drink from all of them, so you do not have to carry around, or buy water bottles all
the time. Just fill your own when you need it. You can find Europe’s largest clock on the tower of St. Peter’s
Church. The clock face measures 8.7 meters and covers almost the whole of the tower’s side.

The Wienachtsdorf in Zurich on Sechselautenplatz is open from the end of November to Christmas Eve. About
120 red market stalls will transform the place into a wonderland of culinary delights and offer traditional
handcrafted art with unique designs. A large, illuminated Christmas tree will be the shining centerpiece and
invite everyone to linger and enjoy themselves. Fire juggling, magicians, craft stations and many other
performances will entertain the visitors. Or they can go skating on the rink in the middle of the market.

Another Christmas market is in the train station. The Chistkindli Markt is one of the largest indoor Christmas
markets in Europe. For 30 years now, since 1993, the largest train station in Switzerland is transformed to bring
joy to everyone. Spin the pedals of the stationary bikes to illuminate the Christmas tree.



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Christkindli-Markt_-_Hauptbahnhof_Z%C3%BCrich_2012-11-29_18-49-18_(P7700).JPG
https://www.wienachtsdorf.ch/
https://www.christkindlimarkt.ch/

Painting by Swiss artist Hans Bachmann (1852 - 1917) 'A Christmas Carol in Lucerne'
(1887) ©Hans Bachmann (1852 - 1917) Public Domain

Christmas in Lucerne

Have you ever been in Switzerland, or
visited Lucerne? The short Video can
bring you there to get a first impression.
Lucerne is a city in central Switzerland in
the German-speaking part of the
country. Around 750 the Benedictine
Monastery of St. Leodegar was founded,
and in the middle of the 9 century the
town was known as Luciaria. Lucerne
gained independence in 1415 and
became a member of the Swiss
confederacy. Infrastructure was
improved and the city started to collect
higher taxes and appointed its own
officials. The Chapel Bridge and Water
Tower are Lucerne’s landmarks. The
bridge is probably the oldest covered
bridge in Europe. Built in the 14" century
it was part of the city's fortifications.
During the 17" century pictorial panels
were added to the structure with scenes
taken from Swiss history and the lives of
St. Leodegar and St. Maurice. The
octagonal, about 34 meters high water
tower was constructed around 1300. It
functioned not only as a water tower, but
as an archive, treasury, and prison as well.

During the Advent time, Lucerne is a city of lights. Handmade gifts at the crafts market and musical
performances shorten the time until Christmas. The Franziskanerplatz changes into a small village with many
wooden houses. The largest Advent wreath in Switzerland is in the center of the Franziskaner fountain. Three
meters in diameter with four meter tall candles and hundreds of lights, it is quite the sight. In case you like
unique art, crafts, and handmade jewelry, the Lucerne Craft Market at the Wine Market is the perfect place to
go. It will be open in December as well, even though it is not truly a Christmas market. A more traditional
Christmas market is at the Luzerner Inseli-Park the Rudolf’s Christmas Spectacle. Artisans present their crafts in
many small huts, and you can enjoy culinary delights, especially fondue varieties. And in case you still need a
Christmas tree. At the Christmas tree market, all sizes and kinds of trees grown locally are available. Of course,

getting it to Saskatchewan might be a challenge.

Listen to ‘Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht’



https://www.luzern.com/en/highlights/christmas-in-lucerne/
https://weihnachtsmarkt-luzern.com/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hans_Bachmann_A_Christmas_Carol_in_Lucerne_(1887).jpg

Berlin, itis hard to choose just one

The German capital Berlin has a remarkable more than one hundred Christmas markets every year.
Consequently, it is not surprising that everyone can find a Christmas market to their liking. Of course, we cannot
include all of these markets in our little Advent calendar, so we have to pick a few.

In the old town of Spandau, in the largest pedestrian zone of Berlin, the beautifully decorated Christmas tree
and the many stalls create a splendid atmosphere for the Christmas market. You can visit the nativity scene with
live sheep and other animals and enjoy international foods and crafts. The diversity is amazing, and you can
appreciate food and items from Peru to Poland.

The Christmas Market on Gendarmenmarkt, the Weihnachtszauber (the magic of Christmas) attracts around
800,000 visitors just on its own. This Market's focus is on craftsmanship. In a large tent, visitors can watch
craftspeople working in their trade. From wood carvers, tailors, to candle and comb makers, you can see many
different skills. Later, of course, you can purchase unique hand-made gifts for friends and family, or some treats
for yourself.

Near the well-known Kurflirstendamm, the famous shopping mile, The Christmas Market on Breitscheidplatz
attracts the younger audience with carousels, amusement rides and many hand-crafted toys. Of course,
traditional ornaments and festive treats are to be found as well. One of the highlights of this market is the Mulled
Wine Sale for Charity. The proceeds from one day will be donated to the Berlin Red Cross to help homeless
people during the winter months.

The last Christmas market we would like to introduce here is the Alt-Rixdorf Christmas market in NeukdlIn. Since
the Rixdorf Christmas market is a charitable event, it will only be open to visitors for one weekend. The proceeds
will go towards neighborhood initiatives in Neukdlln. Paraffin lamps will be lit and about 200 vendors will offer
Christmas decorations, food, toys, and more. Visitors can go on pony rides, the Three Wise Men, including their
camels will be there, and a historic smithy will draw one’s attention.



Nuremberg Christkindlesmarkt

One of the oldest and most famous Christkindl’s markets in the world is the one in Nuremberg. For almost 500
years, gingerbread and bratwurst have been a staple there in the time before Christmas. The first mention of a
winter market in Nuremberg dates back to 1530. During Advent, nuns from Bergen sent for spices from the
market.

The opening of the Nuremberg Christmas market on the last Friday before the first Advent is exceptional. At
5:30 pm the trumpets are blown, a choir sings Christmas songs and after turning on the spotlights on the Church
of Our Lady the Christkind recites her opening speech and officially declares the Christmas market open.

Nuremberg Lebkuchen and Nuremberg Bratwurst are irresistible. Even though it is not the Nuremberg recipe,
check out the Lebkuchen on our website. After bakers noticed that honey-sweetened dough would ferment
when stored in a cool location for several weeks, the air bubbles improving the breads quality, the Lebkuchen
was invented in Germany in the 13th century. Friedrich Ill invited the children of Nuremberg in 1487 to a special
event, offering about 4000 children Lebkuchen with his picture imprinted on them. Other names for Lebkuchen
are Honigkuchen (honey cakes) or Pfefferkuchen (pepper or spice cakes). Usually, they are fairly large and
because of the ingredients quite nourishing. Starting in 1808 a new variant was created. The Elisenlebkuchen is
made without or with only a little flour.

Further attractions are the Children’s Christmas Market, which caters specifically to children. They can do crafts,
bake cookies, or go on different rides. The Sternenhaus children’s theater offers a cultural program tailored to
children. And the Sister Cities’ Market reflects the connection Nuremberg has with 13 cities from all around the
world. The lantern parade goes back to a time when Nuremberg was still in ruins in 1948. Each year about 1000
children create colorful lanterns and carry them up to the castle. They play the Christmas story and sing songs
after arriving in the castle.

¢


https://www.christkindlesmarkt.de/en/
https://saskgermancouncil.org/recipes/mennonite-gingerbread-mennoniten-lebkuchen/
http://www.christkindlesmarkt.de/en/for-children/children-s-christmas-market-kinderweihnacht-1.2373258
http://www.christkindlesmarkt.de/en/for-children/cultural-program-for-children-at-the-sternenhaus-1.3969070
http://www.christkindlesmarkt.de/en/christmas-market/market-of-the-sister-cities
http://www.christkindlesmarkt.de/en/for-children/the-lantern-procession-nuremberg-shines-1.3140615

The Stars of St. Gallen

The Abbey of St. Gallen, which today is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, was founded in the 8" century by Saint
Othmar. It quickly became the center of trade in the area, with guest houses, stables, and everything else a
traveler might need. In 937, a fire destroyed much of the Abbey and the surrounding town. Fortunately, the
Abbey’s library survived without damage. In 1767, St. Gallen Cathedral was completed. It was designed by Peter
Thumb, who designed the impressive Abbey’s library as well.

Christmas in St. Gallen is very special. Above the streets in the Old Town, about 700 stars illuminate the sky. A
large Christmas tree, at least 20 meters high, is placed at the Cathedral place. At about 70 huts you can find
everything, from Christmas ornaments, to jewelry, to food and drinks. Don’t miss out on Swiss chocolate and
raclette. Watch the video to get a glimpse of St. Gallen during Christmastime. Candle making is one of the
popular activities at one of the pavilions. You can make your own candle and the proceeds will go to a charity.

St. Gallen has a rich culture with many beautiful heritage sites and places of national significance. The Abbey of
St. Gallen, the former Dominican Abbey of St. Katharina, the Reformed Church of St. Laurenzen Kirche, and the
Roman Catholic parish church of St. Maria Neudorf. Six museums or archives, including a Textile museum. The
textile industry in St. Gallen was famous, and the embroidery from the town is still one of the best worldwide.
The library of the Stiftsbibliothek St. Gallen is one of the most beautiful libraries. The scriptorium goes back to
the 8™ century, and the monks collected books and other items vigorously. The collection grew and attracted
artists and scholars. In 1553, the abbey began building a specific library, and this building was then replaced by
the current library in 1767. The Baroque Hall, the ceiling and the general interior are just amazing.

M N


https://www.iamexpat.ch/lifestyle/expat-events-festivals/st-gallen-christmas-market

Striezelmarkt in Dresden

Dresden has probably the oldest Christmas market in Germany. The market, now hosting about 240 stands in
the capital of Saxony, has been in existence since the 15" century. In documents dating back to 1434 a market
selling ‘Striezel’ was mentioned. The ‘Striezel’ actually gave the market its name, “Dresdner Striezelmarkt”. In
1434, the electoral prince Friedrich Il. and his brother duke Sigismund gave the city the privilege to hold a market
one day in the week. Including the week before Christmas. At the beginning, mostly meat was sold. However,
after the initial success, other goods became available over time. Dresden is known for the ‘Striezel’ or ‘Stollen’
Dresdner Stollen is sweet bread made with dried and candied fruit, covered with icing sugar. During the
‘Stollenfest’ a huge Stollen will be baked and sold. The proceeds will be used for charitable purposes. You will
find the Herrnhuter Star (Moravian Star) in many windows. Many of the items at the market are produced in the
Ore Mountains, where the handcrafts of making beautiful Christmas decorations by hand is still common in local
manufactures. Woodcarving is one of the most treasured crafts in the ore mountains near Dresden. So, it is not
surprising you will find many beautiful items, from angles, Christmas pyramids, Schwibbogen, and children’s
toys at the stalls. Christmas trees, nativity scenes, puppet theatres, a Santa Claus’ House and elf cottages will be
there as well.

There is no shortage of specialty food items. Gingerbread, candied fruit, roasted almonds, and mulled wine. Did
you know mulled wine supposedly was first thought up by a Saxon nobleman?

Among all the delicacies, you can find a small lucky charm made from prunes. The Dresden plum spoon
resembled the small, often only seven-year-old chimney sweep boys with a cape and ladder who climbed into
the chimneys with their brooms to clean them from the inside. When the cleaning of the chimneys with a broom
on a long rope had become established and the chimney sweep apprentices had to be at least 18 years old, the
plum spoon also changed. From then on, he carried a ladder, a top hat, and a golden ruff and was named
Pflaumentoffel.

Basteln Pflaumentoffel selber machen Craft, how to make a,Pflaumentoffel’
»Bein“-Holzstabchen in die kleine Holzplatte ‘Leg’ - poke the wooden stick into a small wooden
stecken. disc

Pflaumen auf die ,Bein“-Stabchen stecken. Push the dried prunes onto the sticks

Pflaumen auf die,,Arm”“-Stabchen stecken. Push prunes on to the ‘arm’-sticks

Arme und Beine zusammenstecken. Connect the arms and the legs

Kopf Gber Halskrause aufstecken. Attach the head over a golden ruff

Leiter in die Hand. Attach the ladder to one of the arms

Fertig ist der Basteltoffel! Finished

MM
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Christkindelsmarkt in Baden-Baden

Baden-Baden is likely known worldwide for the spas, health resorts and as a casino town. Did you know that the
citizens of Baden-Baden were not allowed to play in the casino until recently? The traditional Weihnachtsmarkt
offers another possibility to enjoy yourself. Delicious food, live concerts and stalls offering arts & crafts are
everywhere. Speaking of health resorts, there is one place where you need to turn the wheels of the stationary
bike really fast to light the Christmas tree. Check out the many events for children. Children can write a letter to
the Christ Child and deposit it directly into the ‘Himmelsbriefkasten’ (heaven’s mailbox). They can ride on an
historic merry-go-round or enjoy the large exhibit of nativity scenes. Don't forget to meet St. Nikolaus when he
personally comes on St. Nikolaus day to say hello. A visit to the fairy tale street will entertain the little ones as
well.

Baden-Baden, a town in Baden-Wuerttemberg, was already famous for its natural springs and known to the
Romans. The hot springs and the beautiful architecture are well worth a visit. The old town is on the side of a hill
and the town has 29 natural springs with temperatures from a little over 40 degrees Celsius to almost 70 degrees.
The mineral rich water is collected by an intricate pipe system and guided to the various spas. Romans
constructed bath facilities as early as 210 AD. The emperor Hadrian supposedly visited the bath to get relief from
his arthritic aches, and the Roman soldiers garrisoned in Strasbourg enjoyed the bath as well. You can visit the
ruins of the Roman soldier bath right underneath Friedrichsbad. After the Romans left, the town more or less
disappeared. The area was settled again after a church was built in the 7™ century. From that time onwards, it
grew in significance over the years. In 1112, it became the seat of the Margraviate of Baden. The Lichtenthal
Convent was founded in 1254, and the Hohenbaden Castle and the New Castle came shortly after.


https://www.baden-baden.com/veranstaltungen/christkindelsmarkt/kinderprogramm#/event

Fall in love with Heidelberg

One of the most romantic cities in the world is probably Heidelberg. The historic architecture, the castle, the
medieval streets, and the heavenly cuisine are just the perfect background for beautiful Christmas markets. Like
most larger cities, the Heidelberg Christmas market has more than one location. Six different places invite the
visitors to enjoy the pre-Christmas time. The large barrel on Marktplatz with a capacity of 120,000 liters, offers a
great view over the market. The idea for the marketplace barrel comes from the giant original located in
Heidelberg Castle. Itis the largest wine barrel ever filled in the world and can hold 220,000 liters, standing about
7 meters high and being about 8.5 meters deep. It was built by Prince Elector Karl Theodor to store the wine
collected as taxes from wine growers in the region. On top of the barrel there is a dance floor with some stairs
allowing visitors access to the floor. The Heidelberg Tun was built in 1751 using more than 130 oak trees.
Because of leaks, the barrel has not been used for storing wine since the late 18" century. Therefore, the capacity
has shrunk a little over the years from the wood drying out.

Heidelberg has for many years now included a sustainable energy saving concept into the Christmas market
and events accompanying it. Since 2017 they managed to convert to energy saving technology and consume
75 to 80 percent less energy than before during the events. The ice rink has been running on green electricity
for years now.

The university in Heidelberg is the oldest university in Germany. It was founded in 1386. Ruprecht |, Elector
Palatine, received the permission to establish the university from the pope. It attracted and still attracts the
world’s best academics to the city. It is one of the strongest research universities in all of Europe. Martin Luther
defended his Ninety-Five Theses in 1518 in Heidelberg at the university.

The history, the university life, the student bars, and the cozy architecture give the town its unique charm.



Ottawa - Christmas in the Capital

Did you know that Queen Victoria of Britain did choose Ottawa to be the capital of Canada in 1857, and the
word Ottawa comes from the Algonquin word ‘adawe’ for trade? So, there is no doubt why you will have a large
variety of Christmas Markets and Fairs in Ottawa. Light displays, hot chocolate, mulled wine, and live shows will
make sure you feel the Christmas spirit.

Over 45 vendors will show off their goodies during the 16 days of the Christmas market in Ottawa at Lansdowne
at Casino Lac Leamy Plaza in European-Style Christmas booths. On the first day, you can take part in the official
tree-lighting ceremony. The perfect start to the holiday season. The Santa’s Workshop for kids is a fairly new
addition and offers to entertain the kids with free crafts. For five weeks, starting at the end of November, on
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday the market usually opens with music, workshops, many attractions, food and more.

The ASAAWE Indigenous Holiday Market is a great way to explore products and gifts from over 30 local
Indigenous vendors, try bannock and other treats, and connect with new and old friends.

At the Fisher Park Christmas Craft Market, you can check out unique handmade items from local urban Artisans
and get gourmet foods.

At the Holiday Party & Craft Fair, children can visit with Santa, take photos, make crafts, and decorate cookies,
while the parents can shop for gifts, and visit with friends and family.

And after eating and drinking so many delicious Christmas treats, you should visit the Rideau Canal and skate
on the 7.8 km long skating rink. And for the night you could stay at the hostel, which was a jail in the 19" century.



Salzburger Christkindelmarkt

About 100 market stands will greet you at one of the oldest Christmas markets in_Salzburg, located at Cathedral
Square and Residenz Square in Salzburg's World Heritage-listed Old City. It began in the late 15™ century as the
TandImarkt (bric-a-brac market) which offered a wide range of goods for the local population. By the 17t
century, the market was renamed to Nikolaimarkt, since it started two weeks before St. Nicholas Day and ended
two weeks after that day. Since 1974, the opening day has been the first Sunday in Advent. There are numerous
events, choral singing in front of the Cathedral, Turmblasen’ - wind instrument concerts, and nativity scenes in
the courtyard. The last day of the Christmas market is January 1%, so you need to get your mulled wine and
goodies before that day.

The Salzburg Cathedral makes for the perfect background for the ChristkindImarkt. Saint Rupert founded the
church at this location in 774. It burned down in 824 due to lightning and in 1181 again. Each time it was rebuilt
after some years. In 1598, Prince-Bishop Wolf Dietrich Raitenau ordered the entire basilica to be demolished,
since several attempts at restoration and reconstruction failed miserably. In the 17 century the church was
rebuilt in the Baroque style partially on the foundations of the old basilica. An excavation site under the
cathedral can be seen in the Domgrabungen (excavation below the dome). The site features mosaics and other
artifacts from the time, when it still was the old forum of the Roman city Juvavum. What might surprise you is
that outside, of the north tower house, there is still an old oven used for baking communion bread.

Another remarkable little piece of information is that the Cathedral has two bells cast in 1628. The Marienglocke
(4,004 kg) and the Virgilglocke (1,360 kg). In 1961, the Cathedral added five new bells. With the Salvator bell
being the second-largest bell in Austria, with an amazing weight of 14,256 kg.
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https://www.salzburg.info/en/salzburg/advent/salzburg-christmas-market
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salzburg_Cathedral

Christmas in Geneva

Geneva, the second largest, city in Switzerland, is located at the south-western end of Lake Geneva. It is
surrounded by three mountain ranges. Which contributes to its unique charm. Most people in Geneva speak
French. You will find many international organizations in Geneva. For example, the headquarters of the United
Nations, the European Organization for Nuclear Research, the International Committee of the Red Cross, and
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.

In some years, Geneva ranked among the 10 most livable cities in the world. An astounding 82 buildings are
listed as Swiss heritage sites of national significance. From the Bronze Age shore settlement of Plonjon to
Cathedral St-Pierre and the Bibliotheque de Genéve, and the list goes on.

The Christmas market in Geneva is one of the best. A large Christmas tree, festive decoration and magical
displays invite you to take a stroll through the market from the end of November until Christmas. You can find
handcrafted decorations, and delicious treats to please everyone. Take a ride on the Grande Roué, the Ferris
wheel, and get a glimpse of the market from above.

The Christmas Roast, usually beef or goose, the pain d'épices, a kind of gingerbread, the Bliche de Noél, a dessert
made from sponge cake, and many more treats await the visitors. You can even try Raclette, roasted chestnuts
and, of course, Vin Chaud, mulled wine.

Talking about food, the Chocolate Walking tour of Geneva is a must for chocolate lovers. The three-hour walking
tour will be a unique experience. Learning about the history of chocolate and tasting different types of chocolate
is a lot of fun.
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https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&q=christmas+in+Geneva#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:f30a6b6a,vid:iq8UIr1TU08

Montreal Christmas - Catch the Spirit

The tradition of Christmas markets is well known in Canada as well. In Montreal, you can enjoy the holiday on
Place du Marché from November 30" until December 24™. About 140 artisans, 300 animations and more will
entertain you for days. Numerous local and regional artisans show off their crafts at Atwater Place in the
Montreal Christmas Village and bring you the magic of the holidays.

After several years of absence, the Great Montreal Christmas Market was back with a fresh and new-look in 2021
for locals and visitors. The public was enchanted by the 30 chalets of local or regional artisans, by the musical
and theatrical programming and by the sweet smell of mulled wine, among other delicacies.

Montreal actually has three Christmas markets. The Montreal Christmas Village, the Great Christmas Market, and
the Jean-Talon Christmas Market. Downtown Montral usually has many beautiful Christmas Light displays. With
an abundance of boutiques, cafés, culture and more, it is no wonder that the streets are sparkling during Advent
time.

For the last years at Peel street, where in 2018 artifacts from the local Indigenous population of Montreal were
discovered, the installation called ‘Lights on Peel, which was designed by artist Kaiento:ton, was displayed
during the wintertime. The lights celebrate the story of Tiohtia:ke and represent the three Ro’'nikonhrowa:nen
clan’s symbolic animals: the turtle, the symbol of perseverance, the wolf, the symbol of loyalty and the bear, the
symbol of strength. Other clans are the Beaver, Deer, Eel, Heron, Hawk and Snipe clans. Honoring the First
Nations, celebrating the Christmas Spirit, and respecting the clan symbols, what better way to foster
appreciation for each other.


https://www.montrealcentreville.ca/en/evenements/lights-on-peel-honoring-the-clans-of-the-kanienkehaka/

Christkindl markets in Vienna

Vienna is home to at least seven Christmas markets. On Rathausplatz, Maria Theresien-Platz, in front of the
Karlskirche, in Freyung, Am Hof, im Museumsquartier, and on Stephansplatz you will find everything for the
season. One of the oldest Christmas markets is probably the one in Freyung. As early as 1772 it was the place to
get decorations, trinkets, food and more. The market existed already in 1206; however, it was not a Christmas
market, but it had been a two-week fair not related to Christmas. When it changed into the Christmas market is
not entirely known. Later, the Saint Nicholas and Christmas market at Freyung had to move, because of conflicts
with the regular farmer’s market. Today this small but exceptional traditional market is back with charming
stands offering art works and culinary specialties. Huts at the Graben and Brandstatte in front of Saint Stephen’s
Cathedral are mentioned in annals from 1626. Bakers, gingerbread sellers, and candymakers were selling their
goods for three weeks until the first week of January. However, this market shut down in 1761.

Originally, only as a temporary solution, one market was held at Rathausplatz in front of the festively decorated
city hall. Because of the special ambience, the Christmas market, the nearby park with the “Wiener
Adventzauber” with its own Advent surprises and lights including the Tree of Hearts, the Wiener Eistraum (Ice
Dream) and the city hall in the background. This location proved to be a success story, with some estimates
claiming 4 million visitors in some years.In 2017, the market has an astounding 155 huts, with 18 of these serving
food. From roasted chestnuts, cream filled pastries to ‘Fladenbrot’ There are guided tours through the city hall
building and many more events. Many free of charge. In 2023, it will be open starting November 11 and closing
on December 26 with the ice skating staying open until January 7.

Listen to the Wiener Sangerknaben YouTube
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https://www.city-walks.info/Wien/Weihnachtsmarkt.html
https://www.city-walks.info/Wien/Weihnachtsmarkt.html
https://www.city-walks.info/Vienna/Ice-Skating.html
https://www.city-walks.info/Vienna/Ice-Skating.html
https://youtu.be/u2g8GHpO0ic?si=SzWua_LtlbudIifE
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Weihnachtsmarkt in Graz

Graz is a college and university city, with four colleges and four universities. During the term, more than 60,000
students live in the city. Since Graz has one of the best-preserved city centers in the world, it was added to the
UNESCO list of World Heritage Sites in 1999. Because of the numerous impacts by its neighbors on the historic
city centre, buildings range from Gothic to contemporary. The name of the city comes probably from the Slavic
‘gradec; which means‘small castle’and was first found in records in 1128.The first and therefore oldest university
of Graz was founded by Archduke Karl Il in 1585. Today, about 30,000 students are enrolled at this university.
Going with higher education, it is no wonder that many well-known scientists lived in Graz for some time.
Johannes Kepler, mathematician, and teacher at the Lutheran school, lived in Graz around 1594. Ludwig
Boltzmann, a professor of mathematical physics, lived there from 1969 to 1890. Nikola Tesla studied in Graz, and
Otto Loewi taught at the University from 1909 to 1938. Even Erwin Schrédinger was chancellor there for one
year.

Graz, the capital of the Austrian province Styria, has many different Christmas markets to choose from. From the
Traditional Christmas Market in the Franziskanerviertel (Franciscan quarter) to the Grieskindlmarket. The
Traditional Christmas Market in the Franciscan quarter is the oldest Christmas market in town, with a focus on
rural traditions, handicrafts, and typical Christmas tree decorations. A nativity scene with real sheep, a carousel
and many toys are drawing in many visitors. The Grieskindlmarket on the Nikolaiplatz Square offers handmade
products and is focused on sustainability and ‘less waste’ There you can get sustainable, fairly produced, and
regional gifts. The local designer scene presents itself with handmade products from the fields of fashion, home
décor, natural cosmetics, jewelry, and accessories. Homemade mulled wine and punch, as well as traditional
delicacies, made from local ingredients, classic Christmas biscuits and pastries based on grandma's recipes
round off the culinary offerings. The Christmas market at the Graz City Hall has the additional experience every
night, when the facade of the building is illuminated as an Advent Calendar at dusk. Each day, Christmas motifs
are projected to advent the holidays. And in the city center there is a nativity scene carved from ice each year.
There is something for everyone.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Eiskrippe_Graz_2021.jpg?uselang=de
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graz
https://worldoflina.com/best-christmas-markets-in-graz-my-personal-favourites/

Luxembourg Winterlights

The small country of Luxembourg has a variety of Christmas markets. We would like to introduce three of the
most popular markets. The Létzebuerger Chréschtmaart, Place D'’Armes, Knuedler On Ice, Place Guillaume Il and
Wantermaart, Place De La Constitution which are all in Luxembourg city in the center and very close to each
other. The whole old town of Luxembourg becomes one sparkling Christmas market.

At the Létzebuerger Chréschtmaart two traditional children’s carousels, Christmas music, concerts and a huge
Nordman fir tree create a cheerful atmosphere around the 50 chalets offering food, drink and local arts and
crafts. Wantermaart is enchanting the visitors with colors and music. There are fare rides, from a Ferris wheel to
a Christmas tree ride and a huge Christmas Pyramide. Knuedler On Ice offers an ice-skating ring with brilliant
illuminations.

Did you know about 78% of the population of Luxembourg is speaking German? Because of the location, there
are three official languages. French, Luxembourgish, and German. Being one of the smallest countries in Europa
it is about 2,586 km? in size, about 82 km long and 57 km wide (compared to SK with 651,900 km?), with a
population of around 640,000 in 2021 (SK about 1.17 million people). Even though it is such a small country,
there are many things to explore. In case you like wine, some of the best Rieslings and Chardonnays can be
found in Luxembourg. The city of Luxembourg is recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Some other facts
about the country. Luxembourg is the last Grand Duchy in the world, and the National Day is June 23" The
birthday celebration of Grand Duke Henri is on that day, even though his birthday is actually not on that day,
that would be April 16™.
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Cologne and the Heinzelmannchen

The fourth-largest city in Germany, often known for its carnival celebrations and the Cologne Cathedral, has
many Christmas markets and more than 4 million visitors come every year to enjoy the Advent time on the
Roncalliplatz alone. The month-long markets in Cologne sold toys, food, and other goods for many years.
However, even though the Nicolaimarkt started in 1820, Cologne was a little later than other cities to join the
fun.The Nicolaimarkt was actually banned after 65 years for being too rowdy for the authorities. Only after 1970
the custom started again in earnest with the markets on the Neumarkt and the Alter Markt. The Cathedral
market was introduced in the 1990s again and some other smaller markets have since been added to the mix.

In the old town in Cologne’s Altstadt the ‘Heinzelmannchen’ are home. These little busy men were helping out
lazy trades people until a nosy housewife, the wife of the tailor, wanted to catch them with dried peas while
they were working and regrettably scared them off. Each year they will come back to the Christmas market in
Cologne’s old town and change the ‘Altstadt’ into a fairy tale world. Poem in German. English Story. If the links
work on the site.

Construction of the Cathedral in Cologne started in the 13'" century, and it took about 6 centuries to finish. From
the tower across the river from the Cathedral, you can have a grand view over the whole city and the Cathedral.
The seat of the Archbishop of Cologne has been declared a World Heritage Site. An average of 20,000 people
visit the Cathedral every day. Today, the cathedral has the second-tallest tower in Europe at 157 m. A strange
fact of the construction of the cathedral is the huge crane which crowned the south tower for over 400 years.
After working on the tower until 1473, the crane remained at the unfinished site and became somewhat of a
landmark of Cologne, with work on and off for the entire time.


https://www.heinzels-wintermaerchen.de/heinzelmaennchen.html
https://germangirlinamerica.com/heinzelmannchen-the-elves-of-cologne/

Saskatoon Christmas Markets and Fairs

As the largest city in Saskatchewan, Saskatoon has plenty of things to do around Christmastime. You can visit
the indigenous-owned shops to get great Christmas gifts. The Western Development Museum has a nice
selection of Christmas items, and the Remai Modern Art & Design Store should not be forgotten. Glow Saskatoon
at Prairieland Park is a family-friendly indoor holiday festival.

With the census from 2022, where about 22.7% of Saskatoon’s population claim to have some German heritage,
it is no wonder Saskatoon has Christmas markets as well. More traditional Christmas markets are the annual
events hosted by the Saskatoon Laestadian Lutheran Church and of course the Saskatoon German Club.

Despite the fact that their new Clubhouse was sold, they continue to meet and operate as a Club. Prior to the
fire that destroyed their building, decorated Christmas trees, twinkling lights, and evergreen boughs welcomed
guests to the Advent Season and the ChristkindImarkt at the German Concordia Club. Music was provided by
the Concordia Brass Band and Edelweiss recordings. The subgroups each provided their own specialties. The
Junior Dancers baked gingerbread cookies and made small gingerbread houses (Lebkuchenhaus). The
Concordia Alpenrose Schuhplatter Verein sold poinsettia plants and larger gingerbread houses. The Hunters
held a turkey shoot and sold Gliihwein and sausage on a bun. The Ladies' Group sold delicious tortes, preserves,
and baked cookies for the children’s party. The Volkslieder Chor Concordia baked Stollen. Individual members
sold an assortment of handcrafted items. Tables were set up welcoming guests to enjoy a cup of coffee, baking,
and fellowship.

Now, they hold a few social and cultural activities for members and the public, the most notable of which is still
the Christkindlmarkt, held in November. The German Canadian Club Concordia of Saskatoon had the second
annual Christkindlmarkt Craft Show on November 18" this year. A variety of local handmade arts and crafts,
baked goods and refreshments were available at St. Paul’s United Church. Check it out next year, in case you
missed it this time.



