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The work and support of the Saskatchewan German Council  

reaches lands covered by Treaties 2, 4, 5, 6, 8 and 10,  

the traditional lands of the Cree, Dakota, Dene, 

Lakota, Nakota and Saulteaux peoples, 

as well as the homeland of the Métis.

Vision
German culture is flourishing & relevant in Saskatchewan.

Mission
To promote German culture, language, customs and 
traditions for the benefit of all Saskatchewan people.

Mandate
Our mandate is to embrace diversity, collaboration, 

and inclusivity while providing:
Member Support,

Programs, Services and Projects, and
Outreach across the Province of Saskatchewan

Saskatchewan German Council



Table of Contents
Vision, Mission, Mandate   02

SGC Board of Directors & Staff   04

SGC Board Committees & Task Teams  05

President’s Report    06

Executive Director’s Report   08

Strategic Goals     10

SGC Programs, Projects, Services & Impact 11

Funders & Sponsors    20

Partners & Affiliations    21

SGC Member Groups    22

ff
SGC Member Reports

American Historical Society of Germans

 
from Russia, Regina Chapter  23

Austrian Canadian Edelweiss Club  24
 

Austrian Edelweiss Dance Association Regina 25

CFCR Community Radio Society of Saskatoon 25

Concordia Alpenrose Schuhplattler Verein 26

Concordia Brass Band    26

Concordia Junior Alpenrose Dancers  27

Das Schulhaus – Regina German 

 
Language School Inc.   28

German Canadian Club Concordia   29

German Language School Saskatoon Inc. 30

Hansel & Gretel Preschool Inc.   31

Karnevalsgesellschaft Harmonie  32

Kochlöffel & Nudelholz    33

Regina German Club     34

Saskatoon German Heritage Society   35

Skat Club Saskatoon     36

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church   37

Volksliederchor Harmonie    38

Zichydorf Village Association    38

2022/2023 Financial Statements

Auditors’ Report     39

Statement of Assets     41

Statement of Liabilities     41

Statement of Net Assets    41 

Statement of Operations    42

Statement of Changes in Net Assets   42

Statement of Cash Flows    43

Notes to the Financial Statements   44

Schedule of Earned Revenues (Schedule 1)  47

Schedule of Office Operation (Schedule 2)  47

Schedule of Organizational Business Cost

 
(Schedule 3)     47

Schedule of Travel and Meetings

 
(Schedule 4) 

    

48

Schedule of Member Funding Programs

 
(Schedule 5)     48

Schedule of SGC Programs & Projects
 (Schedule 6)     50
           
Schedule of Sponsorship   

 
 

 (Schedule 7)     50

Credit Cover Image: Photo by Alexander Grey on Unsplash.com



4

Andrea MacLeod
President

Franziska Davies-Perret: Office & Program Assistant until September 2022

Gerald Freyer: Postillion Editor

Brigitte Strzeszewski: Historic Translations Projects

Katrina Sha: Summer Sudent 2022, YouTube Creator

SGC Board of Directors 

Jessica Forster
Vice President

Victoria Oppenlander
Treasurer

Ilona Beck
Secretary

Mervin Weiss
Past President

Andreas Denz
Director

Gerald Freyer
Director

Theresa Kliem
Director

Stephanie Schaefer
Director

Verena Gramiak
Director

SGC Staff

Gabriele Waidelich Harrison
Executive Director

Josephin Dick
Office & Program Assistant

SGC Board Committes & Task Teams



5

Finance & Audit

Victoria Oppenlander

Andrea MacLeod

Jessica Forster

Ilona Beck

Revenue Generation

Andrea MacLeod

Andreas Denz

Gerald Freyer

Stephanie Schaefer

Nomination

Andrea MacLeod

Ilona Beck

Jessica Forster

Theresa Kliem

HR/Personnel

Andrea MacLeod

Jessica Forster

Verena Gramiak

Awards

Andrea MacLeod

Jessica Forster

Stephanie Schaefer

External Advisors

Policy

Andreas Denz

Ilona Beck

Verena Gramiak

Andrea MacLeod

Postillion

Ilona Beck

Andreas Denz

Jessica Forster

Gerald Freyer

Verena Gramiak

Communications

Ilona Beck

Jessica Forster

Verena Gramiak

Andrea MacLeod

Mervin Weiss

Theresa Kliem

SGC Board Committes & Task Teams

SGC Board in Saskatoon at the 2022 Treffpunkt Weekend.



6

President’s Report
This was my first year as president and I am pleased to pres-
ent to you the president’s report for the year 2022-2023, 
highlighting the significant achievements, initiatives, and 
partnerships that have shaped the Saskatchewan German 
Council (SGC) over the past year. It has been an eventful 
period as we navigated the challenges brought about 
by the pandemic and embraced new opportunities for 
growth and community engagement.

This past year marked our first full year back from the 
Covid-19 pandemic. We experienced a wave of changes 
within the sector, requiring us to adapt and evolve. Addi-
tionally, we bid farewell to our esteemed office & program 
assistant (OPA) Franziska Davies-Perret after eight years of 
dedicated service. We successfully filled the position with 
Josephin Dick as an interim OPA (by the time of this re-
port’s writing), who brings her expertise and enthusiasm 
to continue our mission. I would like to thank Josephin for 
stepping up.

The Treffpunkt Weekend, a cherished event for our com-
munity, made a triumphant return after a three-year hia-
tus. It served as a pivotal moment for reconnecting, fos-
tering community spirit, and recognizing the invaluable 
contributions of our volunteers. The importance of volun-
teers cannot be understated, and we extend our deepest 
gratitude to all those who have dedicated their time and 
energy to support SGC’s endeavours.

SGC’s future has been a key focus of our strategic planning 
session. We are excited to announce the commencement 
of a new three-year plan starting in April 2024. The plan 
will prioritize the establishment of sustainable and diverse 
sources of revenue for SGC. Furthermore, we aim to foster 
inclusivity and diversity by actively engaging with others 
in our community. Finally, we strive to ensure that our pro-
grams and services involve and engage youth, empower-
ing them to play an integral role in SGC’s activities.

A comprehensive communications and marketing cam-
paign will soon be rolled out to increase awareness of SGC 
and its initiatives. Our website continues to be a strong 
platform, receiving positive feedback from our community 
and stakeholders.

We are delighted to announce the inauguration of Mr. 
Benedict Nussbaum as the new Honorary Consul of Ger-
many to Saskatchewan. We extend our gratitude to former 
Honorary Consul Dr. Michael Oelck for his instrumental role 
in making this appointment possible and for all his years 
of serving the community. Furthermore, the office had the 
privilege of hosting Mr. Marc Eichhorn, the German Consul 
General, who visited SGC and engaged in fruitful discus-
sions. Our connections with the German Consulate were 
further strengthened with the attendance of Deputy Con-

sul Mr. Hans Stocker at the 2022 Treffpunkt Weekend. We 
value these relationships and the opportunities they pro-
vide to foster cultural exchange and cooperation.

I would also like to acknowledge the attendance of Merv 
Weiss, our past president, at the Holodomor Day in Regina, 
where SGC actively participated, showcasing our commit-
ment to community engagement beyond our immediate 
sphere.

We are proud of the various initiatives and successes 
that have marked this year for SGC. Some of the notable 
achievements include:

•  The collection of Immigration Stories, which have been 
published in the Postillion, our community newsletter, and 
are available online. These stories serve as a testament to 
the rich tapestry of experiences within our community.

•  The SaskScapes Podcast Series “German Culture Alive,” 
featuring insightful discussions on German music and a 
spotlight on St. Peter’s Abbey in the village of Muenster. 
These podcasts have provided a valuable platform for 
showcasing our cultural heritage.

•  The exceptional sales of Dr. Alan Anderson’s book, “Ger-
man Settlements in SK,” which have extended beyond our 
borders, even reaching readers in the United States. This 
accomplishment speaks to the universal appeal and rel-
evance of our cultural history.

•  The Online Advent Calendar “Artists,” which creatively 
integrated the art of Indigenous culture, promoting cross-
cultural understanding and appreciation.

•  A thought-provoking documentary screening and panel 
discussion titled “The Newcomers,” a collaborative project 
with three partners, explored themes of diversity, immigra-
tion, and personal stories. The screening and panel discus-
sion served as a platform for dialogue and understanding.

•  We also took part in the Herzberg50 Celebrations by 
contributing a lecture talk in Moose Jaw. Dr. Rainer Dick 
delivered an engaging presentation on Gerhard Herzberg, 
highlighting his remarkable life in science.

•  The opening of the Eaton Internment Camp Permanent 
Exhibit was a significant milestone for SGC. This partner-
ship project sheds light on an important chapter of history 
and promotes awareness and understanding of intern-
ment camps in Saskatchewan.

•  Another successful collaboration was the Advent Wreath 
Exhibition at Nutrien Wonderhub, in partnership with 
KulturGarten Saskatoon. The exhibition highlighted the 



7

President’s Report beauty and significance of the Advent season and its cul-
tural traditions.

•  Translations have played a vital role in our efforts to reach 
a broader audience. We have increased our translation ser-
vices to ensure that our content is accessible to a wider 
range of individuals.

•  Additionally, we have facilitated Goethe-Institut Exami-
nations, providing individuals with the opportunity to test 
their proficiency in the German language and receive in-
ternationally recognized certification.

To strengthen our outreach, the SGC has actively partici-
pated in various cultural presentations, including the Prai-
rie Prism, Heritage Festival, Community Heritage Day in 
Moose Jaw, and events where Austria and Germany were 
represented through vibrant banners. These engagements 
have allowed us to display the richness of our culture and 
foster cross-cultural connections.

Finally, I would like to express our heartfelt appreciation to 
the numerous partners and collaborators who have been 
instrumental in delivering successful programs and proj-
ects throughout the year. Our achievements would not 
have been possible without their support and dedication.

We would also like to extend our gratitude to our spon-
sors for their generous contributions, which have been 
essential in enabling the realization of our initiatives and 
programs.

I would like to take a moment to acknowledge the remark-
able efforts of our board of directors and staff. Their com-
mitment, passion, and hard work have been the driving 
force behind our accomplishments.

Lastly, we would like to pay tribute to Marilyn Stehr, a val-
ued member of our community and the board of directors, 

who passed away last fall. Marilyn’s dedication and contri-
butions will always be remembered.

In conclusion, we are immensely grateful to the Saskatch-
ewan Lotteries Trust Fund for Sport, Culture, and Recre-
ation, as well as our partnership with SaskCulture, for their 
ongoing support. Through their annual global funding 
of $202,000, SGC has been able to sustain its operations 
and provide funding to associated groups rooted in com-
munity involvement. These funds have empowered our 
member groups to deliver a wide range of cultural activi-
ties throughout the province, further enriching our com-
munity.

As we reflect on the past year’s accomplishments, we look 
forward to the future with optimism and enthusiasm. To-
gether, we will continue to promote inclusivity, celebrate 
our heritage, and foster cultural understanding within Sas-
katchewan.

Thank you for your unwavering support.

Andrea MacLeod, President

1. Newly elected SGC President Andrea MacLeod speaking at the 2022 AGM in Saskatoon. 2 & 3.Andrea MacLeod engaging in strategic planning with 
other SGC board members in Saskatoon.

2

1 3
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Executive Director’s Report
This was our first year operating fully back to “normal” and 
it felt very good to meet people again face to face: espe-
cially our Saskatchewan German Council (SGC) members, 
directors, project partners, volunteers, audiences, office 
visitors, and more. After all, we create our community by 
interacting and connecting with people, sharing similar 
interests and goals, and having meaningful common ex-
periences.

In looking back at the last year, I also very much enjoyed 
reconnecting with fellow executive directors from other 
Eligible Cultural Organizations (ECOs), meaning organiza-
tions that receive Annual Global Funding (AGF) from the 
SaskLotteries Trust Fund for Sport, Culture and Recreation 
for their annual operations. The SGC received $202,000 in 
funding from the SaskLotteries Trust Fund for its opera-
tions and we are grateful for this support.

Currently, there are 30 ECOs, serving the areas of arts, heri-
tage and multiculturalism, as well as over 400 associated 
groups at provincial, regional and local levels through 
these eligible organizations’ own project and member 
funding programs. In the 2022/2023 fiscal year, the SGC 
paid out $37,008 in funding to its member groups as well 
as $3,000 in sponsorship and $17,543 in own project fund-
ing to support programs and events that engage people 
in a German cultural experience (please see listing on pag-
es 42 to 50).

While valuing the in-person experience, the past COVID-19 
years have also shown us how important and useful tech-
nology was for our organization and why we should make 
good use of technology’s advantages. 

Since launching our new website in the summer of 2021, 
our website traffic has steadily been increasing as people 
can find SGC and its services much more easily in searches. 
Our website also acts as a platform that hosts our Sask-
Scape Podcast Series “German Culture Alive,” as well as the 
Collection of Immigration Stories. Both programs tell the 
stories of German Canadians in Saskatchewan, highlight-
ing their contributions and achievements, promoting easy 
access to cultural diversity, and helping preserve our heri-
tage in this province.

With assistance from grants, the SGC was able to develop 
a communications strategy which helps us to improve and 
streamline our communications. It is our goal to invite all 
individuals with a link or interest in German culture and 
language to connect with us - everybody is welcome! 

One of our goals is to establish new member groups in the 
community that engage others in cultural activities with a 
German theme.

It is always a challenge to report on all SGC services, pro-
grams, and projects equally. Among many other events, I 
was very fond of the collaboration for “The Newcomers” 
Documentary Screening & Panel Discussion. This collabo-
ration between the Multicultural Council of Saskatchewan 
(MCoS), Saskatchewan Association of Immigrant Settle-
ment and Integration Agencies (SAISIA) and the Sask Ger-
man Council (SGC) at the Broadway Theatre developed 
into a great working relationship with shared responsibili-
ties, new learning opportunities and new friends. Please 
find more reports on programs on pages 12 to 19.

And finally, I would like to mention our dedicated team. 
After eight years at SGC, the office & program assistant 
Franziska Davies-Perret decided to switch sectors for a 
different job. The truth is one can never really leave the 
cultural world, so we appreciate Franziska’s continued en-
gagement and support as our notary public, Culture in the 
Kitchen connector, and advisor.

Last September, Josephin Dick jumped in as interim office 
& program assistant and continues to be part of our team. 
As a former SGC president, Josephin has a long history 
with the SGC and knows the organization extremely well.

Gerald Freyer, SGC’s Postillion editor, always surprises us 
by identifying new German stories in Saskatchewan. Bri-
gitte Strzeszewski cheerfully translates difficult historical 
content, and Mervin Weiss is on a mission to find, write, 
edit, and preserve immigration stories. A big thanks to all 
of you!

In closing, I would also like to thank all our member groups 
for their hard work and endless volunteer hours in keeping 
the German culture flourishing and relevant in Saskatch-
ewan (member list see page 22, member program listing 
see pages 48 to 49).

And finally, a big thank you to the SGC Board of Directors 
(pages 4-5) for all their contributions, leadership, and vi-
sion in moving the SGC into the future.

Respectfully submitted,

Gabriele Waidelich-Harrison, Executive Director



9

Executive Director’s Report

1. Advent Wreath set up at Nutrien Wonderhub: Gabriele Waidelich-Harrison and KulturGarten Saskatoon member Rosa Gebhardt. 
2. Gabriele Waidelich Harrison (l), Consul General Marc Eichhorn (middle) and Past President Mervin Weiss (r) during the Saskatoon visit of Mr. Eichhorn.
3. Welcome greetings at “The Newcomers” screening: Gabriele Waidelich-Harrison (l) and MCoS Executive Director Rhonda Rosenberg.
4. Celebrating the Special Volunteer Award winner: Gabriele Waidelich-Harrison, winner Katharina Ulbrich and Mervin Weiss.

21

3 4
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Goal 1:
Member Recruitment, Support, and Engagement

Goal 2:
Increase Awareness, Access and Profile of SGC

Goal 3:
Deliver Programs and Services

Goal 4:
Strong and Sustainable Organization

Strategic Goals
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SGC Programs, Projects & Services
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Strategic Goal 1: Member Recruitment, Support and Engagement 

Treffpunkt Weekend (June 18 & 19, 2022) is an annual get-
together of representatives of our German and Austrian 
member groups, individual members, friends and guests, 
to recognize and celebrate the 
contributions to German cul-
ture in Saskatchewan. This was 
the first in-person member 
meeting event since 2019, and 
therefore an important occa-
sion for our German Canadian 
community to re-kindle friendships and the passion for 
volunteering in our respective communities to keep the 
German culture flourishing and relevant in Saskatchewan.

As event host, our member group KulturGarten Saskatoon 
filled the weekend with wonderful activities such as a tour 
of the Ukrainian Museum of Canada to provide a learning 
opportunity about the Ukrainian culture, the workshop 
“Tourist Theme Routes in Germany”, traditional Kaffee & 
Kuchen (coffee & cake) with delicious, authentic, home-
made cakes, the Special Volunteer Awards Banquet, edu-
cational banner exhibition, and classy musical entertain-
ment with the Arioso Quartet.

About 75 guests, some in traditional Dirndl and Leder-
hosen, joined the SGC Special Volunteer Award Banquet. 
Members and friends travelled from places like Estevan, 

Indian Head, Moose Jaw, 
Prince Albert, Regina & 
area, Saskatoon & area, 
and Vancouver, to get 
together, celebrate, and 
enjoy a delicious meal of 
German Sauerbraten with 

red wine sauce, bread dumplings, braised red cabbage 
and greens, and Apfelstrudel (apple strudel) with vanilla 
sauce for dessert!

The SGC was honored to welcome special guests to the 
award banquet. Bringing greetings was Mr. Hans Stocker, 
Deputy Consul General, Consulate General Vancouver; 
Hon. Dana Skoropad, Minister of Environment; and His 
Worship, Mayor Charlie Clark. In their speeches, the guests 
mentioned their personal ties to the German heritage, 
they recognized the strong German Canadian culture in 
Saskatchewan and the contributions made to this prov-
ince. 

1. Eddie and Sheila Baessler with Vicky Maurus and Andreas Denz. 2.Participants enjoying a tour of the Ukrainian Museum of Canada. 3. Members of the 
German-Canadian community and guests at the SGC Special Volunteer Award Banquet. 4. Members of the hosting group KulturGarten Saskatoon.

“The fact that we were all able to gather 
in person was the most exciting thing this 

weekend.”

-participant

Engaging members from across the province: Treffpunkt Weekend

2

4

1

3
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Strategic Goal 1: Member Recruitment, Support and Engagement 

Appreciating our volunteers in the community: SGC Special Volunteer Award

At SGC’s annual Treffpunkt Weekend, the SGC Special Vol-
unteer Awards Banquet is always dedicated to celebrating 
volunteers of the community. On June 18th, the then SGC 
President Mervin Weiss presented the SGC Special Volun-
teer Award to an outstanding volunteer worthy of the rec-
ognition. 

The SGC would like to congratulate Katharina Ulbrich from 
Estevan for receiving the 2022 Special Volunteer Award. 
Katharina was nominated by the Saskatchewan Associa-
tion of Teachers of German (SATG) for her involvement as 
secretary/treasurer since 2016. 

Besides fulfilling the responsibilities of a treasurer, Katha-
rina was involved in committee work to review and redraft 
the organization’s constitution due to required changes 
by the Saskatchewan Teachers Federation. In representing 
the SATG, Katharina travelled to various conferences as a 
delegate, bringing back valuable knowledge about teach-
ing the German language and sharing important informa-
tion with German teachers across Saskatchewan. 

Katharina always filled her role at the SATG in a positive 
and enthusiastic way. She always works efficiently with 
lots of cheer which makes working with Katharina a plea-
sure. 

Katharina has also been a member of the Estevan & District 
German Freundschaft Society since 2007 and the group’s 
president since 2012, promoting German culture in vari-
ous ways such as celebrating traditional German Christ-
mas activities, and more. 

Around 2012, she started to teach German language class-
es in Estevan for which she also secured funding from dif-
ferent sources to ensure the program’s continuation. Over 
the years, classes were offered for adults & kids. German 
language classes for children were taught in a fun and in-
teractive way with baking workshops, games and with a 
stage play. Her intention was for families to join and have 
fun with events like a Christmas get-together, or watching 
a German play put on by the language students. 

“We volunteer because we get out more 
than we put in.”

-Mervin

Katharina also served on the SGC Board from 2012 to 2015, 
including one year as SGC Vice President. Thank you, Kath-
arina for making an impact on our province by promoting 
the German culture, traditions, and language in different 
capacities throughout and beyond Saskatchewan. 

110
total participation  in  

SGC Member Events &  

Consultation

Member Workshop  

“Non-profit Liability”

Treffpunkt Weekend & AGM

Round Table & Workshop
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Strategic Goal 2: Increase Awareness, Access and Profile of SGC 

The SGC was thrilled to have a variety of opportunities to 
work with community partners to share the German cul-
ture, providing cross-cultural learning opportunities at big 
and small events. Here are the highlights: 

Prairie Prism Saskatoon

On September 25th, we participated at Prairie Prism, a 
showcase and celebration of cultural heritage, highlight-
ing the diversity and rich mosaic of cultures that exist 
within Saskatoon. Prairie Prism takes place bi-annually 
and is a platform for intercultural sharing and interactions 
which helps to build connections between newcomers, 
‘old-comers’ and Aboriginal Peoples. During the afternoon, 
many visitors of diverse backgrounds stopped by our table 
to learn about the German community, engage in German 
language games, and hear stories of German traditions 
that have been brought to Canada by immigrants. After 
the long Covid break, it was very enjoyable to share our 
culture with the many visitors and re-connect to other cul-
tural groups present at the event.

Tea Time “The German Way”

Following an invitation from the Saskatchewan Intercul-
tural Association (SIA), the SGC joined their virtual “Tea 
Time” on October 4th for an exciting morning filled with 
all things German such as German language lessons, sing-
ing, Oktoberfest talk, German food info and more.

Featured guest Dr. Alan Anderson shared his vast knowl-
edge about the diverse German community in this prov-
ince. SGC presenter offered a mini-German language class 
for participants, an introduction to our wonderful culinary 

highlights, and a summary about the historic and cultural 
background of Oktoberfest. Participants were able to win 
Global Story Boxes filled with German goodies and sou-
venirs. Tea Time has the purpose to inform, educate, and 
present different ways of knowing that brings about ac-
ceptance and understanding of diverse cultural perspec-
tives.

Senior Centre without Walls Saskatchewan 

SGC had the pleasure of presenting the German culture 
to seniors over the phone. On October 12, a dozen seniors 
between the ages of 55 and 98 joined the conference call 
for an hour of learning about German facts, food, cultural 
information, Q & A, and sharing stories. Seniors Centre 
Without Walls Saskatchewan (SCWW) provides the oppor-
tunity to join in on educational lectures, brain-stimulating 
activities and more, over the telephone. They provide 
chances to learn and socialize, hoping to reduce loneliness 
and isolation due to age or limited mobility, exacerbated 
by Covid-19.

Traveling to Moose Jaw for the Community Heritage 
Day

With the travelling exhibit Enterprises of the Human Spirit: 
50 Years of Scientific Excellence in Germany and Canada 
coming to the Western Development Museum (WDM) in 
Moose Jaw, the SGC was interested in adding a program 
that compliments the exhibit and promotes the achieve-

Cultural sharing, learning & networking: Community Outreach

Doubled
Facebook page reach and new likes

66%
more Facebook visits

18%
increase in E-Update followers

1
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ment of German Canadian scientist Gerhard Herzberg.

On February 11, the SGC brought the presentation Ger-
hard Herzberg – A Life in Science to the Community Heri-
tage Day at the WDM in Moose Jaw. Dr. Rainer Dick, profes-
sor in the Department of Physics and Engineering Physics 
at the University of Saskatchewan, provided a lecture talk 
about Dr. Herzberg, an eminent German Canadian physi-
cist who performed trailblazing research during his time 
in Saskatoon that laid the groundwork for his award of the 
Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 1971.

The exhibit Enterprises of the Human Spirit: 50 Years of 
Scientific Excellence in Germany and Canada celebrates 
the life and work of Gerhard Herzberg, a German Canadian 
scientist who believed in the value of basic research and 
of international research collaboration. The exhibit also 
highlights Canada’s many important collaborations with 
research partners in Germany. This travelling exhibit is or-
ganized and circulated by Defining Moments Canada. In 
collaboration with the Herzberg50 digital commemora-
tion and is supported by the Federal Republic of Germany. 

At the Community Heritage Day, the SGC also set up a 
table with information and children’s activities for visitors 
to learn more about the German culture and heritage in 
Saskatchewan. The SGC appreciates the opportunity to be 
part of the celebration of heritage of our country, prov-
ince, and the city of Moose Jaw.

Two other SGC member groups were also present at the 
Community Heritage Day in Moose Jaw: Das Schulhaus – 
Regina German Language School and the Regina German 
Film Club.

Heritage Festival of Saskatoon

On Sunday, February 12, Heritage Festival of Saskatoon 
was celebrating Saskatoon and area’s civic, natural, cultur-
al, and artistic heritage. This was the first in-person event 
after some years of celebrating online. The festival brings 
together various cultural and heritage organizations in 
Saskatoon and area under the roof of the Western Devel-
opment Museum.

The SGC table had many visitors who inquired about the 
German culture, food, the tradition of Fasching, Easter, and 
more. Children were able to take home cultural coloring 
sheets and enjoyed the scary mask that represented the 
tradition of Fasching. 

As in past years, the German community was strongly rep-
resented at the event. The SGC appreciates the following 
member groups showcasing their work and the German 
culture: Concordia Junior Alpenrose Dancers who also 
performed at the event, German Language School Sas-
katoon, KulturGarten Saskatoon, and Saskatoon German 
Heritage Society. 

The group Stehwien Art was also present with a display 
about German Canadian artists Fritz and Waltraude Ste-
hwien.

40%
growth of Individual Membership

since last fiscal year

over 90%
satisfactory level

for SGC events

1. Youth volunteer Mira Behl (l) with Josephin Dick (r) at SGC’s table at 
Prairie Prism Saskatoon in September 2022.
2. Dr. Rainer Dick provides information during a lecture talk about the 
German-Canadian physicist Dr. Gerhard Herzberg. 
3. SGC’s office & program assistant Josephin Dick speaks with participants 
at the Community Heritage Day in Moose Jaw.

2

3
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create awareness about 
a German-related topic, 
engage through online 
quizzes, and incorporate 
the German language by 
introducing theme-related 
vocabulary.

A big thank you to the German Consulate General in 
Vancouver for the contribution of book prizes for the 
winners of the quiz.

The Saskatchewan German 
Council (SGC) was pleased 
to introduce the 2022 
Online Advent Calendar 
which combined the Advent 
calendar tradition with art. 
We developed the online 
calendar as a response to 
Covid-19 when there was a need to offer programs online 
for easier access. 

From December1 to 24, SGC featured a variety of artists 
— one every day until Christmas. The calendar highlighted 
artists from Germany, Austria, and Switzerland, most 
of whom had a Canadian and even a Saskatchewan 
connection. It was extremely interesting to discover a 
Swiss connection to the Indigenous culture.

The advent calendar featured artists such as:

• Peter Rindisbacher from Switzerland whose motifs 
were mostly illustrations of First Nations and their life.

• Count Berthold Von Imhoff, born in Germany in 
1868, who is well known for decorating many churches, 
such as St. Peter’s Cathedral in Muenster, Saskatchewan.

• Caroline Weldon from Switzerland who painted 
“Sitting Bull” in 1890.

• German-born Waltraude Stehwien who continued 
the art of scissor cutting (Scherenschnitt) in Saskatchewan.

• Austria-born Canadian painter Ernest Lindner who 
settled in Saskatoon and whose work was widely exhibited 
in Canada.

• Gustav Hahn from Reutlingen, who became a 
pioneer of the Art Nouveau movement in Canada.

• German Canadian artis Jess Richter in 
Saskatchewan, whose work is influenced by folk rituals 
and traditions from various cultures.

• And many more interesting artists.

This calendar initiative engaged the community by using 
an interactive, contemporary online format to educate & 

Strategic Goal 2: Increase Awareness, Access and Profile of SGC 

Blending modern & traditional culture: Online Advent Calendar 2022
 “Artists”

“I LOVE your advent calendar already! 
Thank you for inviting me to be part of it! 

Looking forward to open a door every day!” 

-Miriam, artist

1,400

Online Advent Calendar Views

210

Quiz Participants

5
Quiz Winners
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Strategic Goal 3: Deliver Programs and Services

Providing meaningful and relevant programs and projects to members 
and the public: SGC Programs & Services

Funding Programs

SGC Member Funding

SGC Youth Funding

Sponsorship

University Bursary

SGCAF German Language Award

Resources

Austria Banners

Germany Banners

Consultations

German Heritage Month Event Calendar

Goethe-Institut Examination Centre

Library

Member Workshops

Publications

Settlement Maps

Translations & Notarizations

YouTube Resource Videos

Programs and Projects

Advent Wreath Exhibition

Collection of Immigration Story

Eaton Internment Camp Permanent Exhibit Opening

Lecture Talk “Gerhard Herzberg – A Life in Science”

Online Advent Calendar

Online Faschings Calendar

SaskScape Podcast Series “German Culture Alive”

“The Newcomers” Documentary Screening & Panel Discus-
sion

2022/2023 has been a busy year with many programs, projects and services for our members and the community. Our 
focus is to promote language learning, deliver funding programs, and develop new collaborations for improved acces-
sibility and expanded services. Here are the highlights:

1. SGCAF Language Award Winner Cindy C. 2. SGCAF Language Award 
Winner Matthias D. 3. Métis Elder Nora Cummings (centre) speaks with 
filmmaker Theresa Kliem after the screening. 4. Panel discussion with 
Theresa Kliem, historian Bill Waiser and Icasiana De Gala, then executive 
director of the Southwest Newcomer Welcome Centre in Swift Current.

4

21

3
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Strategic Goal 3: Deliver Programs and Services 

Educational and historic importance: Eaton Internment Camp Permanent 
Exhibit Opening

In 2022, the Eaton Internment Camp Permanent Exhibit to 
recognize and commemorate the history of the location, 
as one of many internment camps across Canada, was 
opened on June 4th. The exhibit was developed by project 
partners, the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) of 
Saskatchewan, the Prairie Centre for the Study of Ukrainian 
Heritage (PCUH), the Saskatchewan German Council (SGC) 
and the Saskatchewan Railway Museum (SRM).

The Eaton Internment Camp Permanent Exhibition is made 
up of interpretive panels, artefacts, original paintings by 
Saskatchewan artist Grant McConnell, and interactive 
stations to shed light on Canada’s first national internment 
operations of 1914-1920, when thousands of immigrants 
were labelled ‘enemy aliens’ and unjustly interned during 
the First World War. 

The former Eaton Internment Camp, also known as 
Hawker, located at the site of the Saskatchewan Railway 
Museum, was an internment camp in 1919. The Eaton 
Internment Camp was one of 24 internment camps across 
Canada, created under the War Measures Act in 1914, to 
house “enemy aliens” during 1914-2020. 8,579 enemy 
aliens – nationals of countries at war with Canada - were 
interned in Canada during WWI, the majority of them were 

of Ukrainian and German ethnicity. Most of the men of 
Eaton were of German origin.

The Eaton site was the only facility of its kind in 
Saskatchewan. On February 25, 1919, sixty-five “enemy 
alien” prisoners were forcibly relocated from the Munson 
Internment Camp in Alberta to the railway siding at Eaton. 
A lack of confidence in the military guard prompted 
authorities to abandon the Eaton location for more secure 
facilities. Twenty-four days after the facility was initially 
established, the internees were transported to a military 
installation in Nova Scotia, where they would await their 
eventual deportation. 

This powerful exhibit, together with the large Tyndall-
stone Fortitude Monument (2004) and the Memorial 
Garden with an interpretative plaque in four languages, 
along with a reflective bench beside the monument 
(2018), will serve as an educational gateway to this period 
of Canada’s history during World War I. 

A grant from the Endowment Council of the Canadian First 
World War Internment Recognition Fund made the project 
possible.

1. Exhibition in the main building at the Saskatchewan Railway Museum. 2. Opening the exhibition at the Saskatchewan Railway Museum, from left to 
right: Cal Sexsmith, President, Saskatchewan Railway Museum, Dr. Bohdan Kordan, WWI Internment Expert, Adrian Boyko, Shevchenko Foundation, Dr. 
Nadya Foty-Oneschuk, Director, Prairie Centre for the Study of Ukrainian Heritage, Patricia Mialkowsky, Daughter of Internment Camp Survivor, Elena 
Krueger, President, Ukrainian Canadian Congress Saskatchewan, Mervin Weiss, President, Saskatchewan German Council. 3. Exhibition at the Saskatch-
ewan Railway Museum.

1 2 3
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Strategic Goal 4: Strong & Sustainable Organization

Looking into the future: Engaging Youth

The SGC is continuously looking for ways to connect youth 
to the German heritage. Engagement happens through 
programs, projects, services, volunteering, and – of course 
- through our member groups.

Youth Funding

The SGC Youth Funding Program Mach mit! – Get involved! 
supports innovative youth projects with a German, 
Austrian or Swiss component

University Bursary

Recognizing academic achievements with German 
language learners in Saskatchewan through university 
language scholarships.

SGCAF German Language Award for High School 
Students

Every June, our charity the Saskatchewan German Culture 
Assistance Fund (SGCAF) provides two annual awards of 
$500 each for high school students finishing German 20 or 
30 in Saskatchewan. 

Special Volunteer Youth Award

Every year SGC recognizes one youth volunteers that 
has been generous with their time, effort, and talents to 
promote German culture in the province!

Youth Volunteers

We are lucky to have 
volunteers and appreciate 
young people helping us at 
outreach events.

SGC Library

Our collection of over 
2,000 books and DVDs in 
our library includes many 
German language learning 
books, and children’s books.

 

Summer Student for YouTube content creation

“Kinderzimmer“ YouTube videos and activity sheet

SGC’s “Kinderzimmer” (children’s room) is a fun place for 
kids to explore culture & language and be engaged in 
educational activities. Videos, activity sheets and more 
are brought to you by members of the German-Canadian 
community through “Kinderzimmer.” 

Postillion Children’s Pages (Kinderseiten)

Grab a Postillion newsletter, get in your favourite chair, and 
do some fun activities with your child while developing 
German language skills.

Project collaboration with Nutrien Wonderhub

In collaboration with our member group KulturGarten 
Saskatoon, we provide an authentic, hand-made advent 

wreath to the Wonderhub for 
children and their families 
to learn about this German 
tradition and engage in 
cultural crafts.

Member Groups and Youth

The SGC is also proud to be 
the umbrella organization of 
many member groups that 
include youth in their focus. 
The performing groups 
and language programs 
especially have a great 
impact on the community as 
they engage young people 
in cultural activities.

$2,167
Youth Funding Program Mach mit!

$500

University Bursary

$1,000
SGCAF German Language Award for High 

School Students
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Funders & Sponsors
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Partners & Affiliations
The SGC appreciates the following partnerships and affiliations that support our work to serve the community.

For Programs & Projects

Advent Wreath Display

Nutrien Wonderhub

KulturGarten Saskatoon

Cultural Presentations

Ministry of Highways: Building Bridges

Saskatchewan Intercultural Association (SIA): Tea Time

Seniors Centre Without Walls Saskatchewan: Cultural Talk

Collection of Immigration Stories

Mervin Weiss

Eaton Internment Camp Permanent Exhibition Opening

Prairie Centre for the Study of Ukrainian Heritage

Saskatchewan Railway Museum

Ukrainian Canadian Congress of Saskatchewan

Goethe-Institut Examination Centre Saskatoon

Prüfungszentrum Goethe-Institut

Member Workshop

Henderson Insurance

Online Advent Calendar Book Prizes

German Consulate Vancouver

Outreach Events

Community Heritage Day Moose Jaw, WDM

Heritage Festival of Saskatoon, WDM

Prairie Prism 

Public Lecture “Gerhard Herzberg  - A Life in Science”

Dr. Rainer Dick

SaskScapes Podcast Series “German Culture Alive”

Kevin Power, SaskScapes

“The Newcomers” Screening & Panel Discussion 

Multicultural Council of Saskatchewan (MCoS)

Saskatchewan Association of Immigrant Settlement and 
Integration Agencies (SAISIA)

Theresa Kliem, Producer/Director

Treffpunkt Weekend

KulturGarten Saskatoon

Virtual Art Saskatchewan School Tour Programs in 
German

Remai Modern

Other Partners & Affiliations

Dr. Alan Anderson

German Consulate General Vancouver

Embassy of Germany in Ottawa

Honorary Consul of Germany to Saskatchewan, Ben 
Nussbaum

Former Honorary Consul of Germany to Saskatchewan, Dr. 
Michael Oelck

Open Door Society

Saskatchewan Association of International Language 
(SAIL)

SaskCulture

SaskBooks

University of Regina

University of Saskatchewan

Western Development Museum
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SGC Member Groups

American Historical Society of Germans from Russia, Regina

Austrian Canadian Edelweiss Club, Regina

Austrian Edelweiss Dance Association, Regina

Austrian Hunting & Fishing Club

CFCR Community Radio Society of Saskatoon Inc.

Concordia Alpenrose Schuhplattler Verein

Concordia Brass Band

Concordia Junior Alpenrose Dancers

Das Schulhaus - Regina German Language School

Estevan & District German Freundschaft Society

German Canadian Club Concordia Saskatoon

German Canadian Society Harmonie, Regina

German Junior Folk Dancers, Saskatoon

German Language School Saskatoon Inc.

Hansel & Gretel Preschool Inc.

Imhoff Heritage Society, St. Walburg

Jagd- und Fischverein “Waidmann’s Lust”, Regina

Karnevalsgesellschaft Harmonie, Regina

Kochlöffel & Nudelholz: German-Canadian Koch- und Backstudio

Kulturgarten Saskatoon

Lloydminster German Heritage Society Inc.

Melville & District German Heritage Club

Mennonite Heritage Village, Swift Current

Mount Olive Lutheran Church

Regina German Film Club

Saskatchewan Association of Teachers of German, Saskatoon

Saskatchewan German Culture Assistance Fund Inc.

Saskatoon German Heritage Society

Skat Club Saskatoon

Spiritwood German Canadian Club 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Regina

Village of Edenwold

Volksliederchor Harmonie Inc., Regina

Zichydorf Village Association

$37,008
Member Funding

supported

42
cultural programs in SK
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American Historical Society of Germans  
from Russia, Regina Chapter

Alvin Knoll, President

Hello and greeting from The Germans 
from Russia. Another year has 
come and gone, and I always find it 
interesting to look back and see what 
our group has accomplished.

Last year was an eventful year for our 
group. We have settled comfortably 
into our newly renovated church area; 
our new time slot is working well and 
as a result of the above we gained 
new members. I always say that if you 
can attract new members into a 50 
plus organization you must be doing 
something right.

We also tried our hand at a fund-
raising event in July. We organized 
a garden tour, and with the weather 
cooperating and the fact that our 
group served homemade pie and 
coffee, well it was a very pleasant 
experience. Not only did we get some 
advertising from this event, but we 
were happy to have some 60 people 
come out for the tour, and we made a 
little money at the gate!

Another positive aspect of our year 
was that we were able to bring guest 
speakers to each one of our meetings. 
All the speakers shared their 
family histories and some of their 
adventures in tracking down said 
history. There were good stories. Also, 
we are still receiving many requests 

from the public for help in their family 
history research; some we can help 
and some we cannot. As there are 
many knowledgeable people and 
organizations out there that can help, 
we can direct people to these groups.

Our fall session will start in September. 
We meet the first Wednesday of the 
month at 2:00 pm in the Trinity narthex 
and welcome new members. It will 
be an interesting year as some of our 
younger members will be initiating 
a Facebook page and updating our 
technical presence. 

We are looking forward to getting 
more advertising done. There will also 
be some time booked on our local 
cable channel. I anticipate an exciting 
year ahead!

SGC Member Reports

1. Desserts made from traditional German from Russia recipes for Schmeckfest 2023.
2. Members of the group enjoying Schmeckfest 2023.
3. Members socializing at Schmeckfest 2023.

1

32
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Austrian Canadian Edelweiss Club, Regina
Randy Hallemann

We would like to take this opportunity 
to thank the Saskatchewan German 
Council for their continued support. 
With your help we were able to 
provide financial assistance to one of 
our under groups, host a Christmas 
party and a member picnic. It is nice to 
receive assistance from you so that we 
can continue to bring our members 
together and celebrate our culture. 

This year we will put our grant money 
towards helping to pay for cultural 
entertainment at this years Mosaic 
cultural festival as well as our annual 
member picnic. We continue as an 
active cultural group within the city 
of Regina and even though we no 
longer have a building of our own, 
we have taken this opportunity to 
support other cultural groups through 
renting spaces for events such as 
food preparation for Mosaic as well 
as member gatherings such as our 
Annual Schnitzel supper. We currently 
have around 160 members and two 
active subgroups. We are looking 
forward to seeing what the next year 
has in store for us and look forward 
to continuing learning, teaching, and 
sharing our Austrian culture in our 
community. 

It was so nice to hold our annual 
member picnic once again. Even 
though the weather was not great 
we were warmed by the many smiles 
that surrounded us. It was one of the 
best turnouts we have had in many 
years and so many young children. 
Everyone was grateful to be together 
again. 

In October we finally had the 
opportunity to once again host a 
Schnitzel Night for the community 
and what a night that was. The first 
post pandemic dance performance, 
by The Austrian Edelweiss Dancers, 
and let us just say they rocked it. You 
could tell that these dancers have 
been missed. The night brought out 
many people we had not seen in a 
long time. Our Christmas party was a 
wonderful afternoon spent bowling. 
About 40 members attended it young 
and old. The afternoon would not 
have been complete without treats 
from St. Nikolaus. 

As I sit and write this, preparations are 
well underway for this year’s Mosaic 
festival of Cultures. We are so excited 
to be back at this event. We are 
looking forward to offering new food 
and a wide range of entertainment.

1

2

3

1. Bowling. 2. Dancers performing at the Regina 
German Club. 3. Member picnic.

SGC:
Costume/Dress & Travel Funding

$3,550
supported

130
performing members in the areas of dance, band and choir for nearly 50 events.
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CFCR Community Radio Society of Saskatoon Inc.
Theresa, Volunteer Host of the German program “Deutsche Klangfabrik”

The German radio show “Deutsche 
Klangfabrik” is proud to continue 
providing German music and culture 
as part of CFCR’s multicultural 
programming. 

In the fall, CFCR 90.5 FM wrapped up 
its annual fundraiser FM-Phasis. It’s an 
important time of the year since the 
money collected keeps diverse radio 

shows, such as ours, alive and on-air. 
Overall the station raised $71,833 
for community radio in Saskatoon. 
Thanks to everyone, especially the 
SGC, for supporting Saskatchewan’s 
only German language radio show.

Earlier this year we joined the 
volunteer hang-out at Amigos. It was 
a great opportunity to connect with 

other hosts and community members. 
Overall, CFCR has a membership of 
over 600 with around 150-200 on-
air hosts. We are three volunteers 
running the German program every 
Sunday from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. If you 
are interested in becoming a radio 
host, we are always looking for more 
people to join the team.

1. Host Verena in studio. 2. Taking a break! Hosts Jessica (right) and Theresa enjoying a German brunch and social get-together. 3. Theresa hosting.

Austrian Edelweiss Dance Association Regina
Allison Ekdahl-Johnston

In Fall 2022 we met again with familiar 
faces and fun. We have all the same 
regular dancers back for another 
season. We had a busy October 
with performances at the Regina 
German Club, Lumsden and District 
Volunteer Fire Octoberfest, Austrian 
Club Supper, and White City Museum 
Oktoberfest. We continued with our 
weekly practices in the winter months, 
until we had our first seniors home 
performance in over three years! 

The Regina Lutheran Home was our 
last performance before the world 
shut down in 2020 and we were back 
again in 2023. It was wonderful to see 
the smiles on the staff and residents’ 
faces. We also danced in April at the 
Brightwater Senior Living of Capital 
Crossing, a new facility to see and 
entertain at. 

Regina’s Mosaic Festival is back after 
a four-year break, and we are gearing 
up and learning new dances to help 

with entertainment at the Austrian 
Pavilion. 

Once again, the junior dancers 
performed at Spring Free from Racism 
- again after a four-year break. We are 
also looking forward to performing at 
Bring a Little Mosaic to You at various 
seniors’ homes in May. 

We continue to appreciate the 
funding from the SGC which helps 
us with renting St. Anthony’s Parish 
on Tuesday nights for practice. Hope 
to see some of our members at the 
Austrian Pavilion June 1st-3rd. 

1

2

3

1. Austrian dancers at the Regina German 
Club. 2. Junior dancers of the Regina Austrian 
Edelweiss Dance Association. 3. Young dancers 
having fun in their traditional costumes.

1 2 3
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Concordia Brass Band
Gary Brown 

The band was able to start rehearsals 
following the lifting of Covid 
restrictions. We were fortunate that 
we did not lose any members. St 
Matthews Anglican Church continues 
to be home base for the band.

We held our season opening 
concert in a park adjacent to several 
apartment complexes for seniors. The 
usual outdoor concerts and parades 
were not held in 2022. Folkfest came 
under a new restricted format. We 
were scheduled to play three sets at 
one of the venues.

The highlight of our season came 
in September. The CWL and KofC 
in the village of Landis planned a 
community event and invited the 
band to participate. Landis is a rural 
community that was largely settled by 
German immigrants to Saskatchewan 
in the early 1900’s. Most of the village 
turned out as well as residents of 
nearby communities. We played to a 
standing ovation and request for an 
encore.

Our season ending was a Christmas 
concert at a group home for individuals 

with physical and developmental 
disabilities. This has been one of our 
favourite venues for several years. A 
downs syndrome resident joins our 
percussion section and is a favourite 
of all.

We very much appreciate the 
financial assistance we receive from 
the Saskatchewan German Council. 
We take our music to the community 
so people can enjoy our presentation 
in their homes or places where they 
gather. The assistance makes this and 
other evens possible.

Concordia Alpenrose Schuhplattler Verein
Amanda Marien

The Concordia Alpenrose 
Schuhplattler Verein was pleased 
to see the return of a number of 
cultural events in 2022. In the spring 
we travelled to Edmonton for West 
Bezirksfest, which was attended by 
dance groups from California, Oregon, 
Washington, and Western Canada. We 
also performed at the International 
Pavilion at Folkfest, our club’s 
Oktoberfest, the Jubilee Residences 
annual fundraiser at the WDM and at 
Stensrud Lodge. 

Our dance group currently has 15 
members (nine women and six 
men) between the ages of 16 and 
60. Since the sale of the German 
Cultural Centre, we have been renting 
practice space at the Boyan Ukrainian 
dance studio. We practice on Tuesday 
evenings from 8:30 pm to 9:30 pm, 
from January through October. We 
are an associate group of the German 
Canadian Club Concordia, a member 
of the Saskatchewan German Council 
and the Gauverband Nordamerika. 

We have had a number of 
performances scheduled in 2023, 
beginning with Maifest on May 7th, 
where we performed a Maypole dance 
with the Concordia Junior Alpenrose 
Dancers. On June 3rd, we were 
invited to perform at the Austrian 
Pavilion, at Regina’s Mosaic festival.  
In August, we will be performing at 
the German pavilion at Saskatoon’s 
Folkfest. In the fall, we are always 
busy with Oktoberfest events and 
have already committed to travelling 
to Lloydminster, in addition to the 
Jubilee Residences annual fundraiser 
at the Saskatoon Inn, Porteous Lodge 
and Stensrud Lodge.

Plans are in the works for us to host 
the Western Canadian Schuhplattlers 
Maifest in May of 2024. This weekend 
provides an opportunity for German 
and Austrian dance groups to gather, 
learn from one another and have 
a really good time. The evening 
banquet and dance is also open to the 
general public. 

We are grateful for the support we 
receive from our club and the SGC. 
Travel expenses, studio rent and the 
upkeep of costumes are costly, but 
necessary for us to do what we do. 
Without funding we would not be 
able to share the German culture, 
through dance, with the greater 
community. 

1. Members of the Concordia Alpenrose Schuh-
plattler Verein. 2. Mingling with other dancers.

1

2
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Concordia Junior Alpenrose Dancers 
Brenda Booker

We started in spring 2022 with 
getting our brand new Maibaum 
all put together and decked out in 
colourful ribbons. Practicing was a 
bit challenging, however, in the end, 
with some extra dance assistance 
from Mack and some accompaniment 
from Neil, we managed to put it all 
together in time for our first annual 
Maifest. Thanks to the KulturGarten 
for their partnership, which was 
integral in providing the Maifest 
experience that so many people in 
the German community enjoyed. 
Their fresh cut flowers and Kuchen 
really added that finishing touch to 
the afternoon. Thanks as well, to all 
the groups that donated their time to 
provide entertainment. 

Without having a German Pavilion, 
we were lucky enough to be invited 

to perform on the International Place 
Stage at Folkfest. Not the same as our 
own, but fine for this year. We were 
able to connect with the Concordia 
Brass Band for the Chicken Dance. 

September brought us to the start of 
another busy fall. We had a road trip to 
Prince Albert for Tapestrama, with the 
German Club Oktoberfest just the day 
before. Eight new dancers joined us 
throughout the fall, with five of them 
being boys. So nice to see so many 
boys willing to try something a bit 
different from their regular interests. 
Danielle and our teen dancers did 
a great job getting so many new 
dancers ready in such a short period 
of time. 

It was also great to be back to a familiar 
Christmas routine. Starting off with 

providing a Currywurst Concession 
at the Christkindl Markt. Then at the 
end of November we did a Christmas 
performance for the folks at Oliver 
Place. Many of us were able to stay 
to share some Punch, Strudel and a 
good visit. What a lovely opportunity 
to give back to the community during 
the Holiday Season. 

Another tradition we were able to 
get back to was our annual Christmas 
party. Everyone had a great time 
sharing pizza and playing games or 
spending time at the activity table.

We gratefully received support from 
the SGC, Sask Lotteries, SaskCulture, 
as well as the GCCC and all their 
members. If you want to see what the 
“Concordia Junior Alpenrose Dancers” 
are up to, just follow us on Facebook!

1. Chicken Dance with friends at Folkfest. 
2. Dancers showing their Brawn at Tapestrama in Prince Albert.
3. Finishing 2022 with the Kinderpolka at Oliver Place.

1

3

2
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SGC:
$11,355

of School Funding

supported

145
students (ages 3 - 70) & language teachers throughout the school year across SK.

Summer 2022:     
In the Summer, our school prepared 
for the school year by hiring a new 
instructor, Stephen Rieger. We also 
sent an instructor, Regina Furkert, to 
the KVDS conference in Edmonton for 
professional development. In August, 
our school was able to get out in the 
community for the first time in a long 
time, by having a booth at the Regina’s 
Farmers Market where we promoted 
classes, interacted with people, and 
showed our Schultüten. We also sold 
Schultüten via our website. 

Autumn 2022:   
The school year started off with 
three youth classes (Grundschule, 
Mittelstufe, and Teenagers Advanced). 
The total enrollment was only 12 
students, which is lower than average. 
This was anticipated and discussed in 
board meetings so we were prepared 
to operate but recognized a need to 
work on student recruitment. The 
school was grateful for funding from 
the Estevan German School that 
was received in September. An AGM 
occurred in September. 

Deutschtreff was revived after COVID, 
it has been a monthly occurrence 
that we are very happy to organize 
for members of the public who wish 
to interact with others in German. On 
average, a dozen or so people attend, 
and that includes first-language 
speakers and members from the adult 
student community. Deutschtreff will 
take a break over summer and start 
again in September. Details will be 
made available on our website. 

Christkindlmarkt came back this year 
and was the school’s top fundraiser 
activity. Furthermore, everyone was so 
excited to get in front of people’s faces 
and engage with the community. We 
can’t wait to see everyone at the next 
one. 

Winter 2023:    
During winter we had our busiest term, 
with five adult classes and three youth 
classes. The adult classes remained 
online, and while we continued to 
see students from across the province 
register, we saw registrations come in 
from as far away as Halifax and San 

Francisco. We offered two beginner 
classes this term, an intermediate 
class, and an advanced class. Herr 
Rieger also piloted an Intro to Latin 
class which brought new students 
to our school, and a new aspect of 
learning by looking at a historical root 
language. 

In February, the school was delighted 
to attend the Western Development 
Museum Moose Jaw’s Community 
Heritage Day. 

In March 2023 we had two teenage 
students complete their DSD 
examinations. 

At the time of writing, the school is 
offering two spring review classes and 
is planning for the next school year. 
The school is hoping to add a new 
member of staff, recruit new board 
members, and have an open house 
on May 13, 2023. 

Das Schulhaus - Regina German Language School Inc.
Dave Wentworth, Coordinator
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German Canadian Club Concordia of Saskatoon
Shelly Hungness

At our annual general meeting in 
April of 2022, we welcomed three 
new members to our Board of 
Directors; Diane Neufeld, Reg Reiter, 
and Danielle Brule-Lundgren.  They 
very quickly learned that we are a 
working Board!

We spent 2022 trying to get our feet 
under us following the sale of our 
property and the lifting of restrictions 
due to the pandemic. We held several 
events for members, some more 
successful than others. 

We held two pancake breakfasts, and 
two get-togethers for members. In 
September we celebrated Oktoberfest 
in the afternoon.  The Junior Alpenrose 
Dancers, the Concordia Alpenrose 
Schuhplattler Verein, the Concordia 
Brass Band, and Neil Stubbs provided 
us with entertainment. A special 
thank you to Diane Neufeld and her 
Events Committee, Brenda Booker 

and Loretta Reiter, for all their hard 
work. At Oktoberfest, we drank a toast 
to our 65th year as a Club. 

In October, in celebration of German 
Heritage Month, we showed a film on 
the Romantic Road in Germany. 

We held our first annual 
Christkindlmarkt following the 
pandemic. This was our most 
successful event. We raised $1001 
and an equal amount of non-
perishable food items, for the Food 
Bank. The Junior Alpenrose Dancers 
provided guests with a very delicious 
currywurst. The event was so 
successful, we have already booked 
a venue for 2023! We can not thank 
Tasha Reiter enough for organizing 
the craft market.

We held our annual Christmas Dinner 
in December. We were very pleased 
with the attendance at the dinner 

but quickly decided we need to find 
another venue for 2023. Syl White 
provided us with entertainment – the 
best part of the evening!

We are pleased to announce that the 
German Canadian Club Concordia of 
Saskatoon Inc. will have a pavilion at 
Folkfest this year. Our pavilion will be 
at the Nutana Legion. Many thanks to 
Brenda and Greg Booker for making 
the initial contact. As usual, we are 
looking for volunteers. If you are 
able to volunteer, please email us at 
saskatoongermanclub@gmail.com or 
call us at 306-250-3725.
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German Language School Saskatoon Inc.
Kathleen Schroeder-Brass, Principal

Online and in-person programming 
is the new normal.

2021/22 was our first school year 
with running some of our classes 
online and some took place in person. 
This structure enabled our school 
to work with teaching staff here in 
Saskatoon as well as abroad and use 
the flexibility of an online schedule. 
Looking into the future, our school 
is probably on the lucky side, if part 
of our teaching team joins online to 
bring our German Language Program 
to our students, as it certainly doesn’t 
get easier to recruit staff locally. 

Our approach for the 2022/23 school 
year in matters of planning was like 
the previous year as 2021/22 showed 
that the preference for some online 
classes and on the other hand for in 
person instructions comes down to 
the same student groups. Once again, 
my teaching team took the first step 
looking at their own availability and 
preference during our summer break. 
Right after I was able to update our 
class offerings on our website and 
share through social media. As in 
previous years, I sent a survey out 
to our existing membership, former 
members, and friends, who could pass 
on the message or join our school 
themselves. The responses on the 
survey always help to sort out with 
returning students/families, adding 
new students/families, and taking 
some people of the class lists if they 
have relocated etc. and aren’t able to 
join for the new school year.

We did expect that most of our 
students would return for this school 
year as 2021/22 had stabilized our 
overall numbers with students 
returning after Covid interrupted 
operations and new students had 
joined us as well. To our surprise, we 

lost a good number of students in 
our adult classes. This was mainly 
connected to schedule conflicts, and 
some have moved away for work. Life 
changes quickly these days and more 
and more people are open to relocate 
for various reasons. For most part 
we were able to balance our overall 
student numbers with new students 
joining in other classes. 

We were able to offer the following 
classes this school year:

•   Kids Level 2 / Gr. 3 - 6 (online)

•   Kids Level 3 / Gr. 7/8 (online)

•   High School Credit Class / Gr. 9-12  
    (in person)

•   Adult Beginner S3 (in person)

•   Adult Intermediate S2 (in person)

•   Adult Advanced Conversation           
    (in person)

Our school has to say the goodbye 
to one of our long-term teachers. 
Franziska Davies-Perret has been with 
our school for 13 years, teaching adult 
classes. Lots of her students over 
the years have started as beginners 
with her and moved along for many 
years into the Intermediate group, 
and some even moved up and 
joined our Advanced Conversational 
Class in recent years. We still have 
a good number of students in our 
membership who were part of 
Franziska’s class many years back. 
She has always put her whole heart 
not only into teaching German, 
but also into sharing cultural, 
geographical, and culinary aspects. 
THANK YOU, Franziska, for all the 
time you volunteered for the German 
Language School Saskatoon. You will 
be missed big times!!!

A special THANK YOU to my teaching 
staff of 2022/23: Josephin Dick, 
Theresa Kliem, Franziska Davies-
Perret, Brandon Smith, Anton 
Schroeder and Isabel Goy.

I like to send out our appreciation to 
our students, our families, and our 
friends for being a part of our school 
once again. Thank you as well to our 
funding support within our province 
provided by the Saskatchewan 
German Council (SGC), SaskCulture, 
SaskLotteries and the Saskatchewan 
Association of International 
Languages (SAIL) and their efforts 
in promoting German Language in 
Saskatchewan.

You can get in touch with the German 
Language School Saskatoon by calling 
(306-716-1573), sending and email 
(germanschoolsaskatoon@sasktel.
gmail.com) or following us online 
(www.germanschoolsaskatoon.ca).

1. Some of the Adult Beginner S3 students get-
ting together for a year-end German potluck 
with delicious food before heading into the 
summer break.

1
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Hansel & Gretel Preschool Inc.
Ulrike Hecker, Coordinator

This 2022/23 preschool year was filled 
with FUN & LEARNING! We offered 
two classes, one for 4-year-olds (MWF 
class) and one for 3-year-olds. Most 
of our students were children from 
Alumni families. This made it very easy 
to develop close friendships between 
students but also close connections 
with all parents. 

Annual highlights were cultural 
celebrations such as St. Martin, 
including the traditional lantern 
walk. In December we celebrated 
St. Nikolaus with students, parents, 
and grandparents. It was so nice to 
finally being able to have in person 
celebrations again. Sharing the 
cultural tradition of “filling boots” with 
treats, while eating German Christmas 
cookies created such wonderful 
memories! 

In February we celebrated Fasching 
(carnival). Even though we tried to 
scare winter away with costumes, 
masks, and drums, it decided to stay 
for another two months. That didn’t 

keep us from going on field trips 
and visiting places like the Museum 
of Natural Sciences and the Nutrien 
Wonderhub (children’s museum). 

Spring is here now, and you will find 
our students learning and playing 
outside again. Brevoort Park School 
is surrounded by a beautiful park 
that frequently turns into an outdoor 
learning space for our classes. 

Students have learned many new 
songs and rhymes in German 
throughout the year and integrating 
vocabulary in daily activities has 
proven to be the most efficient and 
fun way of teaching children another 
language. 

This will be my last year with Hansel 
& Gretel Preschool as I will be 
retiring this summer. After 35 years 
of teaching, including 16 years of 
teaching at Hansel & Gretel preschool 
and 11 years at the German Language 
School, it will be hard to not working 
with little children anymore. They 

have filled up my bucket with their 
unconditional love and trust, every 
day! Now it’s time for me to fill my 
bucket by spending travel time with 
my husband and visiting family back 
in Germany more often. 

It was very difficult to find a new 
teacher and Coordinator for Hansel 
& Gretel preschool. Luckily, we 
found one! Ramona Wolff, who is 
from Germany and lives outside of 
Saskatoon will take over the program. 
The current plan is to run the preschool 
out of Hague where many people 
live that have German heritage. For 
any updates, please check (http://
hanselandgretelpreschool.blogspot.
com or contact SGC. 

I would like to send a heart felt Thank 
You to all people in the Community 
and the Organizations that have 
supported our program throughout 
the years! I am confident that Hansel 
& Gretel Preschool will continue to be 
a place  where FUN meets LEARNING! 
Auf Wiedersehen!

1. Students watching a science experiment. 2. Scaring winter away with Fasching mask in Saskatoon. 3. Future dad, taking care of his baby.
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Karnevalsgesellschaft Harmonie
Sheila Aldous

This year/season has been different 
for our group as we didn’t hold an of-
ficial Crowning Event like in the past. 
We held a Princess Gala, and it came 
and went on September 24th, 2022. 
Thank you to our Present and Past 
Royalty for attending and the meal 
provided by the Regina German Club 
was amazing. 

We also planned a couple of different 
events for Karneval. Friday, Novem-
ber 4th saw the group going out for a 
nice meal to open Karneval. Six of our 
members were presented FEN medal-
lions for their volunteer service: An-
nette Clute, Debi Dodman, Michelle 
Lang, Theresa Granger, Joelle McFad-
den and Samantha Knaus. Next day, 
November 5th was a free public event 
held at The Spot in Southland Mall 
in Regina. The public was invited to 
come in and make a paper medallion, 
join us in some dancing and games. 
Learning something about our Ger-
man Karneval traditions. 

Other events that our group/dancers 
took part in were:

•   Kolos Multi-Culture School’s recital 
in June

•   Regina German Club’s Summer Sol-
stice

•   Canada Day in Wascana park. - Cul-
tural Village 

•   A Summer Bash event at Wascana 
entitled Funday Monday. We held an 
hour-long cultural workshop that day. 

•   The dancers performed at the Cul-
tural Stage at the Dragon Boat Festi-
val in Regina. 

•   Barb Dedi invited the dancers to 
perform at a Miller Reunion. 

•   URSU – University of Regina Wel-
come Back Week Cultural Showcase 

Program on Tuesday, September 6th. 

•   Oktoberfest at the Regina German 
Club as well as one with SummerBash

•   A couple of Bringing A Little Mosaic 
to You in January

•   Opening and Closing of the Sas-
katchewan Winter Games with a Kar-
neval performance one night. Con-
gratulations to Kloey for winning a 
medal in wrestling.

•   Regina Victoria Square Mall – 40th 
Anniversary

•   Community Connection Event

•   Regina Spring Free From Racism

•   St. Nicholas Night lead by Eckhard

•   Kindermasken where we invited the 
Kolos Ukrainian Dancers and the Ro-
manian Dancers

We have been trying to do some fun-
draising as well: Plant Sale, Little Cae-
sar’s Pizza and we are still hosting our 
SARCAN Drop & Go bottle drive fun-
draiser. If you have any bottles/cans 
laying around that you would like to 
donate to the cause, the girls would 
really appreciate it. Their Group Name 
at SARCAN is KGH. 

In January, our Prinzen Couple – The-
resa and Claude and a small entou-
rage went to Las Vegas for the German 
American Mardi Gras Association’s 
event. We would like to congratulate 
our President Darlene for receiving 
the GAMGA Verdienstorden medal. 

We would like to take this time to 
Thank SGC for everything they have 
done for our group. Danke!

If you are interested in joining the 
group or dancing with us, our con-
tacts are President - Darlene Rubrecht 
or our Vice-President - Cheryl Aldous 

at our group email karnevaldancers@
gmail.com.

Thank you to everyone who has sup-
ported our group.

1. Prinzen Couple 2023. 
2. 2023 Victoria Square  Mall. 
3. 2023 Sask Winter Games Opening
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Kochlöffel & Nudelholz, German-Canadian  
Koch-und Backstudio

Franziska Davies-Perret

Another year has past and with it 
many changes came! One of the 
biggest changes was updating our 
logo, it was a good time for a refresh!

Starting the fiscal year off, we offered 
our second culture and baking box of 
the year in April, which had an Easter 
theme to it. The recipes included mini 
Quarkknödel with poppy seeds and 
berries, mini Hefekränze, and Thusner 
Hosenknöpfe. May brought popsicles 
and ice cream recipes. Want to learn 
how to make Waldmeister (sweet 
woodruff), Holunder (elderberry) 
or Hagebutten (rose hip) ice cream? 
Check out our YouTube channel! Next 
came the June Culture & Baking box 
and it was all about cakes, one that 
took a bit more effort – the Lemon 
Cream Torte and one that was easier 
– the applesauce Gugelhupf.

July was pretty quiet for us at 
Kochlöffel, but August was busy with 
baking for our recipe videos on our 
YouTube channel along with recipe 

testing for the September baking 
box, which included recipes for a 
Blechkuchen (cookie sheet cake) with 
pudding, cherries and two type of 
streusel and the other recipe was for 
Kardinalschnitten, an Austrian recipe. 
The next Culture & Baking Box that was 
sent out was for October to celebrate 
German Heritage Month as decreed 
by the Canadian government. The 
box included regional recipes that 
aren’t well known. So we had Fummel, 
Flachswickel and Hanseaten. All very 
tasty, some more difficult to make 
then others.

As we headed into the Christmas 
season, another Culture & Baking Box 
was planned and was very popular 
to the say the least! We also worked 
with the Concordia Junior Alpenrose 
Dancers on a baking box fundraiser! 
It turned out to be a very well-selling 
fundraiser for the dancers, thank you 
for partnering with Kochlöffel!

The first few months of the near 

year were a bit slow in terms of 
posting videos since we focused on 
researching for recipes for the in-
person classes, testing them out and 
translating the recipes. Franziska, 
our coordinator, also taught classes 
for her community association’s 
multicultural cooking series. Thank 
you again to SaskLotteries and SGC 
for their sponsorship of these events.

Kochlöffel’s first in-person cooking 
class (our last in-person class was 
February 2020!) was held in March 
and had a great turnout. We made 
pork medallions in a cream sauce with 
broccoli and for dessert there were 
buckwheat pancakes with a walnut 
cream filling. Participants were happy 
to get back to seeing each other and 
catching up, it also didn’t hurt to have 
delicious leftovers to take home

Thank you, once again, to SaskLotteries 
and SGC for their continued support 
of our little but mighty group!

1. If you have a good rhubarb harvest, make Rhabarbertaler! (Found on our YouTube channel.)
2. Quark with Lemon Balm and Peaches, easy dessert for the summer. (Found on our YouTube channel.)
3. Lemon Cream Torte from one of the Culture & Baking Boxes.

1 2 3
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Regina German Club (German-Canadian Society Harmonie)
Patrick A. Kossmann

The Regina German Club tried to 
return to pre-COVID activities in 2022. 
We reopened for lunches, and patrons 
were invited to stay inside to eat. We 
still filled orders for takeout, but the 
return to inside dining was nice to 
see. Supper meals were restricted to 
takeout only due to staffing, but it is 
hoped that times could be expanded 
to include evening sit down options. 
Mahlzeit meals also began again 
offering a special supper option once 
a month.

We started Spargelfest again. This 
year it was one night only. The Friday 
event was well attended, and patrons 
enjoyed a four-course feast prepared 
by Bryce. Soup, salad, entree, and 
dessert all with asparagus as the focus 
made for a delightful experience.

Summer found the club preparing for 
Sommerwende. We welcomed the 
beginning of summer by celebrating 
in style. Music and dancing were the 
focus of the night with the food and 
drink being the icing on top. Many 
people from the Regina area came 
and celebrating with us. It was very 
nice to see so many people come 
back to the club to celebrate after so 
much time indoors.

After a summer break the Regina 
German Club returned to planning 
their Oktoberfest celebration. We had 
an Auftakt meal to start the event. Mr. 
And Ms. Oktoberfest were crowned 
and invited to open our celebration 
the next evening. Music and dancing 
were the main events for the evening, 
and a record amount of people came 
out to join us. 

The Christmas season saw snow 
blanket the city and people lined up 
to purchase crafts and sample treats 
made special during the holiday 
season. Glühwein flowed and baked 
goods found their way into many a 
belly, as patrons walked around the 
club looking at special things that 
were made by Regina vendors. 

1
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1. Food at the Regina German Club. 2. Mr. And Ms. Oktoberfest 2022 at the Regina German Club. 3. Plätzchen (Christmas cookies).
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SGC’s newest member group, the 
Saskatoon German Heritage Society, 
was registered as a non-profit 
organization by Reginald Reiter 
of Saskatoon in September 2022. 
Its mission is “to collect, share and 
preserve the history and heritage of 
the Germanic people.” 

One goal is to establish a library of 
reference books, and community and 
family history books which would 
help many Saskatchewan residents 
with German ancestry to understand 
exactly where their ancestors came 
from. The focus will be on those 
German families who lived at one 
time in pre-1918 Imperial Russia. The 
two main groups of these Germans 
are the so-called Volga Germans and 
the Black Sea Germans, but there are 
many sub-groups based on the broad 

geographic regions in which they 
lived. 

The first public exposure for SGHS was 
at Saskatoon’s Heritage Festival, held 
at the Western Development Museum 
on 12 February 2023. Posters and 
maps were on display which attracted 
many visitors to stop at the table. 
Reg and Loretta Reiter were there to 
answer their questions. They were 
very encouraged by the enthusiastic 
response generated by the display. 
The next public event will be at the 
German Pavilion during Saskatoon’s 
FolkFest which takes place 17, 18, 19 
August 2023. A retractable stand-up 
floor banner has been created to draw 
attention to SGHS.

The Facebook page, Saskatoon 
German Heritage Society, was 

designed by Tashia Reiter, 
Administrator. There are currently 
47 followers of this page. Look for it 
under our name, Saskatoon German 
Heritage Society. 

A Maifest event took place at the 
Forestry Farm on 7 May 2023. SGHS 
will also have a presence at the 
Oktoberfest event to be held on 7 
October at the Nutana Legion on 
Louise Street. As well Mervin Weiss is 
scheduled to make a presentation at 
the Alice Turner Library on 29 October 
2023, in recognition of German 
Heritage Month. This talk will address 
the question, “Who are the Germans 
from Russia?”  

Contact Reg Reiter for more 
information at reiter.reg@gmail.com.

Saskatoon German Heritage Society (SGHS)
Reg Reiter 
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Skat Club Saskatoon
Shelley Hungness, President

Hello everyone:

It has been a very active year. The 
Saskatoon SKAT Club found a new 
home at Sports on Tap 2610 Lorne 
Ave Saskatoon. Games are played 
every Wednesday at 6:30 PM where 
everyone is welcome whether you 
know the game or not. Refresh your 
skills or learn to play the game – come 
out on a Wednesday evening.

There are many provincial Club and 
ISPA tournaments throughout the 
year. The World Championship was 
held in Edmonton, AB August 12-

20th, 2022. In traditional World 
Championship style the tournament 
began with the “Einmarsch der 
Nationen”, where the players present 
the flags of the 20 ISPA nations 
represented by the 126 players in 
attendance.

Saskatoon held their SaSKATchewan 
ISPA Tournament May 27th -29th, 
2022. 33 players from Clubs in ON, 
MB, SK, AB, and BC participated. 

For the 5 series played the winners 
were:

•   Round 1 – Kristina Huisman – 
Edmonton Club 

•   Round 2 – Ryan Bilan – Winnipeg 
Club

•   Round 3 – Kristina Huisman – 
Edmonton Club 

•   Round 4 – Keith Koronko – Saskatoon 
Club 

•   Round 5 – Ed Eckl – Saskatoon Club

For 2023 the SaSKATchewan ISPA 
Tournament will be May 26th-28th!

Clubs also hold local themed 
Tournaments – Red Deer has a St. 
Patty’s Day and Halloween tournament 
to which Saskatoon members travel 
to. Saskatoon recently just hosted 
an Easter SKAT tournament and will 
also have one for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. 

For more information on a club in 
your area go to www.skatcanada Here 
you can find the contact information 
for the various clubs as well as where 
they play and when. Club Tournament 
and ISPA Tournament schedules are 
listed on this website. 

Want to learn to play? Inquire at 
learntoplayskat@gmail.com or 
contact Shelley at slhungness@gmail.
com.

1. Skat Club Saskatoon banner.
2. Series 1-5 winners at the SaSKATch-
ewan ISPA Tournament, from left to right: 
Kristina Huisman from Edmonton, Ryan 
Bilan from Winnipeg, Keith Koronko and 
Ed Eckl from Saskatoon. Kristina Huis-
man won two of the series.

1

2



37

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
Berbel Knoll

This past year has been an exciting 
and at the same time challenging year 
for Trinity Lutheran Church. 

Early in 2022 Pastor Sarah went on 
medical leave returning January 2023. 
Rev. Diane Nokonechy, our Pastoral 
Intern, accepted an interim position 
as Pastor of Trinity. We also had some 
staff changes: the retirement of our 
Facilities Coordinator and resignation 
of our office administrator. These 
positions have been successfully 
filled. Bringing back full programming 
and attendance at Sunday morning 
worship to pre-pandemic levels is 
an ongoing challenge but online 
worship is still popular. 

Highlights for the year include the 
ordination of Pastor Diane, the 
success of Pastor Sarah’s treatment, 
the completion and successful 

defence of Rev. Dr. Sarah Dymund’s 
thesis for a Doctor of Ministry degree, 
the return of coffee time after Sunday 
worship, and a first post pandemic 
potluck Reformation lunch. 

With the renovations of our church 
hall almost complete we are looking 
forward to the opening of the Day 
Care by MayBell Development in May. 
It will be very exciting to have 50 little 
ones bringing new life to our facility. 
The Food Pantry continues to deliver 
individual food bags to about 500 
weekly. The program is staffed mostly 
by volunteers and funded by grants, 
donations and bequeathments. 
Carmichael Outreach has used space 
at Trinity to run their life skills program. 

Priorities for the coming year will 
include next steps for Trinity’s financial 
stability. Ongoing collaboration 

with MayBell Developments for 
the housing project, updating and 
maintaining our website and social 
media as a means of reaching our 
larger community, developing goals 
for building renovations including 
accessible washrooms, lighting and 
technology upgrades. 

English Sunday worship is at 10 am. 
Over the winter months the German 
services were put on hold. Discussions 
on how best to continue with 
some German worship is currently 
underway. Information on Trinity can 
be found on the website trinityregina.
ca or follow us on Facebook.

1. Sign for the newly opened daycare.
2. Installation of the newly elected church council.
3. New entrance to the Daycare in the former church hall.

1
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Volksliederchor Harmonie
Alvin Knoll, President

In this report I will mention that our 
choir which had been dormant for 
several years during the COVID-19 
pandemic came back to life in March 
2022. We went back to our usual 
Tuesday evening choir rehearsals 
and at the time thought we might 
be able to host a spring concert for 
May 2022, but we found that a six 
week preparation time was just too 
short. We did hold our annual general 
meeting in June and decided that 
with Covid becoming less of a threat 
we would resume our regular season 
in September which we did.

These past several years prior to Covid, 
member Maria Hartman hosted a fall 
barbeque in early September as a 
welcome back to all choir members. 
This also provided an opportunity 
for members to bring guests as 
potential new members. We held 
the barbeque on September 13 and 

it was well received. Members were 
excited to be back, and the bonus was 
that we had several perspective new 
members come out. When we started 
our fall semester in mid September 
we welcomed three new Sopranos, 
three new Altos and two new Bases. 
Although we were down in total choir 
numbers our four part choir is well 
balanced with voices.

We hosted our annual Christmas 
Concert the first Sunday in December 
and we were pleasantly surprised at 
the good turnout. Covid was still a 
concern for people at that time, but 
our Christmas music is very much 
enjoyed by people. We resumed our 
winter rehearsals in January 2023 
and have been faithfully rehearsing 
our spring music these past several 
months. We will have our spring 
concert on May 7th, 2023.

Something new for us is that we have 
taken to setting up our risers, not in 
front of the stage area but rather 
along one of the side walls. This works 
well for us as the sound carries better 
throughout the main hall. We now 
also utilize stage lighting and one of 
our older members commented how 
far we have come as we now sing 
“under the lights”.

We continue with our commitment 
to sing in the community, especially 
Seniors homes, and other venues 
when asked. We were invited to 
sing at two homes and in one of the 
local malls for their 40th anniversary 
celebration which we did in the midst 
of a spring blizzard. We will perform 
at the Sommerwende at the German 
Club in June. 

We look forward to singing our 
German Lieder!

Zichydorf Village Association
Glen Schwartz, President

We are happy to report that we have 
finally returned to in-person meetings.

We successfully transitioned to a new 
web site (same URL - zichydorfonline.
org) in February 2023. The old site 
was built on an open-source platform. 
We were having some problems with 
modules not being kept up to date, 
leading to some interoperability 

problems. We are now on the 
WordPress platform which is well-
used and well-supported.

Our previous site had different levels 
of access for members, registered 
users, and the general public, 
necessitating the collection of users’ 
personal information. In building 
the new site we were introduced to 

the complexities of today’s privacy 
laws. As a result, we have moved to a 
donation-only model and no longer 
collect any personal information.

In other news, we recently gained 
access to church records for about a 
dozen additional Banat villages.

1. The choir at the Regina German Club. 2. Volkslieder Chor Spring Concert on May 7, 2023, in Regina. 
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